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Congratulations to 


SS Fake Ora 


for being voted 


of 1999 by Berkshires “aah readers 
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Week 


Congratulations to 


Pittsfield Park Square 


for being voted 


Best Town Center 


of 1999 by Berkshires Week readers 
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- Five members of the Pitts 
three point winners at the 
ships Sunday in Saratoga S 


- Mary Lou DiNicola won the 
500-, 800-, 1,000- an 


Skating coming to Clapp Park 


Pittsfield Fire Department Capt. Bruce Kilmer, 
, Tim Hannigan sprays water from a fire truck at Clapp Par 
skating at the park could begin soon. 


—- tts 





Pittsfield speed skaters shine in N.Y. 


field Parks Speed Skating Club were top 
astern States Long Track Champion- 
prings, N.Y. 

veteran women’s class, winning the 


d 1,500-meter races, Jaryn Pierson won the pony | 
ce finishes in the 100, 400, 500 and 250; 


———————————— 





left, and Lt. Michael Aitken observe as 
k. If the weather cooperat 


ee 
Jared keeds,/ Be hiesEagle S 


Annual Winterfest hosts 


bli or 
izzard of activit ES 90 


By Stefanie Koperniak 
Special to The Eagle 


PITTSFIELD — Preparations 
are nearly complete for the 
third annual Winterfest. The 
event is sponsored by the Vin- 
cent J. Hebert Arboretum in 
‘cooperation with the Pittsfield 
Parks Commission, the De- 
partment of Community Serv- 
ices/Parks and Recreation, and 
Pittsfield Beautiful Inc. 

Winterfest is scheduled for 
Saturday, Jan. 30, from 11 to 3 
at Springside Park. Most activi- 
ties will first convene at 
Springside House on North 
Street, then spread throughout 
the park. 

The event has been organized 
largely by the Springside Park 
Activities Committee, a sub- 
committee of the Vincent J. 
Hebert Arboretum Committee. 
The arboretum, still under de- 
velopment, was named in honor 
of the longtime Pittsfield Parks 
and Recreation commissioner at 
the first Winterfest in February 
1997. 

Kevin Phelps, Springside 
Park property manager and 
chairman of the activities 
committee, said organizers work 
on the event throughout most of 
the year. 


“We usually start planning 
around October,” said Phelps. 
“By now, we're all organized, 
and will probably have one 
more meeting.” 


will throw snowballs through 
cardboard targets. 

Another new element of Win- 
terfest is the recently reacti- 


vated warming house that has ~ 


not been used for 20 years. 
Although Phelps acknowl- 

edged that several events rely 

upon the cooperation of the 


weather, he said Winterfest — 


would take place regardless of 
weather conditions. 


Robert S. Mellace, director of 
community service at the Pitts- 
field Parks Commission, said 
despite Springside Park’s cen- 
tral location, it is a resource that 


is often “underutilized.” He de- ' 


scribed Winterfest as an aspect 
of an ongoing program to pro- 
mote the park to the public. 
“This is just one part of our 
efforts to develop more activi- 


ties to get more people to use: 


the park,” said Mellace. 





boys division with first-pla 


Ed Basinski was second in the veteran men’s division with second- 


place finishes in the 800 and 1,500 and third in the 500: and 1,000; 
and in the masters men, Mario DeBartolo was second with third- 


Variety of activities 
Winterfest will host a variety 


place finishes in the 500, 800, 1,000 an 
hes in the same four races. 


third overall with fourth-place finis 


maa 


PRL 


d 1,500 and Vin Vallone was 


ee 


Pittsfield speed skating event Saturday 
The Pittsfield Parks Department will sponsor the Pittsfield Short 

Track Speed Skating Championships on Saturday, Feb. 18, at the 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Skating me a orth C4 q 


The races begin at’ noon. 
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of outdoor activities. Partici- 
pants can ski on cross country 
trails groomed by the Berkshire 
Snow Seekers Snowmobile 
Club, or take lessons in snow- 
shoeing taught by Gayle Tardif- 
Raser. The park’s pond will 
again be flooded for ice skating, 
weather permitting. 

Phelps said a contest for snow 
creations, a well-received event’ 
last year, will be offered again, 
as well as a cardboard sled con- 
test in which participants ride 
sleds they designed and deco- 
rated themselves. 

Winterfest also will provide 
popular nature appreciation 
events including identification 


of trees and animal tracks. 

Indoor events will include arts 
and crafts activities and story- 
telling with Bud Hoover. 


New contests 


Phelps said this year Win- 
terfest will introduce a snowball 


contest, 
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in which contestants 





Winter carnival offers varied slate of seasonal activities 


Ron Przedpelskihas been involved . . 
with the carnival for20 years and still eee j 
enjoys the event. “When I see the Mag eS 
smiles of the kids when they get their 


Instead of simply complaining 
about winter, why not celebrate it? 
The 54th annual winter carnival of- 


fers a chance to do just that, with 
events, winter sports and festivities trophies or the adults when they get 


designed to warm the heart. their awards, there’s a sense of satis- 
The carnival, sponsored by the faction,” he said. 
city’s parks department and orga-  Przedpelski said that nearly all 
nized by a volunteer committee, events are on schedule so far, but 
spans most of January and February. noted that winter weather demands 
Events are held at parks throughout that activities be flexible. 
the city and select other Berkshire The winter carnival queen con- 
sites. i test will kick off on Sunday with a 
Community services director Rob- dinner at the Itam Lodge. Sixteen 
ert Mellace praised the many volun- queen contestants will vie for the 
teers who make the event happen. title. Each contestant is required to 
“They put a lot of effort into this,” he sellaminimum of 1,000 winter carni- 
said. “The winter carnival wouldn't val buttons, which cost 50 cents each. 
- happen without them. We’realways The button sales pay for the public 


happy to give them support.” carnival events. 
This year’s queen will receive a 


$1,000 college scholarship and the 
lady-in-waiting will geta $500 schol- 
arship. 

A button design contest drew 50 
entries from among local school chil- 
dren. The winning entry, which fea- 
tures a cheerful snowman, was de- 
signed by St. Mark middle school 
fifth grader Molly Murphy, who re- winter activities and events. 
ceived a $50 gift certificate. 

Family Day, scheduled for Sun- 
day, January 31 at Burbank Park, 
. provides the winter carnival’s show- 
_ case event. Last year, hundreds of 
* families attended the outdoor cel- 
ebration, which features sledding, 
- skating and snowshoe races. Other 
+ activities include horseshoes on ice, 
kite flying, snow sculpture, ice fish- 
ing and ice golf. 
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may create a wintry sculpture, then 
contact the parks department. A 
judge will view the sculpture and 
take a picture. Winners will be cho- 
sen based on the photographs and 
notified on family day. The snow 
sculpture contest is scheduled to run 
through January 30, but the commit- 
tee may extend the contest if the 
weather doesn’t cooperate. 


If weather permits, the event will * Toboggan Races are along-time 
~ also feature tethered hot-air balloon carnival staple. Races are heldintwo, 
tides for kids. Horse drawn hayrides three and four person categories. 
" will also be available. The Controy Toboggans are supplied or a team 


pavilion, heated with a wood stove, may use its own sled. The races are 
will allow winter revelers to warm scheduled for Saturday, January 30 


up and get some refreshments. at Osceola Park but could be held at 
Other scheduled carnival events Bousquet if snow conditions man- 
Horseshoes in winter? Onushel ae ile ti 

Sree ; « Combinealittleimaginationwith - *° Snowmobile timed runs have 
activities abound during winter 4 it of snow, and then dive right in. been postponed until further notice 


carnival family day. This year’s This year, the winter carnival fea- because Onota Lake, where the runs 
are held, is currently glare ice. The 


family day will be held on Sun- tures a home snow sculpture con- l 
day, January 31atBurbank Park. test. Families or group ofindividuals event willbe rescheduled when con- 





Horse-drawn winter hay rides are a winter carni 





ditions change. 


¢ The Downhill Slalom Ski com- 


petition is for kids under the age of 
13. The meet will be held at Bousquet 
on Saturday, February 6. Each com- 
petitor gets two runs, with the best 
run counting towards a trophy. 


+ Short Track Speed Skating will 


take place at the Vietnam Veterans 
skating rinkin North Adams on Feb- 


ruary 13 beginning at noon. There is 


val family day favorite. The carnival features a host of 








an entry fee for this event. 


+ Automobile Ice Time Trials fea- 
ture a 1.5 mile slalom course laid out 
on the Onota Lake ice. This event is 
opened to all licensed drivers. There 
isa$20 entry fee. The trials are sched- 
uled for Saturday and Sunday, Feb- 
ruary 13 & 14, with a backup date of 
February 27 & 28. 

+ The Anything Goes sled race is 
just what the name implies. Contes- 
fants of all ages may slide down the 
Clapp Parkhillside on anything from 
a cardboard box to a bathtub. The 
event date is Saturday, February 20. 

° The Queen’s Coronation Ball, at 

which the winter carnival queen and 
lady-in-waiting are selected, crowns 
the winter carnival. Other awards, 
including top button seller and Miss 
Congeniality, are presented. This 
year’s ball will be held on February 
26 at the Itam Lodge beginning at 9 
p.m.; tickets are $7 per person. 


Family outing 


Photos by Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Statt 


The Halls, David and Marianne, took their children 
skating yesterday at the Common. Above, David 
gives 4-year-old Andrea a hand. Below, Marianne 
and Rebecca, 6, try the push-and-steer approach. 










































































































































~inieiteeniy SAID 


fifth-grader Molly Murphy. 


The 1999 Winter Carnival button will have this Is by 


St. Mark student is 


I] & 


ame 


i 


winner of button contest 


PITTSFIELD — Laurie A. 
Mantegari, organizer of this 
year’s Winter Carnival button 
design contest, has announced 
that Molly Murphy, a fifth- 
grader from St. Mark School 
has won the 1999 Winter Carni- 
val button design contest. 

The button design, which de: 
picts a snowman, was chosen 
from over 50 entries submitted 
to the Winter Sports Committee 
By Sai from the city’s el- 
ementary, mid hi 
ae a4 dle, and -high 

Category winners were also 
chosen according to grade. The 
winners are as follows: 

) Kindergarten through Grade 
2 — Stephanie VanBramer 
ue gee School. 

rades 3-5 — Patri 
St. Mark School. as 


D Grades 6-8 — Jose B 
Reid Middle School. ose 

) Grades 9-12 — Adam Rous- 
seau, Taconic High School. 

The winning designer will re- 
ceive a $50 gift certificate to the 
Berkshire Mall as her prize at 
the Pittsfield Winter Sports’ 
Committee meeting on- 
Wednesday, Jan. 27. Haat cate 
gory winner will receive a $2: 
Berkshire Mall gift certificate ai 
se oe 

e contest is sponsore 

the Pittsfield Winter eed 
Committee Inc. of the Depart- 
ment of Community Service 
Parks, and Recreation. Buttons 
are sold by contestants for Win- 
ter Carnival Queen, and _ pro- 
ceeds help pay for carnival 
events. Buttons go on sale 
Sunday, Jan. 24. 





Snow sculptors to compete for cappy al 


PITTSFIELD — The 54th an- 
nual Pittsfield Winter Carnival 
is set to begin today with the 
introduction of a home snow 
sculpture contest. 

Families or groups of indi- 
viduals may construct a sculp- 
ture of snow and, upon its 
completion, notify the Pittsfield 
Parks Department. A judge will 

inspect and photograph the 
sculpture. Winners. will be 

_ judged by the committee based 

~ on the photographs taken and 
will be announced at Family 
Day on Sunday, Jan. 31. The 
contest will continue through 
Jan. 30. 

© The Pittsfield Winter Carnival 
Queen Contest is open to girls 
ages 17 to 21 who live, attend 
school or work in Pittsfield and 
adjoining towns. The contest 
will culminate with the cor- 
onation ball, where the queen, 
lady-in-waiting and Miss Con- 
geniality will be announced. 
. A special award also will be 
given to the top button sellers. 


Dittoola: Amanda Flynn 


During the four-week contest, 
contestants will sell buttons 
designed especially for the. con- 
test for 50 cents each to raise 
money to support the Winter 
Carnival events. A minimum of 
1,000 buttons must be sold to 
qualify each contestant to be 
judged for queen. A maximum 
of 16 girls may enter. 

The contest will run from 
Sunday, Jan. 24, to Sunday, 


Feb. 21. The ball will be held 


Friday, Feb. 26, at the Itam 
ee starting at 9. Tickets are 
A new event, snowmobile 
timed runs, will be held Jan. 24, 
with headquarters at the Cont- 
roy Pavilion on Onota Lake. 
Snowmobiles will run one at a 
time along a straight-line course 
and will be timed to the nearest 
1,000th of a second. There will 
be multiple runs, and classes 
and trophies will be awarded. A 
fee will be collected for each 
run, 

Toboggan races, with two-, 


win Carnival skate titles 


\ 


NORTH ADAMS — Mary Lou DiNicola and Amanda Flynn 
from the Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club earned first- 
place finishes yesterday at the Pittsfield Winter Carnival 
speed skating competition at Vietnam Veterans Rink in North 
Adams. : : 

The Pittsfield club finished second to Bay State in the 
competition, which attracted nearly 70 skaters from New 
England, New York and New Jersey. 

DiNicola swept all of her races to win the grand master 
women’s division, while Flynn won the 777-, 500- and 333- 
meter events to capture the midget girls’ division. 

Among other Pittsfield team skaters, Ed Basinski took sec- 
ond in all his races to finish second in the veteran men’s di- 
vision, Caroline Holland did the same in the juvenile girls’ 
division, Marjorie Cohan finished second to DiNicola in the 
grand masters women, Juraye Pierson was third in the mas- 
ters women, Jaryn Pierson was third in pony boys and Briana 
Flynn was third in pony girls. Colin Flynn was fourth in pee 


wee boys and Tierra Peters fourth in ay ee gi vé q a 
) 


Novice results were not available. 


three- and tour-person catego- 
ries for all ages are planned for 
Saturday, Jan. 30. The event 
site, depending on conditions, 
will be Osceola Park on Gale 
Avenue. If conditions are unfa- 
vorable, races will be held at 
Bousquet Ski Area. Entry is free 
and toboggans will be supplied, 
though participants may bring 
their own. 


Family Day is planned for 
Jan. 31, starting at 11 am., at 
the Controy. Pavilion. Activities 
will include sled, skating and 
snowshoe races; horseshoes on 
ice; kite flying; snow sculptur- 
ing; ice fishing and golf-on-ice 
competitions. Tethered hot air 
balloon rides will be held, de- 
pending on wind conditions. 
Horsedrawn haywagon rides will 
be provided throughout the af- 
ternoon. Entry will be free, ex- 
cept for the ice fishing derby. 

A city downhill slalom ski 
meet for children under 13 will 
be held at Bousquet Ski Area on 
Saturday, Feb. 6. Each entrant 
will be allowed two runs down 
the hill with the best time 
counting toward a trophy. Entry 
will be free, and registration will 
begin at 9 a.m., with racing at 
10, : 

Cross country ski races, open 
to all ages, will be held at Can- 
terbury Farm Ski Touring Area 
on Fred Snow Road in Becket 
on Sunday, Feb. 7. Registration 
will begin at 9 a.m. 

Pittsfield short track speed 
skating championships will be 
held at the Vietnam Veterans 
Skating Rink in North Adams. 
There will be an entry fee and 
entrants will become members 
of the Amateur Speed-skating 


vA Winter Carnival Sant daned aeokt % 


PITTSFIELD — Once again, warm weather and a dearth of snow 
have forced the postponement of the Pittsfield Winter Carnival’s 


popular Family Day and ice trials. 


Clark Nicholls, the chairman of the Pittsfield Winter Sports 
Committee, said poor conditions have prompted another two-week 


delay. 


Nicholls said that Family Day has been rescheduled to Feb. 28 at 
Burbank Park. If conditions on Onota Lake are still poor, he said 
Family Day activities would be moved to Clapp Park. 


The ice trials auto races have been pushed back to March 7 and 


8, he said. 


The Osceola Park toboggan races have been postponed until fur- 


ther notice. 


i i i t 243-3433. 
For more information on the schedule, call Nicholls a’ 
\ per more information on the ice trials, call David Kosla at 443-6152. 
. - = a, 


both days of ice trials i 


PITTSFIELD — Alex Arisoty from New York City posted the 
fastest times both days as Onota Lake hosted the Pittsfield 
Winter Carnival auto ice trials Saturday and Sunday. 

Saturday’s event over a 1.3-mile course attracted 45 en- 

. trants, while Sunday’s competition over a 1-mile course drew 
32 entries. The Mohawk Hudson Region of the Sports Car 
Club of America sanctioned and organized the competition, 
which was held on 13 inches of ice. 

Arisoty won both days with his Auti 4000 Quatro with 
screws in the tires for traction. He best time in four runs 
Saturday was 2 minutes, 3.808 seconds. His top time in six 
runs Sunday was 1:40.976. 

Top finishers in each class were as follows: 


N.Y. driver Arisoty fast af 
? 


Union. e 
Skating Club of the Pittsfield 
Department of Community De- 
velopment, Parks and Recre- 
ation will be the host team. The 
championships will take place 
on Saturday, Feb. 13, at noon. 
Automobile ice time trials will 
feature a 1 to 1!4-mile slalom 


course set up on the frozen _ 


surface of Onota Lake at the 
Controy Pavilion. Trials are 
open to all licensed drivers with 
automobiles equipped with seat 
belts. Helmets also are required; 
loaners are available. The event 
is co-sanctioned by the Mohawk 
Hudson Region of the Sports 
Car Club of America. Entry fee 
is $20 and drivers may enter 
more than one vehicle. Loaner 
cars may be available at an ad- 
ditional cost to cove® fuel ex- 
penses. Trials will be held Feb. 
13-14, with backup dates of Feb. 
27-28. Registration will be at 9 
a.m.; timed runs will start at 11. 

“Anything Goes” sled races, 
open to all ages, will take place 
on Saturday, Feb. 20, at Clapp 
Park on West Housatonic Street. 
Registration will start at 11. 
Participants may bring anything 
to slide on, including cardboard 
boxes, snow tubes, sleds or 
other outrageous things. 

For more information on 
events, call 499-9343, weekdays 


Warmth puts Winter Carnival an ice \ 


' By Theo Stein 
: Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — An unusual spell of 
warmth and rain has put a significant 
damper on the winter recreation sea- 
son, driving down skier visits and 
forcing the postponement of several 
Pittsfield Winter Carnival events. 

Family Day, the carnival’s premier 
event, has been pushed back two 
weeks to Feb. 14, Clark Nicholls, 
chairman of the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee, said yesterday. 

It had been scheduled for Sunday. 

The Osceola Park toboggan races, 
which had been planned for Saturday, 
also have been been postponed until 


- east.” 


What’s ‘normal’? 


New England anyway? 


Winter Carnival ski meet Saturday 


The Pittsfield Winter Carnival has scheduled its annual City Ski 
Meet Saturday at Bousquet Ski Area. Registration begins at 9 a.m. 
and continues until the start of the race at 10. There is no registra- 


“a suitable weekend has been fore- 


Suffice it to say the last few week- 
ends haven’t exactly been suitable. 

“There’s no question that rain is not 
an attractive time for skiers to come 
out here,” said Catamount’s Bill Gil- 
bert. “If it would only stop raining, 
we’d have a normal winter.” 


But what makes a “normal” winter in 


Meteorologists like to say that 
“normal” is nonsensical when trying 
to describe the weather. The correct 
term is “average.” And the “average” 


[Jo . 
in. New England‘is more likely than ~ 
not just a string of extremes canceling 
each other out. 

Take January, for example. The 
month blew in with a spell of bitter 
cold that put a smile on only the most 
hardened winter-lover’s face. 


But the cold went away about mid- 
month, yielding a string of 12 straight 
days above freezing, topping out with a 
high of 48 degrees on the 18th and 56 
degrees last Sunday, a temperature 
more than 20 degrees higher than one 
would expect. 

The result? The month is just about 
“normal” in the temperature column, 

WARMTH, continued on B4 


Pittsfield speedskaters win N.Y. titles 


i skating Club earned 

Three members of the Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating 
first-place finishes at the Eastern States Short Track Speedskating 
Championships in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., last weekend. 


nning the | 


tion fee. 


The short, open slalom race is open to area children ages 13 and 


under, and will have racer and non-racer categories aaa 


and gender. Trophies will be awarded. 


Information: 684-3050. 


Flynn was tops in the midget girls’ class, wi ihe 
Coe 500: and Peis events; Caroline Holland won the ju- 
yenile girls’ title with victories in the 333 and 777 and seconds in 
the 500 and 611; and Mary Lou DiNicola captured the veterans 
open class with wins in the 500, 777, 1,000 and 1,500. 

Fd Basinski was second in the veterans’ class 
finishes in the 500, 777, 1,000 and 1,500. | 


ith second-place 


do TF 


from 9 to 4. 


ne 
pe ¢ 
due to warmer weather 


The Pittsfield Winter Carnival family day, scheduled for Sunday, has 
been postponed due to weather conditions. In fact, all carnival events 
scheduled for this weekend, including Saturday's toboggan races, have 
been postponed. 

According to a statement from the winter carnival committee, family day 
—a winter extravaganza which traditionally draws hundreds to Burbank 
Park — will instead be held on Sunday, February 14. 

Other events willbe rescheduled when weather is suitable. “We are 
hoping to reschedule all aspects of the [carnival], possibly adding events,” 
said Clark Nicholls, a committee member. - 


Family day postpone 


Nicholls added that the automobile ice time trials scheduled for February | 


13 & 14 are still on at this time. ; 

Community services director Robert Mellace reported that most of the ice 
cover on Onota Lake, where several events are held, melted during a recent 
warm spell. In addition, the snow left on the ground is unsuitable for events 
such as snowshoeing and snow sculpturing. The city’s parks department 
sponsors the winter carnival, which is organized by a volunteer committee. 


Big steps 


ie 


Jared Leeds / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


her for activit 
his group of youngsters took advantage of the perfect weat { 
Hadi oterdat at Springside Park in Pittsfield. From left, Michael Do eae 
Patricia Aldrich, 10, and Levi Bissell, 8, all of Pittsfield, practice their snows: We. ao? \s 
ing maneuvers. The cold weather is expected to continue through sodays: aes | 


warmer temperatures expected tomorrow. 


SATURDAY 
deed wheel drive, unstudded: Jeff Denmeade; Bristol, Conn., Subaru Impreza, 


Front wheel drive: Eric Parham, W. Hartford, Conn., VW GTi, 2:30.798. 


paca wheel drive, studded: Tim Mather, E. Hartford, Conn., Honda Civic LX, 


; Lat wheel drive, bolts & screws: Jim Moore, Granby, Conn., Nissan Sentra, 


Front engine, rear wheel drive: Chuck Cox, Cambrid i 
2:58.379. , ridge, Mazda Miata, 


Front engine, rear wheel drive, bolts & screws: John Fairweather, Pittsfield 
Chevy Camaro, 2:27.172. 5 
Front engine, rear wheel drive, studded: Chuck Larson, BMW, 2:28.868. 
_Modified with screws & bolts: Bob Green, Skip Barber Driving School, Lake- 
ville, Conn., open cockpit Formula Dodge, 2:07.048. 
Rear engine, rear wheel drive: David Kosla, Pittsfield, Toyota MR2, 2:20.624. 
SUNDAY 
Four wheel drive, unstudded: Denmeade, 2:14.321. 
Front engine, front wheel drive: Parham, 2:13.856. 
Front engine, front wheel drive, bolts & screws: Kosla, 2:01.953. 
Front wheel drive: Mather, Nissan Sentra, 2:11.648. 
Front engine, front wheel drive, unstudded: John Groo, Hartford, Conn. 
Saab 900, 2:15.927. 
Front engine, rear wheel drive, unstudded: Cox, 2:34.308. 
Front engine, rear wheel drive, bolts & screws: Fairweather, 2:14.810. 
; baa engine, rear wheel drive, studded: Anne O'Neil, Hinsdale, BMW, 
Rear engine, rear wheel drive: Steve Scott, Pittsfield, VW Beetle, 1:59.334. 


/Speedskating lists novice finishers 


| ae Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club had several young skaters 
ne earned top-five finishes in novice division races at the Pitts- 
‘field Winter Carnival races Saturday in North Adams. Their results 


. were not available when meet results were Li i , 
Eagle. Top finishers were as follows: eae Ge 


The form of a champion 


Jared Leeds / Berkshire Eagle Stafi 


Of els 


Winter Carnival Ice Trials 
may be held this weekend 


PITTSFIELD — After further consideration, the Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee has decided that maybe it will run 
two days of auto races on Onota Lake this weekend after all. 

The crazy weather has left members of the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee pulling their hair, After deciding on a ten- — 
tative schedule earlier this week, organizers switched gears 
again late Wednesday. : 

As a result, the two-day Ice Trials scheduled for this week- 
end on Onota have not been postponed yet, chairman Clark 
W. Nicholls said. As of yesterday, at least, the autocross-style 
race will proceed on Saturday and Sunday under the auspices 
of the Mohawk Hudson Region of the Sports Car Club of 
America. Entry fee is $20. 

But Nicholls said warm weather and possible rain forecast 
for this weekend may force a postponement after all, Partici- 
pants are urged to call Ice Trials chairman Dave Kosla at 448- 
6152 on Friday to be sure. 

Family Day, the Winter Carnival’s premier event, has been 
moved to Clapp Park on Sunday, Feb. 21. Rarlier this week, 
Nicholls said it would be pushed back to Feb. 28. 

For the latest information, one may call Nicholls at 243- 


(131 


\ Youth Division: Chris Dinan, 2nd in 2: i : F Hears : : «es . 5 ° et ) 
\\ in 222, ath in 338, 500: Charlotte ae aiged Eddy aes oe Pee a 3rd ~ Pittsfield’s Mary Lou DiNicola, a longtime regional and national masters-division champion, maintains a lead? 
\ Sth in 222, 333, 444 and 500. 3 ‘ (¥ 9 ; : Nadia Garofolo/  gyer Liz Marchese as they round a bend during yesterday’s Pittsfield Winter Carnival speed skating competitio” 

; Oo in North Adams. DiNicola won her division. Story, Page C3. f 


_ Kids Division: Mi i alle Pi 
ie sion: Mitchell St. John, 2nd in 222, 111, 333; Rayelle Pierson, 3rd in 222, 111, 


3433. Qtr (99 


P) 
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Speed skating club seekimg uew coach 


om 


® PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club is seeking 
a coach for the upcoming season. The club’s indoor practice sessions 
bre on Tuesday from 7:15 to 8:15 p.m. and on Sunday from 7:30 to 8:30 
p.m. at the Pittsfield Boys’ and Girls’ Club. Anyone interested should 
call Pat Peaslee at 443-3466 or evenings to Marge Cohan at 442-5223. 


Tiel 


Speedskating club to meet Tuesday 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Parks Speedskating Club will 
hold its annual informational 
meeting this Tuesday at 7 p.m. at 


“WT ss 


speedskates and helmets and rec- 
ommends knee guards. Some 
children’s size seasonal rentals 
are available. All those interested 


Family Day rescheduled for F ebruary 21 


The annual Winter Carnival Fam- 
ily Day has been rescheduled for 
Sunday, February 21 from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at Clapp Park. 

The event, originally planned for 
January 31 and then moved to Febru- 
ary 14, has been postponed due toa 
lack of snow and ice at Onota Lake. 

Organizers are now switching the 
event to Clapp Park on West 
Housatonic Street.)| il { sf g 


Activities will include sledding, 
skating, snowshoeing, kite flying, 
snow sculpturing and horse-drawn 
wagon rides. Free competitions for 
youth will be featured. 

Family Day is sponsored by the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee, 
a volunteer group associated with 
the city parks department. 


Queen's ball scheduled 


, Thursday by 
-. Mantegari at 


the Springside House on North 
Street. The club will begin skat- 
ing the week of Oct. 15 and will 
skate Sundays from 7:30-8:25 and 
Tuesdays from 6:25-7:25. 

While the club supports a num- 
ber of competitive skaters, it wel- 
comes adult and child beginners 
interested in speedskating. The 
club requires skaters to wear 


in participating in the 1999-2000 
season should attend Tuesday’s 
meeting. .\- 

Information: Margie Cohan at 
449-5223 or Pat Peaslee at 443- 
3488. : 

The club is looking for a coach 
specially interested in working 
with children. Individ should 


call Cohan or Peaslee. sf ? p 


; Speed skating continues in N. Adams 


ittsfi i i its skating sea- 

The Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club will extend its skal 

son with ice time at the Vietnam. Veterans Memorial Rink in North 

Adams on Sunday nights from 7 to 8 p.m., beginning this weekend and 
+inuing for 11 weekends. 

One and non-members can skate for a spring season rate of $55 

for adults and $33 for children under. 12. Individual lessons are $7 for 


adults, $5 for children. pl / 
Information: Marjorie Cohan, 442-5223. . @ 


1 


for Itam Lodge Friday 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee will 
hold the Queen’s Coronation 
Ball at the Sons of Italy Itam 
Lodge this Friday . Doors will 
open at 8; the ceremony will 

egin at 9. 
eigcne will begin after the 
ceremony until 1. John Harding 
will provide music for the ball. 
Tickets are available for $7 until 


B33) | pp 
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“Carnival queen — 
-competition set 


to begin Sunday 


PITTSFIELD — The 54th an- 
scnual Winter Carnival Queen 
=iContest will kick off this Sun- 
day with a dinner at the Itam 
“Lodge. Contestants and _ their 
wimothers will be guests of the 
j2Pittsfield Winter Sports Com- 
mittee Inc. 

According to. chairwoman 
-,Laurie A. Mantegari, following 
the dinner the 16 contestants 
will begin selling their required 
“minimum of 1,000 Winter Car- 
.,Mival buttons in order to be eli- 
gible to contend for the title of 
-11999 Winter Carnival Queen. 
cv, The selection will be made 
Friday, Feb. 26, at the Queen’s 
»€oronation Ball, to be held at 
“the Itam Lodge. Three judges 
will make their selections based 
on poise, appearance, personal- 
_ ity, expression and understand- 
ing of the Winter Carnival ac- 
» tivities. 
ii’ The sale of buttons is a sepa- 
“fate contest and has no bearing 
‘on the judging of the queen or 
lady-in-waiting. 

This year the queen will re- 
ceive a $1,000 scholarship and 
the lady-in-waiting, a $500 
scholarship to the schools of 
their choice. The contestant 
who sells the most buttons will 

_feceive a special award; contes- 

“stants will also choose a Miss 

Congeniality. 

'\* Contestants are: 

-- DHeather A. Barry, 18, 

“‘daughter of Stephen and Mari- 
lyn Barry of Pittsfield, is a sén- 

stior at St. Joseph Central High 

“School. She is director of thé 


‘s€ommunity Service Office, . 


“spresident of the student council 
sand a captain of Model Con- 
_ gress. She has also participated 
Ran varsity soccer, skiing, and 
% softball in which she is captain. 
Inthe community, Barry is a 


member of the Pittsfield Youth ~ 


Commission, a mentor for the 
“Cops and Kids Program, a 
‘seooking teacher at the CYC and 
secretary of Rotary Interact. A 
‘National Honor Society mem- 

ber, she was recently named the 

Springfield Union News Student 

of the week, and has also been 

named semifinalist in the Na- 
tional Coca-Cola scholarship 

search. Barry plans to pursue a 

career in- business» at Boston 

College. Barry Architects and 
*\Hand-Of-Man will sponsor her. 
~1s p Sara R. Church, 18, daugh- 
yiter of Thomas and Renee 
*Church of Pittsfield, is a senior 
vat Pittsfield High School where 
‘she is a member of the Peer 
=-Resource Team. She is a volun- 
“tteer at Berkshire Medical Cen- 
-iter and the Kids’ Place, and is 
“employed at East Street Video 
Sand Variety. She plans to attend 
jplesley College and major in so- 
~icial work. 3 
‘' ) Michele A. Croughwell, 18, 
daughter of George and Shirley 
~Croughwell of Pittsfield, is a 
‘freshman at Berkshire Com- 


jmunity College. She is em- 


_ ployed by CVS. 

“()Natalka Gela, 17, daughter 
‘of Dr. George Gela and Joanne 
Gela of Pittsfield, is a senior at 
Pittsfield High School where 


she is secretary of the Latin 
‘Club, a member of the chorus, a 
> ‘participant in the Math League, 
‘and a tutor. In the community, 
“Gela is a member of Synkrony 
“Orchestra at the Pittsfield 
- -‘Gommunity Musie School. She 
is a Ukrainian school teacher in 
Albany, N.Y., and a member of 
‘Plast (a Ukrainian youth organ- 
_ilization). She plans to attend 
Ohio State University majoring 
ein veterinary medicine. 
io DRebecea L. Hashim, 17, 
. daughter of James and Peggy 
“Hashim of Pittsfield, is a senior 
«at Taconic High School. She is 
_ involved in the student council, 
» National Honor Society, year- 
“book, Latin Club, Chemistry 
Olympiad, Quiz Team, Travel 
~Glub, SADD and Pep Club. She 


“is a member of the prom com-— 


.,mittee and the School Building 

Commission, and is chairwoman 
_of a Crosby Elementary School 
f tutoring program. She is captain 
t of the track and field team and 
» runs indoor track. In the eom- 
-munity, she is involved with 
Pittsfield’s Straubing, Germany, 
exchange program, New KEng- 
land Math League, Berkshire 
Youth United, softball for the 
Parks Department and is co- 


=n 


Hashim is a volunteer for Spe- 
cial Olympics, a candy striper at 
Berkshire Medical Center and 
Bright Horizons Day Care Cen- 
ter, She has been accepted at 
the University of Pennsylvania, 
where she hopes to pursue a 
career in pediatric psychiatry. 
dDJennifer Ketchum, 17, 
daughter of Henry and Abby 
Ketchum. of Pittsfield,.is a sen- 
ior at Pittsfield High School 
where she is on the alpine ski 


“team, diving team, and is cap- 


tain of the gymnastics team. 
She has also been involved with 
the track team and musical 
productions at the school, and 


‘has been honored with a multi- 


ple year award in Who’s Who 
Among American High School 
Students. Ketchum is a seven- 
year member -of the concert 
band, and a first-year member 
of the jazz band. She is a 1996 
graduate of the Massachusetts 
Junior Conservatory of Music. 
She was a lifeguard and swim- 
ming instructor at the Salvation 
Army Camp. in Boston. Hol- 
lingsworth, Rock’s Business So- 
lutions and Abby’s Daycare will 
sponsor Ketchum, : 

>» Amanda Lee, 17, daughter of 
Ronald and Marilynne Lee of 
Pittsfield, is a senior at Pitts- 
field High School. She volun- 
teers at. the Kids’ Place and is 
employed at the Weathervane in 
the Berkshire Mall. WBRK will 
sponsor her. 

d Olivia J. Mars, 17, is the 
daughter of Carolyn J. Clayton 
of Pittsfield and Daniel J. Mars. 
A senior. at Pittsfield High 
School, she is vice president of 
SADD. She is on the volleyball 
team, and in the Pep and 
French clubs, select chorus, and 
Proteus (drama club), In the 
community, she is a member of 
the CYC Service Soéiéty, Coty 
Center, and instructs lifeguards 
at the YMCA and Berkshire 
West. > 

)Sara McKinney, 17, daugh- 
ter of Bruce and Diane McKin- 
ney of Pittsfield, is a senior. at 
Pittsfield’ High School where 
she is vice president of her class 
and treasurer of the student 
council. She is a member: of the 
National Honor Society, and is 


- involved with the drama society, 


yearbook committee, diversity 


' committee and relationship 


committee. Moynihan and 
Kowalezyk P.C., Kowalczyk 
Construction and Rosanne M. 
Fieri Photography will sponsor 
her. 

>) Caribeth Murphy, 17, 
daughter of Michele Drysgola 
and John P. Murphy Jr. of 
Pittsfield, is a senior at St. 
Joseph Central High School 
where she is captain of the 
cheerleading squad. In. the 
community, she is an All-Star 
cheerleader at the Catholic 
Youth Center where she is also 
a Bantam cheering coach. Qual- 
ity Printing will be her sponsor. 
She plans to attend Berkshire 


Community College in the fall 


majoring in elementary educa- 
tion. ° : ; 

>) Rachael Plaine, 17, is the 
daughter of Mitchell and Bar- 


bara Plaine of Pittsfield. Plaine © 


is a senior at St. Joseph Central 
High School where she is a 
member of the National Honor 
Society, Senior Retreat Team, 
yearbook committee, semi- 
formal committee, and a partic- 
ipant in the annual spring mu+ 
sical. She has achieved high 
honors throughout high school, 


and volunteers with Special_ 


Olympics. She is a choir mem- 
ber and altar server at St. 
Charles Parish. In the commu- 
nity, she dances for Terpsichore 
Dance Center, has been a 


member of Berkshire Ballet’s.. 


Junior Company and Walnut 
Hill’s Summer Dance Program. 


Rachael is employed by Plaine’s , 


Queen contestants pose with the 1998 queen and. lady-in- 


Th 


waiting. From left to right in bottow row aré@,.Melissa 
Simonelli, 1998 queen Jacky Reynolds, 1998-:lady-im- 


waiting Jennifer Cahill, and Olivia Mars. 


Bike and Ski, which is also her 
sponsor. 


pAnne Riello, 17, is the 
daughter of Anthony and 
Christine Riello. A senior at 
Pittsfield High School, she is 
treasurer of Proteus and a 
member of the French Club. In 
the community, she is public 
relations officer to the Pittsfield 
Youth Commission, and teaches 


CCD at Mount Carmel Church. 


Riello is employed by Over the 
Rainbow Restaurant in Pitts- 
field. She plans to attend Km- 
manuel College in the fall 
where she will double major in 
political science and interna- 
tional relations. 


pAlison M. Shaffer, 17, 
daughter of Anne Marie Shaffer 
of Pittsfield, is a senior at St. 
Joseph Central High School 
where she is a member of the 
National Honor Society and 
soccer team, and vice president 
of the student council. In the 
community, she volunteers at 
the Catholic Youth Center and 
is a cheerleading coach. She is 
employed by Over the Rainbow 
Restaurant in Pittsfield. 


>) Melissa Simonelli, 17, is the 
daughter of Carmen Simonelli 
of Dalton and MaryEllen Good- 
rich of Pittsfield. A senior at St. 
Joseph Central High School, 
she is on the executive board of 
the Senior Class. Council, Model 
Congress, National Honor Soci- 


ety and has been on the honor _ 


/Sled races slated 


Top row: “Anne 


roll throughout high ischool,.In ; 
the community, Simonelli.vol- 
unteers with the Special.Olym- 
pics, Cops and Kids and Service 
Society. She is etnployed’” by 
Mazzeo’s Ristorante. In the fall, 
she, plans to atteid Bélitley 
College majoring in-business:* 

>) Lisa Southard, 17, daughter 


Saturday at Clapp Park 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee and 
the Department of Community 
Services, Parks and Recreation 
have announced that the “any- 
thing goes sled races” will be 
held as planned this Saturday at 
Clapp Park. 

Participants have been en- 
couraged to bring any suitable 
sleds. Trophy prizes will be 
awarded to the most unique 
sled designs. 

There will be several divisions 
divided by ages from 1 through 
100 and trophy prizes will be 

awarded to the top three fin- 
ishes in each age category. 


\ genta 6060 Dave, Mel 


, Or- f 


anizer, 684-3050. (¥ G4) . 


Rosanne M. Frieri Photography 


-.Riello, Heather Barry, Alison Shaffer, Rachael Plaine, 


Caribeth Murphy, Natalka Gela, Kristin Wiehl, Becky 
Hashim, Sara Church, Jennifer Ketchum, Lisa Southard, 
Michele Croughwell, Sara McKinney and Amanda Lee. 


of Muliicent and David South- 
ard, is a senior at Pittsfield 
High School where she is in- 
“volved with the Peer, Resource 
Team, SADD and yearbook 
committee. She is a certified life 
“guard and swim instructor. 
Southard is employed by East 
* Street Video and Variety. 


| Carnival for the kids 


>) Kristin Wiehl, 17, daughter 
of Steven and Nancy Wiehl, is a 
senior at Pittsfield High School. 
In the community, she volun- 
teers at Berkshire Medical Cen- 
ter, and at Williams and Al- 
lendale elementary schools. 
Harts’ Pharmacy and Century 
21 will be her sponsors. — 


Photos by Bob McDonough / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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Lidue 


A field of 32 young skiers turned out yesterday for the Pittsfield Winter Carnival’s 


chairwoman of the Citizen | 


Scholarship Foundation... City Ski Meet at Bousquet. In top photo, race organizer Dave Melle offers last-minute in- , 


i i i i look on. In.’ 
i to Jimmy Zuber (36), as Danny Martin and Katherine Ferris (34) 
eat Bh Collin Flynn (11) smiles as he starts his path to victory in the non-racer age. 


Sr ee ee, 


i 
| 


-and-under division. Complete results are on 


the Scoreboard, Page C4. 
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Carnival ————= 7 
events are ee . , 
announced - Winterfest 

| pITTSFIELD — The =| 


Pittsfield Winter Sports 

Committee has announced 
, Winter Carnival events. ~ 
{ scheduled for this week-= 
‘end and Sunday, March 7. 
The committee has stated 
that this weekend’s events ~ 
will take place regardless « 
of the weather. : 

The ‘Anything Goes” 
Sled Races will be held 
tomorrow at Clapp Park on. 
West Housatonic Street* 
from 11 to 4. Registration 
begins at 11. Entry is free. 
Free hot dogs and hot 
chocolate will be available 
from the Pittsfield Fire 
Department Workers In-, 
ternational Firefighters 
Union Local 2647. 

Family Day will take’ 
place this Sunday at Clapp 
Park from 11 to 4. This day 
marks the last chance to 
meet the Winter Carnival 
Queen contestants and 
purchase buttons. Activi- 
ties include sled, skating 
and snowshoe races, 
horseshoes, kite flying, 
snow sculpturing (weather . 
permitting) and golf-on-ice 
competitions. 

Depending on. wind 
conditions, there will also 
be hot air balloon rides for 
the children. Haywagon 
rides are provided 
throughout the event as 
well as free helium bal- 
loons and refreshments for 
the children. Dogsled rides | 
for children only are | 
planned. Warm and cold 
refreshments will be 
available for a nominal fee. 
Registration begins at 11. 
Entry is free. 

The ice fishing derby 
will be held Sunday, 
March 7, from 6:30 to 2 on 
Onota Lake at the Controy 
Pavilion. Prizes will be 
awarded in many age cat- 
egories. There may be a» 
nominal entry fee. This 
event was displaced in the - 
move of Family Day to 
Clapp Park. 

For information on all 
events: Department of So- 
cial Services, Parks and 
Recreation a Hes : 


#4 


Freshly fallen snow blanketed 
SpringsidePark on Saturday morning; 
the sky was a back-lit gray. 

A chilly wind blew across the 
grounds, carrying large flakes of snow, 
perfect for catching on the tongue. 

Allin all, it was a classic winter day. 
Nearly 100 people attended “Winter- 
fest,” an event that celebrates both the 
season and the upper North Street park. 
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The weather was chilly, but the smiles were warm for Saturday’s “Winterfest” at Springside Park. 
Courtney Sloane and her mom, Peggy, bundled up for the celebration. 


RR eR AN ee 


_| A few inches of freshly 
_¢- fallen snow tempted 
te *“\. “Winterfest” revelers to 
Nea 4 try snowshoeing. 

4 74 Groups explored the 
expansive park 
throughout the day. 
Event organizer 
Tommie Bailey stands 
ready to assist. 





por 
— “all AA 
produced a host ofimaginative 
contraptions, including this closed-cab toboggan. The young 


engineers later tried their flexible flyers on a downhill run. 








Here we go: 
A toboggan built for 4 
two sails down a 

Springside Park hill. : 
_. Sledding ‘capped , 
*~ the afternoon. cs 





* 
——: : 
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With the temperature in the teens and snow in the air, “hse 


Winterfest revelers warmed up inside Springside House, 
where Barbara Wynroth served hot chocolate. 


‘ Skating club offers \ 
beginners’ lessons 


at Boys,’ Girls Club 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Parks Speed Skating Club, in 
conjunction with the Department 
of Community Services, Parks 
and Recreation, will conduct its 
annual Learn-to-Skate program 
beginning Monday, Dec. 27. 


The program will run Monday 
through Thursday, Dec. 27-30, 
from 11:45 to 12:45 at the 
Pittsfield Boys’ and Girls’ Club 
rink on Melville Street. 


Skaters are required to wear 

helmets, gloves and knee and — 
elbow pads. They should dress 
warmly but avoid loose, baggy 
clothes and long scarves. No dou- 
ble runner skates are permitted. 
A limited number of skates may 
be rented from the Boys’ and 
Girls’ Club. Skaters must be at 
least 5 years of age. 

Registration will be held this 
Tuesday from 6:30 to 7 p.m. at the 
skating rink. Cost of the program 
is $15 on Tuesday and $17 there- 





Photos by Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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Photos by Jared Leeds / Berkshire Eagle Sta! 
Rachael Plaine, 11, second from left, a senior at St. Joseph’s High School, waits to be announced with her fellow 


Winter Carnival Queen contestants at the Itam Lodge in Pittsfield on Friday: night. 


Winter Carnival picks queen 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Bagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD —. One by one, the 16 
contestants at Friday night’s 54th annual 


_ Pittsfield Winter Carnival Queen cor- 
nation ball walked across the floor at 


Itam Lodge, curtsied, and made their way 


to the reviewing stand. 


As Rachael Plaine watched her® fellow 
contestants, she thought several of them 
had a chance to be this year’s Winter 
Carnival queen. Anyone but her, she 


thought. 


_The 16 contestants sold a 


record 53,770 Winter 
Carnival buttons. 


' She was wrong. Gasping as her name 
‘was announced, crying as outgoing queen 
Jacky Reynolds put the crown on her 
head, the 17-year-old Plaine was selected 
by the judges as this year’s Winter Car- 


|. nival queen. 
“JT was so surprised,” said Plaine, a 
senior at St. Joseph’s High School, where 
she is a member of the National Honor 
Society. “I couldn’t believe it when they 
called my name. I didn’t expect it at all. I 
guess I was laughing and crying at the 


same time. I still can’t believe it.” 


Almost as shocked as Plaine was 17- 
_ year-old Taconic High School senior Re- 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee Inc. of 
the Department of Community 
Services and the Parks and Re- 
creation Department has announ- 
ced the schedule of events for the 
55th annual Pittsfield Winter 
Carnival. 

The event, which provides win- 
ter activities, mostly outdoors and 
free of charge, is for people of all 
ages. The Pittsfield Winter Carn- 
ival is planned and executed by 
the Pittsfield Winter Sports 
Committee, a totally volunteer 
nonprofit organization, under the 
auspices of the City of Pittsfield, 

' Department of Community Ser- 
vices and Parks and Recreation. 

The following is a schedule of 
events. Extreme weather condi- 
tions may cause changes or can- 
cellation of events. 

A Button Design Contest, from 
Sept. 27 to Oct. 27, was held to 
award prizes to Pittsfield school- 
children in a contest , broken 
down into age groups, to design 
the year’s button. 

The overall winning design is 
made into a 2-inch button that will 
be sold by contestants as part of 
the Queen Contest. The sale of 
these buttons raises money to 
support the activities of the carni- 
val. 

A Home Snow Sculpture Con- 
test will be held from Saturday, 
Jan. 8 through Saturday, Jan. 22. 
A family or group of individuals 
may construct a snow sculpture, 
and upon completion a judge will 
inspect and photograph the sculp- 
ture. The winners will be judged 
by the committee based on the 
photographs taken. Winners will 
be chosen and announced at 
Family Day. Entry is free and 
entry forms are available from the 
Parks Department. 

The Pittsfield Winter Carnival 
Queen Contest is open to girls 17 
to 21 years of age who live, attend 
school or work in Pittsfield or an 
adjoining town. The contest runs 
from Sunday, Jan. 16, through 
Sunday, Feb. 13. There is no entry 
fee. This contest culminates with 
the Queen’s Coronation Ball, 
where the winning contestant and 


Rachael Plaine felts as che is declared the ey 
queen Jacky Reynolds is at left. 


the lady in waiting are crowned. 
Scholarships are awarded to the 
new Queen and Lady-in-waiting. 
In addition, the contestants cho- 
ose Miss Congeniality and a spe- 
cial scholarship award is given to 
the top button seller. During the 
four-week Queen contest, the con- 
testants must sell a minimum of 
1,000 buttons, 2 for $1, to qualify 
to be judged for Queen. A maxi- 
mum of 16 girls may enter. 
Application forms will be avail- 
able in early January at Pittsfield 
high schools, Berkshire Comm- 
unity College and at the Parks 
Department offices at Springside 
House, 874 North St. The first 16 
qualified applications submitted 
will be accepted for the contest. 


Family Day set Jan. 23 


Family Day, to be held Sunday, 
Jan. 23, at 11 a.m., is the premier 
outdoor family event of the Winter 
Carnival. 

It will be held at the Controy 
Pavilion on the shore of Onota 
Lake. The public is invited to 
meet all the Queen contestants 
and purchase buttons. Activities 
include sled, skating and. snow- 
shoe races, horseshoes on ice, kite 
flying, snow sculpturing, ice fish- 
ing and golf-on-ice competitions. 

This year’s Family Day includes 
tethered hot air balloon rides for 
children (50-100 foot vertical 
ascent). These are dependent on 
wind conditions. 

Horse drawn haywagon rides 
are provided throughout the after- 
noon as are free helium balloons 
and refreshments for children, 
face painting and magician 
demonstrations. A wood stove 
heated pavilion is available as are 
warm and cold refreshments. 
Entry to all activities is free, 
except for the ice fishing derby. 

Toboggan races will be held 
with two-, three- and four- person 
categories for all ages. Toboggans 
are supplied, but participants may 
bring their own. This event, held 
Sunday, Jan. 30, is scheduled for 
Osceola Park on Gale Avenue, but 
if conditions are not adequate the 
event will be held at Clapp Park, 
West Housatonic Street. Regis- 
tration starts at 11 am.; timed 


becca L. Hashim, who was selected as 
both Lady-in-Waiting and Miss Con- 
geniality. The Miss Congeniality Award is 
selected by the contestants. 

“Miss Congeniality meant more to me,” 
Hashim said. “I was the only girl from 
Taconic. I didn’t know anybody.” 


By virtue of their awards, 
Plaine won a $1,000 scholarship 
and Hashim a $500 scholarship 
to the schools of their choice. 

The 16 contestants also sold a 
record 53,770 Winter Carnival 
buttons, breaking the previous 
high of 45 ,432 set last year. This 
year’s total sale of buttons pro- 
duced a gross income of $26,885. 
The money raised helps support 
carnival events conducted an- 
nually by the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee Inc. of the 
Department of Community 
Services, Parks and Recreation. 
The money also goes toward 
supporting local competitors on 


the state, regional and national 
levels. ; 

Plaine was also the top button 
seller, 11,007, which earned her 
an additional $1,100 scholarship. 
Queen’s contest and Coronation 
Ball chairwoman Laurie A. 
Mantegari said Plaine’s total 
was the second highest in Win- 
ter Carnival queen history. 

“T went to so many sponsors 
every day,” Plaine said. “I told 
Laurie I was going to beat the 
record.” 

Contestants were judged in 
five categories — poise, expres- 
sion, appearence, personality, 
and knowledge of Winter Car- 
nival activities. The judging, 
which took place before the 
ceremony, delayed the start of 
the coronation ball 45 minutes. 


- Jared Leeds / Berkshire Eagle Stah 


Winter Carnival Queen Rachael Plaine gets congratulations from her a 4 & 


& Queen from Bt 


“The judges really got ct 
volved with the questions,” 
Mantegari said. “The girls did 
such a good job. I’m really 
proud of them.” 

Plaine, wearing a cream- 
colored silk gown accented with 
beading, thought she flubbed 
some of the questions. 


_ “I was so nervous,” Plaine 
said. “The one thing Laurie told 
us was, ‘Don’t say um.’ I must 
have said um about a million 
times.” 

_ Plaine, Hashim and the other 
contestants each chipped in $3 
to buy Mantegari a dozen red 
roses. 

“Thank you, girls. You were 
wonderful,” Mantegari said: 
“And remember, you're. all 
queens. OK?” 


log 


Hashim also receiv S/ a crown EPS ef 
selected Lady-in-Waiting. She said that 
honor would take a while to sink in. 


“Maybe it will when I look at myself in 


runs start at noon. 

City Downhill Slalom Ski Meet 
competition for youngsters under 
the age of 13 will be held 
Saturday, Feb. 5, at Bousquet Ski 
Area. Each entrant has at least 
two runs down the hill, with the 
best time counting toward tro- 
phies. Registration begins at 9 
a.m., racing at 10. There is no 
entry fee. 

Cross Country Ski Races, held 
on Sunday, Feb. 6, at Canterbury 
Farm Ski Touring area on Fred 
Snow Road in Becket, are open to 
all ages. Registration starts at 9 
a.m. and entry is free. 

Automobile Ice Time Trials on a 
1-1.5 mile slalom course set up on 
the frozen surface of Onota Lake 
at the Controy Pavilion on 
Lakeway Drive will be held on 
Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 12 and 
13. The event is open to all 
licensed drivers with automobiles 
equipped with seat belts. Helmets 
are required and loaners are avail- 
able. This event is co-sanctioned 


r 


the mirror with the crown on,” Hashim 
said. “I don’t know. It’s unbelievable.” 
QUEEN, continued on B5 


this year by the Mohawk Hudson 
Region of the Sports Car Club of 
America. A driver may enter more 
than one vehicle, and loaner cars 
may be available at an additional 
cost to cover fuel expenses. Entry 
is $20 per entrant, registration will 
begin at 9 a.m., and timed runs 
start at 11. 

The Queen’s Coronation Ball 
will be held on Friday, Feb. 18, at 
the Itam Lodge at 9 p.m. Tickets 
are $7 per person. The ball is the 
culmination of the Queen 
Contest. The Queen and lady-in- 
waiting for the following season 


“are chosen and crowned, and 


other awards, such as top button 
seller and Miss Congeniality are 
presented. College scholarships 
are the top awards. 

Pittsfield Short Track Speed 
Skating Championships are held 
at the Vietnam Veterans Skating 
Rink in North Adams on 
Saturday, Feb. 19, at noon. The 
Pittsfield Speed Skating Club of 
the Pittsfield Department of 


The Berkshire Eagle, Monday, December 27, 1999 — B5 


Activities announced for Pittsfield Winter Carnival 


Community Development, Parks 
and Recreation, is the host team 
for this event. 5 

There is an entry fee and 
entrants are members of the 
Amateur Speedskating Union. 
There is no fee for spectators. 

Anything-Goes Sled Races are 
open to all ages. This is the sec- 
ond year for the event which will 
be held at Clapp Park on West 
Street on Sunday, Feb. 20. Regis- 
tration starts at 11 am. and 
entrants may be any age. Bring 


your cardboard box, snow tube, | 
sled, plastic swimming pool or 
antique bathtub. There is no entry 
fee. 

Persons interested in helping 
may contact the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee. “ 

Meetings are on most Wednes- 
day evenings at 7 during January 
and February and are held at the 
Springside House on upper North 
Street. 

Information: 499-9343 week- 
days between 9 and 4. 












Ae Bs, : The Pittsfield Gazette’ February 25, 1999 | 


"Family Day 


After two postponements and a change 
of sites, Pittsfield’s winter Family Day 
took place Sunday at Clapp Park . 





Attendees tried not to let cold weather — or a ballon that refused to soar — deflate their enjoyment of the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee’s Family Day on Sunday. 





December 30, 1999 


Winter carnival events 
commence in January 


‘The Pittsfield Winter Carnival —a series of free c 
active mode during January. 
The 55th annual festival is -»onsored 





ommunity events — will swing into 


by the Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee 
. . . . . a a 
volunteer organization that works in conjunction with the municipal parks department. 


New this year — pending the arrival of snow — is a home snow sculpture contest. 


Between January 8 and 22, families and groups are invited to construct asnow sculpture 
When the sculpture is completed, the-en- : 


trants contact the parks depaitment to ar- 
range for an inspection and photograph ses- 
sion. Judges will announce the winners on 
January 23. 

‘The premier event of the carnival is Fam- 
ily Day on Sunday, January 23 from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at Burbank Park and Onota Lake. 
Activities will include haywagon rides, kite 
flying, golf-on-ice, hot air balloon rides, 
horseshoes, magic and races for sledders, 
skaters and snowshoers. All events are free 
except an ice-fishing derby, which has a 
modest entry fee. 

The annual Toboggan Races will take 
place on Sunday, January 30 beginning at 
noon at Osceola Park. The alternate site is 
Clapp Park. Toboggans are supplied or par- This year’s Pittsfield Winter Carnival 
ficipants can bring their own. Allages may button was designed by Cheryl Martin 

compete in two, three and four person cat- a fifth grader at St. Mark Middle School, 
egories. Registration starts at 11 a.m. for the The button depicts a child with a ei 


free competition. ; 
: ; rised look. 
The Winter Carnival Queen Contest for se one 


young women ages 17 to 21 officially runs 
from January 16 through February 13 under the supervision of Laurie Mantegari. The 
contest culminates in February with a coronation ball. During the four-week contest 
entrants sell buttons at 50 cents to help fund the 
overall carnival. (A maximum of 16 contestants 
are allowed): Entry forms are available from the 
_ parks department at 874 North Street. 

February events will include: Youth downhill 
ski meet on February 5 at Bousquet Ski Area; 
_ cross country ski races on February 6; automo- 
bile ice time trials on February 12-13 on Onota 
Lake (entry fee); Queen’s coronation ball on Feb- 
Tuary 18 at the Itam Lodge (admission fee); speed 
skating championships on February 19.at Viet- 
nam Veterans Skating Rink in North Adams; and 
“Anything Goes” sled races on February 20 at 
Clapp Park. 

The committee welcomes new members to 
help organize and run events: Meetings are held 
at 7 p.m. most Wednesdays during January and 
February at Springside House. 


Family Day events on January 23 will 
include quirky activities such as “horse- 
shoes on ice.” 
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The sledding hill at Clapp Park was 
though many sledders weren't deterred. This youngster awaited on 
a flat ice spot, contemplating movement. 











Many planned activities couldn't be held at Clapp Park due to limited snow cover, but 
these youngsters relished an outdoor magic performance. 
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Pittsfield Winter Carnival Queen 
contest applications due Jan. 11 


PITTSFIELD — A contest for 
the 55th annual Winter Carnival 
Queen will begin in January. 

The contest is open to all single 
girls ages 17 through 21 who have 
never been married, have no chil- 
dren, are of good moral character, 
and who live, attend school or 
work in Pittsfield — or who live in 
the adjoining towns of Dalton, 
Hancock, Lanesboro, Lenox, 
Richmond or Washington. 

Each contestant must sell a 
minimum of 1,000 Winter Carni- 
val buttons to be eligible for judg- 
ing at the Queen’s Coronation 
Ball, which has been scheduled 
for Friday, Feb. 18, at Itam Lodge. 

A Miss Congeniality will be 
selected by the queen contestants 
and the contestant selling the 
most buttons will receive a spe- 
cial gift. The queen and lady-in- 
waiting also will receive special 
gifts. 

The sale of buttons is a separate 
contest and has no bearing on the 
judging of queen and lady-in- 
waiting. The contestant accumu- 
lating the highest score during 

the judging will become queen, 


and the contestant accumulating 
the second highest score will 
become lady-in-waiting. 

If the highest button seller is 
selected queen or lady-in-waiting, 
she will receive a prize in addition 
to those prizes for queen and 
lady-in-waiting. 

David Melle, chairman of the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit- 
tee Inc. of the Department of 
Community Service, Parks and 
Recreation, has announced that 
Laurie A. Mantegari is chairman 
of the 55th annual Winter Carn- 
ival Queen contest for the fifth 
year. 

Application forms, contest 
rules and regulations, and more 
information on the contest may 
be obtained from Mantegari by 
calling 442-5352. Application 
forms also are available at the 
parks and recreation office at 
Springside House, 874 North St., 
and also at the three city high 

schools. There is a limit of 16 con- 
testants and the deadline for fil- 


ing appljcatiogs is Tuesday, Jan. 
nee Jel pas) 7 7 


also chosen according to 
' grade. In the kindergarten 


The horseshoes on ice competition — traditionally held atop 
Onota Lake — proved among the most successful trans- 
planted events. Just alittle momentum ensured horseshoes 
would slide toward the targets. 


Hay rides around the park proved popular. The winter carnival celebration continues on Friday with 
the Queen competition banquet. An ice-fishing derby is tentatively scheduled for March 7. 


>th-grader designs winning button 
PITTSFIELD — Laurie A. Mantegari, organizer of this year’s button 

design contest, has announced that Cheryl Martin, a fifth-grader from 

St. Mark’s School, has won the 2000 Winter Carnival button design con- 


test. 


_.. The button design, which depicts a child with a surprised look on its 


face, was chosen from more na 
than 50 entries submitted to 
the Winter Sports Com- 
mittee by children from the 
city’s elementary, middle 
and high schools. 

Category winners were 


through Grade 2. category, 
Michael Drumm from 
Conte Elementary School 
was the winner. Andrea 
Francis from Conte was the 
grades 3-5 category winner. 
In the grades 6-8 category, 
Molly Murphy from St. 
Mark’s was the winner. In 
grades 9-12, Catherine Burt 
was the winner from 
Taconic High School. é : 

The winning designer received a $100 gift certificate to the Berkshire 
Mall at the Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee meeting on Dec. Gy 4 
Each category winner received a $50 Berkshire Mall gift certificate at 
the meeting. 5 

The contest is sponsored by the Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee 
Inc. of the Department of Community Service, Parks and Recreation. 
Buttons are sold by contestants for Winter Carnival Queen, and pro- 


ceeds help pay for carnival events. Buttons will g00 sale ree ; 
16. © for | \ 
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AWARDED BY: 


exkslire Eagle’s 


Congratulations to 


Clapp Par. 


for being voted 


Best. Sledding Fill 
of 1999 by Berkshires eek readers 


AWARDED BY: 


Congratulations to 


Clapp Par 


for being voted 


Best Local Park 


of 1999 by Berkshires Week readers 
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Pittsfield, Massachusetts , 
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your dedication to the beautification 
of the City of Pittsfield through your 
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AWARDED BY: 


Congratulations to 


Clapp Par. 


for being voted 


Best Playground 


of 1999 by Berkshires Week readers 


Berkshires Week Ad Director 





Parks budget must 


The initial parks department bud- 


STow 


The Pittsfield Gazette April 15, 1999 


to maintain 


facilities, new commissioner says - 


get presented by community services 
director Robert Mellace looks a lot 
like last year’s. In fact the bottom line 
has barely changed at all. 

New parks commissioner James 
Conant believes that the lack of new 
parks funds could have serious con- 
sequences in coming years, and is 
already beginning to cause problems. 

“What do you do, wait until you 
just collapse?” Conant remarked 
during this past Monday’s parks 
commission meeting. “We're inch- 

_ing toward that scenario. We've gota 
bucket of bolts out there.” 

Conant, who has groundskeeping 
experience, said that parks depart- 
ment equipment is too dilapidated 
to maintain playing fields. These 
grounds, once they fall into disre- 
pair, are extremely difficult to re- 
cover. 

“My concern is real,” he said. 
“Those fields, they’rein tough shape. 
It's just not going to function as an 
athletic field if we don’t do some- 
thing.” 

Some park fields may soon be- 
come unusable for sports like soccer 


and baseball. Even fields that have © 


been refurbished, suchas Clapp Park 
on West Housatonic Street, are in 
jeopardy, he added. 

“It’s just going to be all beat up 
again if you don’t maintain it,” he 
said. 

Conant suggested that in order to 
save city parks, some type of user 
fees may have to be established. “I 
think it’s really mandatory that [the 
city] collect a couple of bucks,” he 
said, noting particularly the exten- 


Parks commissioners may ask the school department to providemore 
funds toward the upkeep of fields such as this one at Clapp Park that 


is used by the Pittsfield High School baseball team. 


Burbank Park. “People going in for 
free — it’s got to stop.” 

Commission chairman Clifford 
Nilan suggested that school money 
should be used to maintain parks, 
considering how many student ac- 
tivities utilize parks. 

“The school department should 
chip in,” he said. 

Conant agreed. “You look at [the 
school department's] end of_it, 
they've got shiny everything over 
there,” hesaid. “We're the Flintstones 
over here. There’s no fortitude to do 
anything about it.” 

The board agreed to invite parks 
maintenance chief Anthony Stracuzzi 
to a meeting to discuss park upkeep 
and equipment. 

The parks budget draft, as submit- 


review and input, requests $277,423 
— notincluding salaries for full-time 
employees. 

Mellace’s draft budget does in- 
clude a request for an additional 
$10,000 for“ vehicle maintenance and 
repair.” 

“Due to the aging condition of our 
vehicle fleet, this: request is impor- 
tant to help ensure our vehicles re- 
main operative,” he states. 

Mellace suggested that parks com- 
missioners create a separate “wish 
list” budget: “Based on comments 
received throughout the year, from 
bothelected officials, school officials, 
volunteer organizations and the gen- 
eral public, there appears to be a 
strong desire for increased capital 
improvements, park maintenance 


sive ongoing improvements at ted by Mellace to the commission for and recreation programming.’ 


= ovy 
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Park commission reviews: 
varied activity requests, 
iy requests) 2 1 


By Anthony Fyden 

Professional wrestling at Wahconah Park, a religiodss rally at the Com-. 
mon and “Cyclocross” bike racing at West Memorial Park were among 
summer events approved by the park commission this past Monday. 

The board also approved a day of family-oriented stage performances at 
Pitt Park — but not before significantly scaling down the proposal. ; 

During a meeting at Springside House, the board heard from several 
petitioners requesting use of city parks. While most met with board ap- 
proval, members deemed a request from the Reigning Love Church too far 
reaching. 

Representatives of the West Street church had asked to use Pitt Park on 
John Street for four consecutive Saturdays in August to hold family- 
oriented performances. Spokesman Bob Graham said that the church was 
hoping to “give something back to the community” rather than solicit new 
church members. 

Graham said that the free performances, which would feature a puppet 
show, would stress family values. “It’s a kind of alternative to what [kids] 
normally see on TV,” he said. 

Commission chairman Anthony Massimiano suggested that allowing 
the church to use the bandshell at Pitt Park for the four dates may be unfair 
to other park patrons. 


Nativity scene approved. 
for site in Park Square — 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A Pittsfield 
man whose display of a Nativity 
scene in Park Square last 
December sparked a controversy 
that extended through the holi- 
day season has been informed 
that the creche may be placed in 
the park again this year. 

However, the Park Commission 
declined Monday night to grant 
Jon A. Papa’s request that the 
Nativity be allowed to remain in 
Park Square for 24 hours, from 
midnight on Christmas Eve until 
midnight on Christmas Day. 

Instead, the panel decided to 
allow Papa to display the creche 
anytime from 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 


“[These] Saturdays in the summer are when the park will be atits heaviest Christmas Day. The condition is 


use,” he said. “When I first saw this I said, ‘whoa, this is the whole identical to the eRe. the commis- 
fi sion agreed upon in 1998. The 


summer 3 
Z te | ht to 1. 
Board member Clifford Nilan agreed, saying “I personally think that the Wipe acuaE toa. ands hard 


four weeks is a bit much.” about this,” Park Commission 
Commissioner Robert Smith noted that city residents don’t have a lot of Chairman Anthony @ 
recreational options and may wish to enjoy a quiet afternoon at the park Massimiano Jr. told Papa. “... It 
rather than see a performance. was a fair thing we did last year.” 
“There are only a few parks left as it is,” he said, “For us to tie upa park Commission members Clifford 
for most of the summer, that probably is not something we should do.” * J. Nilan and Sue Colker agreed. 
Graham said that the church would be willing to book the park for one Another commissioner, James B. 
date, and then tentatively reserve it for the other three dates to see if another Conant, said that it makes no dif- 
group wanted to use the site. fore nee nici Bim swherer the 
But Massimiano suggested that the church should choose only one date Neu ye Gerlayes Cee ae 
88 J Ae. , 
ye . : ; or 24 hours. Conant cast the lone 
and could then seek additional dates if the event is successful. With “no” vote, and declined 
Graham's approval, the commission voted unanimously to allow the Massimiano’s invitation to offer 
church to use the park on August 7, with a rain date of August 14. an amended motion. 
Graham said that two performances will be held on the bandshell, both Commission member Robert J. 
__ free and open to the public. Smith did not attend the meeting, 
Other park events approved on Monday include: which was held at Springside 
« A professional wrestling event at Wahconah Park, scheduled for Au- House on North Street. 
gust21 at7 p.m.. According to community services director Robert Mellac¢ _Twice, Papa asked the commis- 
the proposal by Silver & Blue promotions calls fora wrestling card featuring sion to reconsider its decision. He 
such talent as Jimmy “Super Fly” Snooka and “King Kong” Bundy. Tickets 
will range from $10-$15 with a portion donated to charity, the petitis.. 
stated. 
The board unanimously approved the event, contingent on the promot- 
ers signing a “licensing agreement” endorsed by the city solicitor’s office. 
* A“Cyclocross” bicycle race scheduled for October 2 which will begin, 
near West Memorial Park, located across from the Allendale Shopping 
Center. According to spokesman Mike Ward, approximately 125-150 racers 
should participate in the road race, which will begin at the park and head 
north up Rt. 8. 
The park will primarily be used as a parking and registration site, Ward 
said. The board unanimously approved the petition, but reserved the righ 
for parks officials to cancel the approval should wet weather leave the park 
vulnerable to damage. 


said that he received numerous - 
expressions of support last year 
and wondered aloud if his presen- 
tation of a petition urging the 
commission to grant his request 
for a 24-hour display would influ- . 
ence its ruling. i 

“Christmas is a 24-hour holiday; . 
not an 11-hour holiday,” he said. | - 

Massimiano said the commis- 
sion’s decision gives Papa “every - 
daylight hour” on Christmas. _, 

On Dec. 14, 1998, the commis- 
sion reversed a decision it had - 
made the preceding month in 
which it denied Papa permission 
to erect the 3- by 5-foot creche in 
what is arguably Pittsfield’s most 
visible public place. ; 

Papa had sought legal help 
from the American Center for 
Law and Justice, an organization: » 
funded by Pat Robertson, a leader .. 
of the nation’s conservative 
Christians. ait 

The coalition sent a demand let-,. 
ter to the city; the letter cited fed-: ~ 
eral case law supporting a private’ — 
individual’s right to place a . 
Nativity scene in a public park... 
The letter promised a lawsuit if 
Papa was denied the right to dis- 
play the creche. 

In a memorandum to the com- ° 
mission written in November ° 
1998, City Solicitor Kathleen G. , 
Alexander stated that a reason- 3 
able construction of case law sup- “ 
ports Papa’s right to display the. 
Nativity scene because it 
amounts to constitutionally pro-: < 
tected speech. ae 

However, Alexander noted that 7: 
the board’s right to regulate the. 
time, place and manner of the dis-2 
play is also well settled. 


af 


Creare tree 
or Par a 
PITTSFIELD BR aE 


ment of Parks, Recreation and 

Community Services is asking 
anyone willing to donate an ever. 
green tree for use as the city’s 
Official Christmas tree at Park 
Square to call its office at 499- 
_ 9343 by Friday, 

- Criteria for selecting the tree 
will be minimum height of 
approximately 30 feet; superior 

_ Shape; ease of access for cutting; 
adequate room to safely fell it, 
and ease of transporting it. ; 

In cooperation with the city’s 
Department of Emergency Man- 
agement, screening and selection 
of the tree will take place the 
week of Nov. 8. Cutting and 
Installation of the tree at Park 
Square is scheduled for the week 
of Nov. 15 or 22. 

_The tree-lighting ceremony is 
tentatively scheduled for Friday, 
Dec. 3) at 7 p.m. Details regarding 
the date and program for the 
lighting of the tree will be made 
available at a later date, ; 








me pana 


Parks commission has unanswered 
questions about BMC nurses’ rally 


The parks commission took no action Monday ona request fora rally and 
vigil a union plans to hold Wednesday at Park Square. 

The Massachusetts Nurses Association; representing registered nurses at 
Berkshire Medical Center, had requested use of the downtown park fora 90- 
minute event. Parks commissioners tabled action on the request because 
members had several questions that were not answered by the union. 

A note faxed Monday to community services director Bob Mellace said 
the union planned a “candlelight vigil ... to celebrate Florence Nightengale’s 
birthday” and to bring attention to stalled contract talks with the hospital. 

Parks commissioner James Conant wanted to know “how much of this is 
to honor Florence Nightengale and how much of this is to hold a picket?” 
Sue Colker also chafed at authorizing a demonstration at the park, though 
Anthony Massimiano said the nature of the event wasirrelevant.”I think we 
need to stay away from the content of what they do,” he said. 

Commissioners said the plans were vague, making reference to possibly 
setting up a stage, giving no sense of the expected attendance and including 
no pledge to clean the park after the event. The union failed to send a 
representative to Monday’s meeting. 

“This is a late request that’s not even on the agenda,” said Massimiano. 

The commission does not control the sidewalk around Park Square which 
is often used for political demonstrations. However the commission con- 


trols the grass area. Citing the lack of information about the event, commis- - 


sioners tabled the nurses’ union request. - : 

-Colker and Massimiano said that the request highlights the need to 
devise a policy for Park Square use. In general, the commission has 
encouraged groups planning events to utilize the First Street Common or 
arother site better equipped for crowds. | 

“Since we are making major Poy we ce we really 


need a set policy,” said Massimiano. S/ 2 a 


» PITTSFIELD: The Depart- 
ment of Community Services/- 
Parks and Recreation has an- 
nounced that registration blanks 
for the special needs camp at 
Highland School are available 
and can be picked up at the Parks 
Department office at 874 North St. 
Registration will close on Wed- 
nesday, June 30. Camp will run 
Tuesday, July 6, through Friday, 
Aug. 6. Information: yy Parks #? 
Department at 499-9343. bh 5 ; 
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JOB LISTINGS 


Department of Parks and Recreation has 
announced needs for lifeguards at Onota 
Lake. The summer season runs for 10 
weeks from June 28 through September 6. 
All lifeguards must have the necessary cer- 
tifications. Applications are available at 
either the Parks Department, 874 North St. 
or the Personnel Office at City Hall. Ques- 
tions may be directed tat ‘ta oe: 
ment at 499-9343. Z i Jol F 
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Vincent J. Hebert 


Vincent 


Hebert 
dies at 8] 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Vincent J. Hebert of 
55 Rose Terrace, who served as superin- 
tendent of Pittsfield’s Department of 
Parks and Recreation for 39 years and as 
a tireless advocate for the welfare of the 
city’s youngest and oldest citizens, died 
yesterday at Berkshire Medical Center. 
He was 81 and had suffered a stroke ear> 

’ lier this month. 

Possessed of a hearty and gregarious 
manner, Mr. Hebert drew no distinction 
between duty and relaxation: His ener- 

j.getic fulfillment of his professional 
responsibilities assured the availability 
of recreational opportunities for thou- 
sands of people over the years. ; 

“Catering to tourist and native alike, 
he manages to inject perpetual verve 
into the task at hand, whether it’s 
answering questions about a band con- 
cert, checking the docks at the lakes, or 
skirmishing with city officials over capi- 

tal outlay funds for park development,” 
reads a 1965 profile of Mr. Hebert. 
Enthusiastic speaker 


Those assigned to record the minutes 
of meetings never found themselves 
obliged to ask Mr. Hebert to repeat a 
statement. An enthusiastic public speak- 
er, he generally eschewed microphones, 
preferring to stand by his chair and 
deliver — in strident tones — his views 
on the matter at hand. His orations were 
concise; their brevity earned him the 
sobriquet of “Two Minute Vin” in some 
cireles of municipal government. 

No aspect of Pittsfield’s public recre- 
ation program was unaffected by Mr. 
Hebert’s stewardship. When he an- 
nounced his retirement in September 
1989, he spoke of his commitment to 
increasing the city’s parkland, a commit- 
ment fulfilled by the large expansion of 
Burbank and Springside parks during 
his tenure. 

“Tt should become to Pittsfield what 
Central Park is to New York City,” he said 
of Springside Park. 


His biggest disappointment, he said in 
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Springside meeting set for Monda 
PITTSFIELD — The Parks Commission will hold a public meeting 


regarding the Springside Pond reh bilitati its r 
gee ube neue woe abilitation study as part of its regu- 


Representatives from the engi i 
gineering and landscape archi 
firm of Dufresne-Henry Inc., Greenfield, will present dick ain ee 


rs din, the community S vision for the 
findin Ss and obtain input regar § 


The study is being funded b ; ; 
the city of Pittsfield 

Massachusetts D. me Ne Sfield and a 

Bord Chaat epartment of Environmental Management Lake and 


a ™ \y0\9 9 


| grossly distorted. 





ERIC BISS 


Of personal liberties & revolutions 


December’s dust up over the pro- teenth Amendments have been ex- dent committing perjuryand sents: 

posed nativity in Park Square would panded to mean things never in- ao of justice and a majority not car- 
atchexceptforthe tended. : 

eee ce was so. The Founding Fathers never in- | A generation ago Richard eae 
tended the separation of church and saw the problem developing an 

Although he wrote the Declara- state and the First Amendment says called forstrict se eee ae 
tion of Independence and eventu- no such thing. It simply age we ae a ee Court. It was too i 

resident, Thomas. all free to practice our religion a s 

ae virtually no partin these United States will never be- Se has put SS oe 
the drafting of the Constitution. He come a theocracy. There can be no tion ona ce ee oe 
was in France serving as our ambas- established religion. This forbidding Jon Papa s SUES me y ae ee 
sador. ofanestablished religionisnowcon- teedright to practice his rellg} 


His protege, James Madison, F79 was hassled more for a Nativity in 


layed a key role, however. Bee 
"Upon seeing the finished docu. Park Square than had he burned a flag. 
ment Jefferson made two sugges- 


tions: a Bill of Rights and term limits, strued, erroneously, as a license for questioned in the name of a doctrine 


tticularly for the President. He enforced secularism bordering on_ the constitution never mentions. 
ot his ae wish almost immedi- atheism. a5 The recent pees ae es 
ately. The second is only partially Taken oe aoe ee ee ieee ee Z ea B 
i i ndsta : - 
ee Tee es are ts Acorns couldn’t understood his fellow man wasn't 
“Despite their close friendship, put out a fire at a church; a police perfect either. His See oe 
Madison and Jefferson didn’t agree department couldn't investigate a revolution every two of oe 
on everything. Madison was the break-in at a church, GI benefits Sten ee oe 
Father of the Constitution and saw it couldn’t be paid to pees ie a ee realistic no) 
as a perpetual document. Jefferson Park Department couldnt run an ly ee es 
there Reunite MES I Cina con 
and thought a revolution was neces- brag about saving Rev. Povey ds Ae os 
‘ erations. stained glass windows at St. vention had create e resp 
Fo ae eee Stephen’s Church; eet eee was a republic, if we could. 
i i aterit’sclearthey reimburse expenses Incurred a f 
a sine The truth ae Providence or Mercy or St. Peter's It had a pretty os peoes Soe 
between their positions. Apparently hospitals; we couldn't have diplo- Leen ae eft init. 
we need a revolution, or at least a_ matic relations with Israel or the days were num oct : sac 
total re-write of the Constitution, Vatican; and we couldn’t have chap- It could pene t e ivi oe a 
every five or six generations. Even lains in the military. cian eet Sa See 
the esteemed James MacGregor Clearly, there can be no separation hibition ee e ‘ ae oe 
Burns of Williams College is now and this is why the Founding Fathers ness, expediency and po 
taking this point of view. never intended or provided for one. rectness. ee tee 
What we now haveisnotconstitu- Because the Courts have spent the | Wouldn’t you love se y = 
tional government, but whatever last two generations contorting, the the wall a Pe ss = es 
contortion the Supreme Court goes, Const a eer of a fudge. anyol the Founding Fathers that Jon 
i ctures at any Wwe now have spectacles 0 
ye ae The’ mal eee a taking over the Kansas City school Papa should be SS eee 
never repealed, isnonethelessadead system and ordering a tax increase; a putting a pe o a Rie ‘as 
| letter. The Second Amendment is murderer walking because a cop said than he ae ae } 
being gutted and the First and Four- “nigger” and lied about it; a Presi- burned a flag there? 





Natural hero 


Kaplan. 


ts 


Ppproved 


y approved the appointment of - 

boards and positions, 

ee eS as community ser- 

: uing his job atop the | 

oes department. His term is for Aa eeu = 

z my W. Davidson was reappointed as an assessor | 
er term is for three years, e 

my _ Michael Fitzgerald was 

*s : Mic romoted anti 

Over it) Pittsfield Police Debarmcat : eo 

landed = Alf Barbalunga was name 

Sgt. Fitzgerald opment board asanass 

Phelps. 

James B. Conant was named to the parks commission, su 


Appointments, promotion a 


Councilors on Tuesda 
several city officials to 








d to the community devel- 
Ociate member, succeeding David 


Summer park laborers funded | 


Councilors on Tuesda ‘ 
Y approved 
seasonal labor for the pede oe ee app 


Pye to-fund 
At-large councilor Angelo Stracuzzi said that the Lic 79 i 


ing the request was com Paperwork descri 
plex but th : aoe TI 
Funds left over from Fiscal Year 1959 : ee 





S just a rollover.” 
this year did not 


Seasonal employment 


positions available — 


PITTSFIELD — The city is 
accepting applications for sea- 
sonal employment positions in 
the Department of Parks & 
Recreation, the Department of 
Public Works and the Depart: 
ment of Public Utilities (water 
and wastewater), 

Applicants must be 18 years 
of age. Applications are avail- 
able at the personnel depart- 
ment at City Hall, Room 107, 70 


Allen, a iey) oe ; 


july 4th Loeities 
to be dedicated © 


to late Vin Hebert 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
4th of July celebration will be 
dedicated in memory of Vincent 
J. Hebert, longtime head of the 
Pittsfield Department of Parks 
and Recreation. 

At their last meeting, the mem- 
bers of the Pittsfield Parade 
Committee unanimously 
approved a request from chair- 
man Jim Brassard and Gary 
Grunin to honor Hebert in this 
way. 5: : 

Hebert was also involved in the - 
staging of the city’s annual 
Halloween Parade and the old 
Mardi Gras Playground Parade 
many years ago, Brassard added. 

The committee approached 
Downtown Pittsfield Inc., the 
Pittsfield Mets and the Friends of 


i Hebort ae 


1989, was the City Council’s 
refusal in 1975 to purchase Camp 
Onota, with its view of Mount 
Greylock, as a public park. 
Interviewing and giving jobs to 
young people was his greatest 


the Colonial Theater, some of the 


and into the kids and the pro- 
grams. He built the Parks De- 
partment into one of the best in 
the country,” 5 

Marchesi said that Mr. Hebert 
once told him that he put in as 
much or more time as a volunteer 
following his retirement as he 
had when he was on the payroll. 


a more passionate advocate for parks, 


; than Vin Hebert, who passed groups involved in coordinating 
nmen y 


ittsfi haps never had 
RMS Pee events for the July 4th weekend. 


recreation and the city’s enviro 
this week. 

TA aol servant of the highest ¢ 
working, for the community lo 
personified all that was once gran 
Mayor Gerald Doyle, Jr. noted tha 
many residents. Indeed, Hebert was 
oneinthe city, fighting to provide recr 





aliber — and a citizen who continued & 


is “reti ” __ Hebert 
ng after his retirement - 
Obituaries, 


d about the city’s public park system. ” 
Joseph Harrison, 79, 





t Hebet was like a grandfather to 
like a loving grandfather to every- 
eational options for young andold 


“Mr. Hebert was my second 
father,’ Marchesi said yesterday. 
“He took care of me and I’ll miss 
him. I'll tell you, it hurts.” 

Vincent John Hebert was born 
in Quincy on Jan. 23, 1918, son of 
Frank E. and Mary McCue He- 
bert. A graduate of Quincy High 
School, he received a bachelor’s 
degree from the former Hyannis 
State Teachers College in 1942 
and a master’s degree in physical 
education and recreation from 
Columbia University’s Teachers 
College in 1947. 


pleasure, he once said. 

“There’s not enough that can 
be said about his service to this 
city,’ Mayor Gerald S. Doyle Jr. 
said yesterday. “When I was grow- 
ing up, Vinny was like everyone’s 
grandfather. I feel I’ve lost not 
only a good friend but a very 
important member of the Doyle 
family. It’s a huge loss to the city, 
to our environment, to our parks 
‘and to our children. Vinny was 
the epitome of a role model.” 


National recognition 


Mr. Hebert’s work brought him From 1942 to 1945, Mr. Hebert 
recognition from professional col- served in the Navy, in both the 
leagues. He was an elected fellow Atlantic and Pacific theaters. 
of the American Institute of Park Following the invasion of Norm- 
Executives and served asamem- andy in 1945, he was awarded a 
ber of the executive board of the distinguished service citation for 
Massachusetts Recreation and work in opening the Omaha 
Park Society. In 1974, he received beachhead, where he served as 
the first national award for pro- beach master. 
fessional park recreation person- _—‘ In 1948, after a stint as chief of 
nel from the National Recreation corrective therapy at the Veterans 
and Park Association. Administration hospital in Bed- 

His numerous civic affiliations ford, Mr. Hebert was named direc- 
included membership in the Ki- tor of parks and recreation in 
wanis Club, the American Legion Montpelier, Vt., and in 1950 ac- 
and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. cepted a similar post in Pittsfield. 
For many years, he wasamember He had planned to stay only three 
of the board of directors of the years, but decided that this was 
Pittsfield Council on Aging, and the place for him and his family. 
was a frequent visitor to the Mr. Hebert leaves his wife, the 
Ralph J. Froio Senior Center on former Pearl E. Berry, whom he 
North Street. He also worked with married Sept. 19, 1944; two sons, 
youth sports programs including Douglas A. Hebert of Seattle, 


alike. 


and changed priorities, 
his zeal. 


Instead he continued to look for positiv 


rks commission meetings, tout 
eras 1d be brought back in new forms. 


how old concepts cou 


| Though best known for his formal position wi 
ment, Hebert was active in other civic en 
Beautiful and the council on aging. — 
It is fitting that a portion of Springsi 

the Hebert Arboretum, a bucolic tribute to 
__ and wanted others to s 


ith the arkss ste cOLy 
ee ese meee ae have allowed bitterness to temper 


hare the city’s natural bea 


Little League, Junior Football, 
Babe Ruth League and girls’ soft- 
ball. 

A public street and the arbore- 
tum at Springside Park are 
named for Mr. Hebert. 

“He was a wonderful, wonder- 
ful man, and I will miss him not 
only for his friendship but for his 
love and knowledge of the park 
system,” Park Commission Chair- 
man Clifford J. Nilan said yester- 
day. “I’ve been on the commis- 
sion 28 years and I haven’t met 
anyone more knowledgeable and 
more fond of the parks in 
Pittsfield than Vinny. I relied on 
his advice well after his retire- 

ment.” 


Busy in retirement 


Robert S. Mellace, the city’s 
director of community services, 
said that he sometimes teased Mr, . 
Hebert about his hectic schedule 
in retirement. 

“T’d see him in a jacket and tie 
all the time,” Mellace said. “... 
He’d be at evening meetings, just 
like when he was on the city pay- 
roll. Vince was a man who had a 
great belief in his community. 
Anyone who ever saw him get up 
and address a group knew that.” 

Once, said Mellace, Mr. Hebert 
wondered aloud if his advice 
about the management of the 
parks was welcome. 

“He said, “You must be getting 
tired of this,’ and I told him what 
I once told my father,’ Mellace 
said. “Never stop talking to me. I 
may not take your advice, but 
you’ve had so much more experi- 
ence — you’ve walked the walk, 
so to speak. ... I’ll miss his 
insight, his words of encourage- 
ment and his energy.” 

A friend of Mr. Hebert’s for 
more than 40 years, John C. 
Marchesi, the city’s recreation 
director, recalled yesterday Mr. 
Hebert’s delight and pride in 


Wash., and Craig F Hebert of 
Boston; two daughters, Mrs. Gail 
A. Garner of Pittsfield and Mrs. 
Roberta J. Perry of Wilbraham; a 
brother, William A. Hebert of 
Quincy; a sister, Mrs. Margaret 
‘Berian of Ithaca, N.Y., 10 grand- 
children, 12 great-grandchildren 
and a great-great-grandson. 


FUNERAL NOTICE — Vincent J. Hebert, 
age 81, of 55 Rose Terrace died March 
23. Calling hours at DEVANNY- 
CONDRON FUNERAL HOME will be 
Thursday from 3 to 7. Funeral services 
will be held Friday morning at 9:15 from 
the funeral home followed by a Liturgy of 
Christian Burial at 10 a.m. at St. Joseph's 
Church with the Rev. Daniel B. Brunton, 
pastor of St. Ann’s Church in Lenox, of- 
ficiating. Burial will follow in St. Joseph's 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, if friends 
desire, memorial donations may be made 
to either the Friends of Wild Acres or the 
Vincent J. Hebert Arboretum at Spring- 
side in care of the funeral home. 





D PITTSFIELD: The Depart- 
ment of Community Services/ 
Parks and Recreation has -an- 
nounced that applications for sea- 
sonal employment are now: avail- 
able for lifeguards, playground 
leaders, special needs playground 

aides, Babe Ruth League um- 
‘pires, girls softball umpires and 
Park Security Officers. 
Applications may be picked up 
at the Department of Parks and > 
Recreation office, 874 North St., or | 


the Personne] Department at City , 
Hall. yf/3 vi al f 
Bb DT ey Sameer 


she 


Groundwork 


Special honor 


——— 


1 


Rg rE —— 
© ») PITTSFIELD: The Depart: 
'’ ment of Parks and Recreation has ° 
announced the need for two life- 
. guards at Onota Lake. The sum- 
mer season runs for 10 weeks, 





Jason Marcucci, an AmeriCorps a and Kevin Phelps, 
Springside Park property manager, rototill an area-that will 
become the park’s new butterfly garden. It will be planted 
with flowers that attract butterflies. ; 





Genuine emotion is rare at municipal meetings but it filled the city 
council chambers on Tuesday. 


A teary-eyed Mayor Gerald Doyle, Jr.excused himself after councilors 


voted unanimously to name the city’s new Benedict Road softball 


complex in memory of his father, Gerald Doyle, Sr, ee . 
Prior to becoming mayor, Doyle, Jr. championed the creation of the 

softball complex. Doyle, Sr. —a longtime civic leader and youth sports 

advocate — passed away he [oe opened last year. 


ump extraordinaire 


PITTSFIELD — Joseph J. 
Harrison, 79, of 25 Woodbine Ave. 
died Sunday night at Willowood ~ 
Health Care Facility. i 

In the headline for a 1986 arti- 
cle on Mr. Harrison, he was 
referred to as an “umpire extraor- 
dinaire.” He was a founder of the 
Berkshire County Baseball Um- 
pires Association and served 35 
years as umpire-in-chief for the 
Pittsfield Parks and Recreation 
programs. He was a member of 
the Berkshire County Basketball 
Association for 46 years and held 
a lifetime membership in the ; 

International Association of 
Approved Basketball Officials. 

Mr. Harrison was a former part- 
ner of Southgate Motors and 
manager of the parts department. 
He retired in 1986 after more than 
46 years of service. 

Born in Pittsfield on July 4, 
1919, son of William and Mary 
Walsh Harrison, he was a 1937 
graduate of Pittsfield High 
School and a 1941 graduate of the 
former Berkshire Business 
College. 

An Army Air Force veteran of 
World War II, he was a staff ser- 
geant stationed with the 34th 
Bomb Group in Ipswich, 
England. He was an engineer and 
top turret gunner on a B-17 
Flying Fortress of the Eighth Air 
Force. 

He was the last of the founders 
and a former president of the 
Trish-American Organization, and 
4 life member of the Charles 
Persip American Legion Post 68 
and the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 446. 

He was a communicant of St. 
Mark’s Church, where he served 
as an usher for many years. He 
was also a member of the 
Berkshire County Baseball and | 
Softball Officials Association, and 
a volunteer with the Boys’ & 
Girls’ Club, the RSVP Program 
and the Senior Center. 

He and his wife, the former 
Rose A. Rooney, were married 
July 11, 1964, at Our Lady of the 
Valley Church in Sheffield. 

Besides his wife, he leaves two 

’ brothers, James J. “Jay” Harrison 

of Pittsfield and Thomas R. 

Harrison of Ramsey, N.J. 


m decimated by funding cutbacks 


eways toenact change. Hestill 
uted new ideas and suggested 


th the parks depart- 
deavors including Pittsfield 


de Park will forever be known as | 


a man who loved Pittsfield | 


3hysl7q 


FUNERAL NOTICE — Joseph J. 
Harrison, 79, died May 16. He is 
also survived by five nephews, 
Robert, Kevin, 
, James and 
Michael Harrison, 
and James 
Fassell, anda ° 
niece, Cheryl 
Simmons. Calling 
hours at DEVAN- 
NY-CONDRON 
FUNERAL HOME 
will be Tuesday 
from 2 to 4. » 
Funeral services 
will be Wednesday at 9:15 from the 
funeral home, followed by a Liturgy 
of Christian Burial at 10 at St. Mark’s 
Church with the Rev. Henry L. 
Dorsch, pastor, Officiating. Burial will 
follow in St. Joseph’s Cemetery. In 
lieu of flowers, memorial donations 
may be made to the Boys’ & Girls’ 


er / Berkshire Eagle Staft 


sya 





Jonathan Levine) _ 


being named grand marshal of » 
the city’s Fourth of July parade in 
1989. 


from June 28 through Sept. 6. All 
lifeguards must have the neces- 
sary certifications. 


“We had a picture of him riding 
in the convertible and put the pic- 
ture on the program at his retire- 
ment party,” Marchesi said. “He ~ 
was so happy at being named 
grand marshal. He put his heart 
and soul into the city of Pittsfield 


Applications are available at 
either the Parks Department, 874 

_ North St., or the Personnel Office 
at City Hall. Questions may be 
directed to the mes partment 


at 499-9343. 7 ¥ 7 co 9. 


» ATINTINGTO 


City seeks Christmas tree for Park Square 
The parks department has invited residents willing to donate an ever- 
green tree for use as the city’s official Christmas tree at Park Square, to call 


Club or to the St. Mark’s Church 
- Memorial Fund, both in care of the 
“funeral home. 


499-9343 no later than Friday. ; 
Criteria to select tree will include: a height of at least 30 feet, shape, access 
to the tree for cutting and ease of transporting the tree. : 
In cooperation with the city’s emergency management office, screening 
and selection of trees will take place next week. Cutting and installation of 
the tree at Park Square is scheduled for the week of November 15 or 22. 
The tree lighting ceremony is tentatively BSE (°e Friday, December 
3 at 7 p.m. — | Y 


Fil; 








Nativity scene debate resu 


_ Parks board again authoriz 


By Anthony Fyden 
The parks commission — skit- 
tish after a Christmas Nativity con- 


troversy last year — rejected a bid. 


by Jon Papa to expand the amount _ 


of time he could display a Crech 
on Park Square. 
Board members instead voted 
to allow Papa to display his fig- 
ures of Mary, Joseph and the Baby 
‘ Jesus from 6 a.m. to:'5 p.m., dawn 


to dusk on Christmas day, as he 2 


did last Christmas. 


“T think it went fine last year so I 
would suggest we have the same 
hours,” said board member Cliff Nilan. 


Papa argued that the time limit was i ; 


neither justified nor proper. “I’d at 
least like to have a day — Christmas 
day,” he said. “I personally feel I’m 
not asking for a lot.” 


Papa, who lives on Partridge Road, 


approached the commission several 
_times last year asking to display his 
religious figures at the public park. He 
at first requested that the figures be 
left at the park for several. days, but 
later modified the request to include 
only Christmas day. 
Board members objected to the re- 


quest on several fronts, particularly > 


since Papa had originally sought to 
leave the display at the park unat- 
tended foran extended period of time. 

An opinion from the city solicitor’s 


SERS 


raEcte 


es limited private display 


ma 


Jon Papa wants no part. in the Nativity display that representatives 
of a coalition of churches places each year on the lawn of St. 
Stephen’s (above). Papa last year won city approval to place a 
private creche on Park Square but park commissioners on Monday 
refused to allow him to expand the hours this year. © 


office indicated that while the com- 
mission could not reject a park dis- 
play based on its content, it could 
dictate the size and length of time 
the display could appearat the park. 

Papa’s quest generated both pub- 
lic support and condemnation. The 


Pittsfield Council of Churches was 
among Papa’s critics. The council 
suggested that Papa instead partici- 
pate in its annual Creche display at 
St. Stephen’s church, which is across 
the street from Park Square. 


See NATIVITY page 7 # 


Nativity display debate resurrected 


continued from page 1 

Church leaders hoped to avoid a 
repeat of a painful controversy that 
emerged in the early 90s over the 
public display of religious and secu- 
lar holiday decorations on public 
property. 

Nonetheless, Papa said on Mon- 
day that he was “surprised” at the 
reaction last year from clergy. “There 
really wasn’tany reason for concern,” 
he said. 

In fact, Papa said that the effort to 
erect the creche on city property gen- 
erated wide.support. “I think it was 
clear last year through the radio and 
the paper that generally there was a 
lot of support,” he said. 

Board chairman Anthony 
Massimiano agreed with Nilan that 


the board should simply follow the ~ 


standard that had been set. “Last 


year, we thoughtlong and hard about 
this,” he noted. 

James Conant, who was notamem- 
ber when the issue was debated last 
season, asked if there wasaset policy 
for these types of displays. 

“In the absence of a set policy, this 
is what we allowed last year,” 
Massimiano replied. 

Conant indicated that he would 
support Papa’s bid for displaying 
the figures for the entire day and 
evening of Christmas. “I’m indiffer- 
ent whether it’s 12 or 24 hours,” he 
said. “I don’t think it should be any 
more than 24 hours.” 

Board member Sue Colker, who 
vocally opposed the display effort 
last year, said that the commission 
should follow the precedent it set. 

“We opened up the door last year 
so! guess I'll go along with that,” she 


said. 

As it became clear that his petition 
for an expansion of hours would fail, 
Papa again appealed to board mem- 
bers. “Christmas is at least for 24 
hours,” he said. “It’s not an 11 hour 
holiday. lappreciate theeleven hours. 
I just wish everyone would recon- - 
sider to at least 24 hours. I think 
that’s fair.” 

Limited hours 

Following a motion by Nilan, the 
commission voted to allow thecreche 
tobe displayed from 6a.m. on Christ- 
mas morning through 5 p.m. that 
evening. 

Voting in favor were Nilan; 
Massimiano and Colker. Conant, 
who apparently wanted to allow the 
24-hour display, voted no. Commis- 
sion member Robert Smith was not 


present. Le Wr 
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DEP’s ‘request to 

~ sample 10 parks is 
not based on any 
credible ties to GE 
that we are aware 


Magee wrote. 


robe De 
GE wont — 
test parks, © 
scrapyards © 


for PCBs _ 


of, 


By Theo Stein , 2 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — General Electric has 
refused a request by the state Depart- z 
ment of Environmental Protection to 
test 10 city parks and 37 current or for- 
mer scrapyards for PCBs, saying the - ; 
state has not produced any eredible evi- 
dence linking the properties to the GE 


lant. 
: In a letter sent March 22, Jane Magee, 


GE’s manager of Pittsfield environmen- 


tal operations, said the company would 
continue to be willing to test properties 
that can be linked to the GE plant. 
But GE would not be forwarding test- 
ing plans, as the DEP had requested. 
“Your request to sample 10 parks is not 
based on any credible ties to GE that we 
are aware of,” Magee said in a letter to J A 
Lyn Cutler, special projects section chief 
in the DEP’s Bureau of Waste Site 
__ Cleanup. _ 
Similarly, 
request that the company prove the 
scrapyards were unlikely to be contami- 


GE objected to the DEP 


»PCBSA&!2 


Cutler said that the department 
believed there was “some poten- 
tial” that GE fill would be found 
in those parks, based on historic 
aerial photos that showed fill 
being deposited in those areas 


_ from 1948 to 1972, the period dur- 


ing which GE gave away soil con-’ 
taminated with PCBs to save 
money on landfilling. The DEP 
has also received tips from citi- 
zens about fill on properties that 
have since become parks. 

She added that if GE refused to 
test the sites, the DEP would. 

Magee wrote that the simple 
presence of fill is not an indicator 
of PCBs, since lowlands were 
commonly filled to create or 
extend developable tracts of land 
during that period. Magee said 
the DEP had failed to establish a 
credible link between the parks 
and the transformer plant. 

In the past, such links included 
the presence of copper, ceramic 
insulators or other debris from 
GE’s transformer operations, 
legal contracts memorializing 
agreements with former owners 
to accept GE fill, or immediate 
proximity to other properties 
shown to have PCBs in their soils. 
* Cutler also asked GE to con- 
duct extensive research on cur- 
rent and former scrapyards to 
demonstrate why GE should not 
have to test those properties, 
many of which have since been 
redeveloped. That request repre- 
sented a turnabout of sorts. In the 
past, it has been the DEP’s bur- 
den to show a link between a 
property and GE before the com- 
pany would test it. 

In the spring and summer of 
1998, GE removed 7,500 cubic 
yards of soil from Dorothy Amos 
Park and spent $150,000 on reno- 
vations. GE officials declined to 
say what the cleanup itself cost. 

Testing has shown that three 
other parks — Lakewood Park 
across from Hibbard School, 


fa nated with PCBs. : 
In early 1997, the DEP asked GE to 


evaluate all city parks for PCB fill after —= 
high levels of chemicals were discovered 
at Dorothy Amos Park, a former scrap- 
yard on West Street where GE trans- 
formers were once salvaged. The compa- 
ny said more testing was unwarranted 
because it was unlikely that other parks 
had received PCB fill. 

On March 4, Cutler asked GE to evalu- 
ate 10 other parks, including Burbank 
Park, Crane Playground, Deming Park, . 
the Dunn Conservation Area, Highland 
Playground, Kirvin Park, Marchisio 


sue 


Park, Osceola Park, Wahconah Park and 
the Tierney Conservation Area off Jason, 


Street. 
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Cool wheels. 
‘Kevin Cleary, 





Park Square policy 


The fountain that sprung back to life in Park Square earlier this | 
month signals a revitalization of this historically significant tract. 
City and state monies are funding an upgrade that will include 


landscaping, new benches and a designated walkway. 
The infusion of fresh energy at this center city locale, however, 


also brings forward questions of what rules should regulate use of 
the park. Free speech and protection of the civic investment have 
clashed before and likely will again. 

The park commission is forming a subcommittee to explore suit- 
able policies to govern Park Square use. Between battles over creche 
displays and squawking over political activity, there’s a lot of 


ground to be covered. 


Park commissioners Sue Colker and James Conant have sug- 
gested that the content of events be considered when evaluating: 
park use. This duo expressed concern earlier this month over the 
possibility of pickets during a union-sponsored event. 


Publisher's 
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gatherings be held at less fragile sites. 

Given the sensitive issues at stake, the commission should make 
sure that the public has an opportunity to offer input. 

Whatever the commission decides, there should be no impact on 


Commissioners Cliff Nilan 
and Tony Massimiano, on the 
other hand, have stayed away 
from content issues, suggest- 
ing a.focus on consistency. 
Their principle goal has been 
to ensure that large-group or 
other physically damaging ' 


Pittsfield’s tradition of varied political “stand outs.” 
These events — during which residents hold signs touting par- 


Fun 


Brattle Brook Park in Lakewood, 
and Fred Garner Park, alongside 
the Housatonic River, have 
reportable levels of PCBs in their 
soils. 

GE used the chemical as an 
insulating fluid in some trans- 
formers that it made at its 
Morningside plant from 1930 to 
1977, the year before the chemical 
was banned. 

The EPA believes PCBs proba- 
bly cause cancer in humans, as 
well as neurological, developmen- ~ 
tal and reproductive problems. 

GE asserts that PCBs do not 
cause disease in humans. 

In September 1998, in part 
because of public pressure gener- 
ated by the disclosures that PCB 
fill had been distributed all over 
Pittsfield, GE agreed to a massive 
cleanup of its plant, the first two 
miles of the Housatonic River 
and associated lowlands. 
agreement resulted from a year of 
negotiations with the DEP, the 
federal Environmental Protection 
Agency, the city of Pittsfield, and 
10 other state and federal agen- 
cies. 

The EPA says the work will cost 
GE $250 million to implement. 
GE says it can do the work for 
$150 million. 

The agreement defers a deci- 
sion on the cleanup of the 
Housatonic River and its flood 
plains south of Pittsfield, which 
are also heavily contaminated:. 
with PCBs. The EPA says it will 
have completed necessary inves- 
tigations and offer a cleanup plan 
in two or three years. But under 
the settlement agreement, GE 
will have the opportunity to go to 
court to block the plan. 


Online readers who would like 
more information about the PCB 
contamination issue and the 
landmark Sept. 24 settlement 
between GE, the EPA, Pittsfield 
and other state and federal stake- 
holders can visit The Eagle’s spe- 
cial PCB Report at 
www.newschoice.com/PCB. 
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Park Square pruning proposal set for discussion on June 7 


continued from page 1 

ing around,” Mellace said, “it seems 
like the trees are starting to take over 
Park Square.” 

The parks director said that the 
idea of removing some trees was a, 
part of the original plan, but officials 
hoped that simple pruning would be 
sufficient. 

Mellace now believes that the con- 
struction period may be the ideal 
time to at least consider some tree 
thinning. The onset of spring, with 
greenery virtually enclosing the park, 
strengthened his resolve. 

“Maybe the community needs to 
look at it and consider whether tak- 
ing out a few trees’should be part of 
this project,” he said. “Pruning is still 
an option, I’m just not sure pruning 
will be enough.” 
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By Kelly O’Callaghan 
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Kyle Litscher, 7, runs out of pole while climbing on the swings at Osceola Par 


in Pittsfield yesterdax-4is parents were watching a lacrosse game. 





On Monday, June7, the parks com- 
mission plans to take a walking tour 
of Park Square before an evening 
meeting, in order to have a better 
idea of how to proceed. 

Peter Lafayette, a downtown de- 
velopmentconsultantand proponent 
ofa “streetscape” theme for the city’s 
center, believes that selected tree cut- 
ting is warranted. 

“The trees are really thriving at 
Park Square and they’ve grown to 
the point where Park Square is really 
kind of hidden,” Lafayette said. 

The consultant believes thatacom- 
bination of tree pruning and removal 
is needed. Lafayette added that the 
cutting might actually restore the 
Park’s historic look. Early pictures of 
show a site with far less of a forest 
look. 





Photo by David Bruneau 


in foreground, came from his Lenox home yesterday to try the half-pipe at the Pittsfield Common. 


The Pittsfield Gazette May 27, 1999 


The actual scope of tree trimming 
should be left to the landscape archi- 
tect, he added. 

Pittsfield Beautiful founder 
Tommie Bailey also believes that 
some tree trimming should be con- 
sidered — but judiciously. “Some of 
the trees do look like they're grow- 
ing close together,” she said. “Some 
branches are interfering with other 
trees.” 

Bailey suggested that any discus- 
sion of tree removal be carefully con- 
sidered. “There are going tobe people 
who don’t want to see this happen.” 

Disputes overcrowding 

One of those people might be Wil- 
liam Litty, chairman of the city’s 
shade tree commission. The city had 
better have some good reasons be- 
fore putting chainsaw to trunk, he 
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Springside clean-up 
should come first 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:- 


time enjoying the 
beauty of Springside Park. 


etc. or hiking. 


Berkshire Eagle about all 
money W! 


Park. 


can’t figure 


tables, benches, etc. 


middle of the city. 


clean-up done first. 


Housatonic River. 


Pittsfield, Nov. 6, 1999 


believes. 

“T see absolutely no sign of [Park 
Square] being overcrowded with 
trees,” Litty said. “And as far as the 
removal of trees goes, they’d have to 
come up witha more substantial rea- 
son than ‘it’s getting overcrowded’ 
to satisfy me.” 

Litty said that state law mrequires 
a posted notice on the tree and a 
publichearing before cutting ashade 
tree. The city, he charged, has disre- 
garded this law in recent years. 

“It’s been completely ignored,” he 
said. “They've done pretty much as 
they damn well please.” 

The shade tree commission chair- 
man believes that the complaints over 
Park Square tree overgrowthare com- 
ing-from a small population. “Most 
of the complaints might be coming 


prove city parks — 


ticular candidates or causes — have traditionally taken place on the 
sidewalks encircling the park, not the grass area that the commis- 


sion regulates. Sp q [ T 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — Plans to improve the 


city’s parks are in the works, as archi- 


tects design a bath house for Pontoosuc 
Lake and the Parks Department devel- 
Ops a preliminary $1.4 million capital 
budget. 

Barry Architects Inc. of Pittsfield pre- 
sented the park commissioners Monday 
night with early designs of a new bath 


house at Pontoosuc Lake. Accordi 
Robert S. Mellace, director of oa ae 
ty services, the structure will be simple 
with changing areas, restroom facilities 
and a small storage space for mainte- 
nance equipment. 

If more funds become available, an 
alternate plan includes the addition of a 
small concession area, a lifeguard struc- 


ture and a park security office at the - 


beach. 
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“We’re hoping to put it out to bid 
maybe before the end of the year, 
Construction would probably start once 
the weather breaks in the spring,” 
Mellace said yesterday. 


Early estimates peg the project cost ae 


about $80,000, which will be funded by 
money set aside for such projects in the 
city’s fiscal year 1997 capital budget. 

e city has not had a budget for capi- 


In the last year or SO Ihave had 


i f 
opportunity to spend a lot 0 
es serenity and 


[have met many people who go 
there picking up trash, sneakers, 


I recently read an article in the 


the 


e have to restore the 
original beauty of Springside 


This can very well work but I 
out why it will cost 
$15,000 for a study. I think that’s 
outrageous. If the Parks Depart- 
ment let people know when it will 
be cleaning it will have many vol- 
unteers come and maybe busi- 
nesses would donate services or 


I have seen mallards and blue 
herons on the pond. It is such a 


‘eu] getaway tight in the 
be oh Instead of 


i talist 
making some environmente 
wealthy let’s get the obvious 


Think back about eight years 
ago when we cleaned up the 


JANIE RAY 
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from people who are there for the 

Fourth of July Parade and park their 

trucks there for one day,” he said. 
Prune, don’t chop 

Ward 5 city councilor Rick Scapin, 
a former park commission member, 
favors tree pruning but draws the 
line at cutting down trees. 

“The park is.getting hidden,” he ~ 
said, “[but] I don’t believe in cutting 
trees. Some of those trees have been 
there for many years.” 

Park commissioner Sue Colkersaid 
that she has not made up her mind on 
the issue yet and plans to spend more . 
time in the park before deciding. 

“I’m planning on going there on 
the weekend and taking a really close 
look,” she said. “Anytime you're tak- - 
ing down a tree it’s a very emotional 
issue.” 


/Park Square 


‘improvements 


City officials hope that the renovation of Park Square — including 


period lighting and an ElmTree — will be completed by the Fourth 


of July. 


Park Square project 
includes new Elm tree 


Anelm tree will once again grace Park Square when the downtown park 


is revamped. later this year. 


Park commissioners on Monday reviewed plans for a Park Square 
refurbishment scheduled to be completed by July 4. 

Inaddition to the planting of anelm tree— inthe same spot ofalegendary 
elm that stood on the square — the project will include wooden park 
benches, period lighting, textured walkways and new turf. A paved“ plaza” 

- will surround the fountain and the sundial will be relocated to the park’: 


south side. 


Peter Wells of the Berkshire Design Group said that maintaining a 
traditional design was crucial to receiving a state-historical commission 


matching grant to pay for the project. 


While the elm tree is a key to restoring the park to its past grandeur, some 
believe that it should be left out. Former Park supervisor Vin Hebert 
believes that the tree, which will be located in the walkway at the park’s 


west end, will obscure the fountain. 


“Tf you have to have your elm, take down two of [the current trees in the 


park] and put the elm there,” Hebert said. 


Wells said that the elm, as well as its mid-walkway location, were crucial 
to historical reviewers. “From a design standpoint, [hada hard time putting 


a tree in the middle of a walkway,” he Ke aa do that.” 


No big bucks for Wahconah Park 


While site selection and financing of a new 


will include 


planting of elm 


By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Final plans for im- 
provements at Park Square were ap- 
proved last night by the Park Com- 
mission. 

Resurfaced walkways, ay Peo ney 
riod lighting, and granite “plazas 
Found ne fountain and the Civil War 
memorial statue are the main ele- 
ments of the plan presented by Peter 

Wells of Berkshire Design Group Inc. 

The commission has been reviewing 
plans for the park at various stages for 
more than a year. The project is sepa- 
rate from a “gateway” beautification 
plan proposed for South Street be- 
tween Park Square and Route 20. 

In 1997, the Massachusetts Histori- 
cal Commission approved the city’s 
application for a grant of $140,000, 
which must be matched by local funds. 


Robert S. Mellace, the city’s director 
of community services, told the :com- 
mission last night that officials hope to 
have the project out for bid by March, 
see construction begin by mid-May 
and have the work completed by the 
Fourth of July. 

Elements of the project include 
wheelchair ramps at the park’s eastern 
and western ends and the develop- 
ment of a tree and turf management 
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DEP has received tips from ci 
now parks, some of which are nea 
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GE is asked to ¢ 


downtown ballpark must be a high priority of 


the mayor and the new City Council next year, 
aging Wahconah Park should be kept up to 
minimal standards for minor league baseball 
and other projects while that process is ongo- 
ing. Improving ballpark lighting makes sense, 
for example, but a major renovation of the 
grandstand would be a complete waste of city 
money ona crumbling ballpark whose days are 
numbered regardless of how much money is 
poured into it. Major expenditures will also 
provide an excuse to postpone construction of 
a desperately needed downtown ballpark that 
will be of great benefit to the city. The city’s 
time and money are better spent on laying the 
groundwork for a new multi- 
for a new era. 


ready to 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — With spring in 
the air, summer can’t be far 
behind, and the Department of 
Parks and Recreation and some 
committed volunteers are getting 
city parks ready for the season. 

A number of new and ongoing 
park improvements are planned 
for this spring and summer, 
Director of Community Services 
Robert S. Mellace said yesterday. 

Some of the initiatives, such as 
the drive to build restrooms and 
concession stands at the new 
girls’ softball complex on Bene- 
dict Road, are grass-roots volun- 
teer efforts. Others, such as imp- 
rovements to Park Square and 
Burbank Park, are state-support- 
ed projects. 

At Springside Park, volunteers 
from Pittsfield Beautiful and its 

_ Vincent Hebert Arboretum group, 
the Springside Greenhouse, and 
William Florek’s vocational horti- 
culture class at Pittsfield High are 
adding a “butterfly garden” of per- 
ennial flowers to complement the 
park’s famed tulip beds. Judy 
MacPherson, a kindergarten tea- 
cher at Williams School, said the 
group has ordered 840 plants in 65 
varieties, many of which will 
attract butterflies and humming- 
birds, to fill the 1,400-square-foot 
garden. ; 

“The .exciting thing has been 
the collaboration ‘sétween the 
groups,” MacPherson: said, “The 
high school kids have,.been our 
backbone.” cmon sd eae 

The effort has also heen, ,Sup- 
ported through a “Project Learn- ° 
ing Tree” grant from .the Ame- 
rican Forest Foundation. j...,¢) 

Future plans include, two, addi- : 
tional gardens that;will, be planted 
this summer: a 50-foot,arbor,con- - 
necting the butterfly,and hospice . 
gardens, and a gazeho. 

MacPherson said the group will 
need more volunteers to: maintain 
the garden this summer, Those 
interested in pitching in should ; 
call her at 655-8130. -. 

The Park Department will also 
approach the City Council this 
Tuesday for funds to begin study- 
ing ways to fix Springside Park’s 
two long-neglected ponds. The 

_ state Department of Environ- 

- mental Management has awarded 
the city a $10,000 matching grant 
to begin the study, through its 
lakes and ponds grant program. 

Volunteer-driven efforts also 


inelude efforts by a group headed 


up by city Park Department fore- _ 
man Tony Stracuzzi to build a con- 
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General Electric to investigate Wah- 
conah Park and 10 other city parks for 
the presence of PCB contamination. 
ompany declines, the de- 
partment says it will take “appropriate 
steps” to see that the sampling is ac- 
complished. 

In a March 4 letter, a DEP official 
said that historical aerial photographs 
indicate that some parks received . fill 
from 1948 to 1972, the period during 
which GE was giving away soil tainted 
with PCBs. GE used the chemical as 


If. the, ¢ 


an insulating fluid in some trans- 
formers made at its now-closed Morn- 
ingside factory. 
In 1997, the 

— evaluate all city parks after high levels 
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City workers, volunteers 
spruce up parks 


Some of the 
initiatives, such 
as rmprovements 
at the girls’ 
softball complex 
on Benedict 
Road, are 
grass-roots 
volunteer efforts. 


cession stand and restrooms at 
the girls’ softball complex. The 
facilities were part of the plans for 
the year-old complex, but were 
not built due to fiscal constraints. 
Mellace said the group expects to 
have the new facilities built by the 
end of the month. 

Another project beginning this 
spring will be $280,000 worth of 
renovations and improvements at 


Park Square. The Massachusetts 
Historical Commission provided a 
$140,000 matching grant for the 
project in 1997, and Mellace is 
hopeful that construction will 
start this summer. 

Work is progressing at Burbank 
Park at Onota Lake, and Mellace 
reported that the $868,980 project 
should be completed by Memorial 
Day. The improvements include 
paving of the south parking lot, 
extension of the boat laurich, 
reconstruction of the north beach, 
the building of a handicapped- 
accessible walkway along the 
shore and improvements to the 
fishing pier. 

Mellace also said that parks 
maintenance staff will continue to 
pay attention to Burbank Park. 
“We put so much money into it, we 
should stay on top of it so it does- 
n’t deteriorate,” he said. 

Meanwhile, at Pontoosuc Lake, 
plans are afoot to build much 
wished-for restrooms on the Han- 
cock Road side of the park, and 
rebuild the aging boat pier. 


Springside releases summer schedule .- 


PITTSFIELD — The Department of Parks and Recreation: has. 
announced its summer concert and theater schedule for Springside- 
Park adjacent to Springside House. The season began June 29 with ous 


concert by the Eagles Band. 
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Additional Eagles Band concert dates at Springside Park are’ 


Tuesdays, July 13 and 27, at 7. Admission is free and patrons are 


adviséd to bring lawn chairs and/or blankets. The rain site for these 
concerts is the Berkshire Athenaeum. y 


Visiting Springside Park for the first time on Monday, July 12, at 7 


will be the 94th Army Band from East Windsor, Conn. The Army Band | > 


plays a wide variety of music, ranging from traditional marching band . 
music to jazz to Dixieland music. Admission is free and patrons are * 
advised to bring lawn chairs and/or blankets. The rain site for this con- 
cert is the Pittsfield High School Auditorium. 

The Barrington Stage Company’s Youth Training Program will pres- 
ent the musical, “Grease.” Performance dates are July 28 through Aug. 
1, and Aug. 4-8. Performances are on Wednesdays at 7 p.m., Thursdays ” 
through Saturdays at 2 and 7, and Sundays at 2. Performances will be 


held under a tent, rain or shine. Tickets are $7.50 for students 17 years 
old and under, and $12 for adults. Ticket inform: 


eo al 
Problems cited at skateboard park 


The city’s skateboard park at the First Street Common needs policing, 
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By Theo Stein 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD : 
Environmental Protection has asked 


Vehicle of choice 
Jory House, 


court at Clapp Park yesterday while other 


6, of Pittsfield rides his Big Wheel on the basketball 
children stuck with sleds. 


‘Another Talk ae. Aa 1G y 


come and gone, and I cannot believe 
that nobody has a comment on the 
restructuring of Park Square. With a 
$140,000 grant being matched by the 
city, we are Spending $280,000. This 


is ridiculous, With our taxes in 


Pittsfield going up, I think the citi- 
zens should be able to vote on this 


issue. I think the best thing we 


could do at Park Square is allow 
traffic to flow through straight across 
the courthouse lawn. Plus, think of | 
all the parking spaces this would 


create. Does anyone else agree with 


me? 


_— The Department of 


former 


of PCBs and other contaminants were 
discovered at Dorothy 
which is built on a former West Street 
junkyard. 
In 1998, ; 
amount of money to dig up 7,500 cubic 
yards of contaminated 


Amos Park, 


GE spent an undisclosed 


soil from the 
Perlman scrapyard, which the 


city acquired as a gift in 1975. 


GE then spent $150,00 to renovate 
the park, adding a basketball court, 


resurfacing two others and installing 


department asked GE 


new playground equipment and land- 
scaping. The closure of the park in 
August 1997 was a poin 
growing PCB fill investigation. The 
park reopened in mid-October. 

On April 7, 1998, GE 
evaluation of the other city parks and 
said further testing was unwarranted 
because it was unlikely the parks had 
received fill from GE. 

In the letter, J. Lyn Cutler, special 


low point in the 


submitted an 


Vincent J. Hebert 81. of Pittsfield 


Vincent J. Hebert, 81, of 55 
Rose Terrace, Pittsfield, former 
superintendent of Parks & Rec- 
reation for the city of Pittsfield, 
died Tuesday, March 23, 1999, at 
the Berkshire Medical Center. 

Born in Quincy on Jan. 23, 1918, 
he was the son of Frank E. and 
Mary (McCue) Hebert. Educated 
in local schools, he was a graduate 
of Quincy High School. He re- 
ceived his baccalaureate degree 
from the former Hyannis State 
Teachers College and was 
awarded a master’s degree in 
health, physical education and 
recreation from Columbia Univer - 
sity. Initially, he was employed as 
the chief of corrective physical 
therapy at the V.A. Hospital in 
Bedford. In 1948, he was ap- 
pointed the director of recreation 
for the city of Montpelier, Vt. In 
1950, he left and became the su- 
perintendent of Parks & Recrea- 
tion for the city of Pittsfield, a po- 
sition he held until his retirement 
in 1990. 
soe was a’ communi¢ant of St. 

Francis Church. 

He was‘also a’ U.S. Navy vet- 
eran, serving in'World War I 
from 1942 until 1945. He served 
with the 7th Naval Battalion at 
Normandy and during the North 
African and Sicilian campaigns. 

He was amember of the V.F.W. 

- Post 448 and the American Le- 
gion, Persip Post 668. He was ac- 
tive with numerous youth sports 
programs including Little League, 
junior football, Babe Ruth league 
and girls’ softball. He was active 
with the Community Policing Pro-_ 


councilors stated on Tuesday. 


Councilors referred to the parks. commission and the police department 


a petition calling for a stepped-up police presence. 


Inajointly filed petition, Jamie Williamson and Bi rry ci i 
: ill Barry cited “ -— 
priate activities in the area.” 2 ge 


Barry said that the skateboard park is now in “disrepair with some : 
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gram in Allendale, the Pittsfield 
Ath of July Parade Committee, the 
Springside Arboretum, the 
Springside Greenhouse, the Pitts 
field Beautiful Committee and the 
Friends of Wild Acres. He servec 
on the advisory board for the Boys 
& Girls Club Alumni Association, 
the Pittsfield Police Department 
and was a member of both the 
Onota Lake Preservation Associa - 
tion and the Housatonic River As- 
sociation. i 
He and his wife of nearly 55 
years, the former Pearl E. Berry, 
were married Sept. 19, 1944. 
Besides his wife, he leaves two 
daughters, Gail A. Garner of Pitts - 
field and Roberta J. Perry of Wil- 
braham; two sons, Douglas A. He- 
bert of Seattle, Wash., and Craig 
F. Hebert of Boston; a brother, 
William Hebert of Quincy; a sis- 
ter, Margaret Gerian of Ithaca, 
N.Y.; 10 grandchildren, 12 great- 
grandchildren anda great-great- 
grandson. 

The funeral will be Friday, 9:15 
’atns from the Devanny-Condron 
Funeral Home, Pittsfield. A Lit- 
‘urgy of Christian Burial will be 
celebrated’at 10 a.m. in St. Jose- 
ph’s Church with the Rev. Daniel 
B. Brunton, pastor of St. Ann’s 
Church, Lenox, officiating. Burial 
will be in St. Joseph’s Cemetery. 

Calling hours at Thursday, 3-7 


Funds approved for cruisers, 


water upgrade, Park Squge 


City councilors voted unanimously Tuesday to 


250,000 


for police cruisers, a water system improvement and for matching funds 


for a Park Square grant. 


' 


Mayor Gerald Doyle, Jr. requested that councilors authorize the expen- 
ditures, which are being tacked onto a Fiscal Year 1997 capital expendi- 


ture list. 


Doyle said that by adding to the existing borrowing order — which 
initially totalled $8.7 million — the city saves the costs of issuing new 


bonds for these items. 


Seventy-five thousand dollars will be allocated to purchase three new 
police cruisers. Ina memo, the mayor said that existing police vehicles are 


“aging models.” 


One hundred thousand dollars is 


earmarked for a water additive 


system intended to boost water quality. At the request of ward 5 councilor 
Rick Scapin, the borrowing order was amended to state that the expen- 
diture should boost water quality citywide, not just “in [the] southeast 


quadrant,” as Doyle wrote. 


Seventy-five thousand dollars will be used as part of the city’s contri- 


bution toward a matching grant from the Massachusetts Historical | 
Commission for the rehabilitation of Park Square. ~ 


| 


Wahconah lights to be aligned 


tizens about fill on properties that are 
r lakes, rivers and streams. 


BI) %9 


heck 11 parks for PCBs 


projects section chief for the DEP's 
Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup, said the 
DEP believes there was “some poten- 
tial” for GE-related fill to be found in 


some parks. Others are not likely to. 


nave PCBs and the department is not 
asking GE to test them. 


The letter said three other parks — 
Lakewood Park across from Hibbard 
School and Fred Garner Park, which 
poth border the Housatonic River, and 
Brattlebrook Park in the Lakewood 


PCBS, continued on B4 


# PCBs from B1 


area — have been found to have 
reportable levels of PCBs. 

But the DEP has received tips 
from citizens about fill on 
properties that are now parks. 
Additionally, some parks lie 
along lakes, streams and rivers. 
“Information from residential 
fill properties documents that 
areas of former wetlands have 
been found time and time again 
to contain GE-related fill.” 

Based on its investigation, the 
DEP has asked GE to evaluate 
and investigate Burbank Park, 
Crane Playground, Deming 
Park, Dunn conservation prop- 
erty, Highland Playground, 
Kirvin Park, Marchisio Park, 
Osceola Park and the Tierney 
conservation property off Jason 
Street. 

The department also asked 
GE to provide information on 
the current uses of all former 
city junkyards. 

GE was given 45 days to de- 
velop an investigation plan for 
the parks or 15 days in which to 
notify the DEP that it had de- 
clined to do so. 

Jane Magee, manager of GE’s 
Pittsfield environmental opera- 
tions, said the company would 
consider the request. 

“we are looking at that re- 
quest in light of information al- 
ready provided.to the state and 
the normal criteria we apply in 
responding to those requests,” 


she said. | iv ca 


px . a 
In lieu of flowers, if friends de- | 


sire, memorial donations may be 
made to either the Friends of Wild 


Acres or the Vincent J. Hebert ° 
Arboretum at Springside in care ~ 


of the funeral home. 


serious problems.” Williamson suggested that hourly patrols by police 


officers on bicycles might be a solution. 


Ts lt 


Scouting expedition 
Members of Girl Scout Troop 363 working on their plant and animal badge 


check out an azalea bonsai at the Springside Park Greenhouse. From left are 
Maureen Fields, 8, Ellie Milano, 9, Nora McCloskey, 9,.and Bethany Ricci, 8. 


Councilors on Tuesday approved spending $10,000 to fund the re- 
alignment of lighting fixtures for the field at Wahconah Park. Last” 


| summer, a consultant working for Major League Baseball recommended _ 
the changes after an inspection in or¢ley to alta) the cantinuation of - 
roo games at the facility. iS. ad Y G ———— 


Yall 
Astor tbe vent 
set at arboretum 
at Springside Park 


PITTSFIELD — The Retired 
and Senior Volunteer Program, 
the Vincent J. Hebert Arboretum, 
Center for Ecological Technology 
and Pittsfield Beautiful will host 
an Arbor Day celebration Friday, 
April 30, at 1 at the arboretum in 
Springside Park. 

This year’s celebration will 
focus on the newly established 
Lilac Walk. Director of Comm- 
unity Services Robert S. Mellace, 


Arlia “Tommie Bailey” of Pitts-_ 


field Beautiful and William Wilson 
will preside at the dedication. 
State Sen. Andrea F. Nuciforo Jr. 
will speak on the importance of 
Arbor Day and state grants for 
Berkshire County that. support 
environmental projects. 
Normalyn Powers, director of 
RSVP, explained that two Japan- 
ese lilac trees will be planted in 
memory of Gerald S. Doyle Sr. 


and David Polcaro Sr., both former — 


senior volunteers who were active 
in Pittsfield community service 
projects. CET will also plant a tree 
to celebrate the second year of its 
Business Recycling Cooperative. 
Reid Middle School science 
department and Pittsfield High 
School horticultural department 


students who have worked on the — 


nature trail and butterfly garden 
will attend and distribute seed- 
lings to the guests. 

Information: RSVP at 499-9345. 


a 


Springside Park: tae? 
A remarkable resource — 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:- 


What a pleasant surprise to dis- 
cover the 231-acre Springside . 
Park here in our midst. Not many 
cities are so fortunate. 

If you haven't visited recently, 
or never, I highly recommend its 
acquaintance. 

From heights overlooking the 
city, expanses of green open to a 
startling panorama of the 
Berkshires — the best I’ve seen 
here in Pittsfield. pa \ 

As well as being a quiet refuge: 
from the city, with flower gar=_ 
dens, fine trees and walks. 
through cool woods revealing an7vt 
abundance of wildflowers, the > 


park has many ongoing and sea-»; 


sonal activities. 

There are nature walks, tree ~ 
pruning workshops, informal~ . 
poetry readings, astronomy. ~ 
events and discussions, a winter 
festival and many more activities) 
in plans. eh 

Come join us in volunteering”. 
your talents and ideas to support > 
our beautiful park. Let’s help in = 
efforts to transform Pittsfield into - 
the vibrant city it can once again + 
become. ft 
BARBARA WYNROTH «= 


Be ai P4 4 . 


edj-eeds / | Eagle Staff 


yea \44 
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The city’s par 
barber, opting to 
before adopting a new style. 





The shout of Timber!” won't be 


heard on Park Square, except 
for one sickly oak, park com- 
missioners decided. Here com- 
munity services director Bob 
Mellace talks trees with com- 


Park Square trees 
will get trim, only 


By Anthony Fyden 
ks commission is playing the 
give Park Square trees} 





role of a cautious 
usta trim around the edges 


The board met on Monday at the 


downtown park to consider whether 


to cut down several trees in an effort 
ome officials, 


to open the square. S 


including community services direc- 


tor Robert Mellace, believe that the 


many thayas Oe ae a refurbished Park Square, including 
obscuring the public's view. a age more soeklenis 
art students, visiting from 


summer featuringnew benches, Con P ar. k S quar € Pp r 


Park Square is scheduled to un 
urbishment this 


dergo a major ref 


crete & brick walkways, cleaning of 






monuments and the restoration of continued from page 1 


the legendary Pittsfield Elm. 


Mellacebelieves ery a tion,” rather a ae eee 
i f some of the rou said. “It’s nobody s inten” 
an ar trees at the site will allow ae the park's character.” 
the public to see its $250,000 invest As commissioners strolled t 


ment and lead more peopiete square early Monday evening, most 
that the foliage 1s 


Park qua es : seemed to agree 
The community services director a be oped caulicn: Sine 
said that limited tree removal does enike argued ane thet 
not conflict with guidelines from the been thriving for years an 
Massachusetts Historical Commis- oe Bete pase noe 
sion, which is partially funding the : vac took along, time ee 
ark improvements. arbie” sHeeaid: 


———— 


missioner James Conant. 


“Park Square, 
_Coltsville top 
ac cident list 


By Theo Stein 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 





























PITTSFIELD — There were more -acci- 


dents at the Park S 

quare roundabout 

Fs eae intersection between 1990 oe, 
sé ae than anywhere else in the county north 
ae - - Ce Turnpike, according to 

‘ 1 yy a state highway department con- 

The study, performed by Ri i 
: 5 y Rizzo Associate 
So as to the public last month, is One 

of the backdrops to the state’s latest effort to 


» resolve long-standing traf. 
of the turnpike. ole oe 


' “The accident data is a pretty graphic i 
: __ tration of at least one of. Seon 
x study is meant to address,” said Nathaniel 

eS Karns, the executive director of the 

; oe Regional Planning Commission 
And that’s the ability of the existing infra- 

; structure to deal with the traffic. Certainl: 

‘a it : a a new problem.” Z 
_ In all, 46 of the 56 top accident 1 i 

_, 82 percent, are in Pittsfield. ae ae 

_ claimed five lives in the study area during 


_ the eight- 
Biche span. Four of those were in 


Ae Karns suggested the 
: Pittsfield locations on the Geyer nae ree : 
y higher traffic volumes in the county’s Teck 
: _ city and transportation hub, and partly t 
'. aging infrastructure. re 
“We essentially have roads th 
structed and built a century ee a 
ea said Karns. “They’re carrying a lot of 
. traffic, and the highest traffic volume is 
Zs around Pittsfield. This may be a sign of a 
- infrastructure at the breaking point as far v7 


CCIDENTS, continued on A5 





“Ac cidents from Al 


“what it’s capable of handling.” 
| The high number of accidents ~ 
on North Street, for example, may 
_beasign of aroad trying to fill too 
fnany roles. In an ideal world, he 
“said, residents follow local access 
streets first to collector routes 
“and then to the major arterials, 
“which have limited access. 
“Maybe North Street is trying 
“to be all three things, and you 
may not be able to do that ina 
‘safe and efficient manner,” he 
> said. 
» ‘The Rizzo study found that 242 
saceidents occurred in Park 
“Square from 1990 to 1997, at a 
rate of 2.1 accidents per million 
vehicles. 
., The three-lane roundabout is 
“clearly no drive in the park, as it 
accepts traffic from four major 
arteries and one local access road, 
‘handling traffic bound for Routes 
7, 20,8 and 9 as well as the down- 
town shopping district. ; 
At No. 2 on the list, Coltsville 
Saw 192 accidents during that 
“period, at a rate of 1.6 per million 
“vehicles. Another 67 crashes 
‘occurred at the nearby intersec- 
“tion of Route 9 and the Allendale 
» Shopping Center, which came in 
‘at number 14. 
“.°The study also found that 6 of 
‘«the top 11 high accident locations 
“involved either North Street or 
“First Street in downtown Pitts- 
field. : 
‘"eThe location with the highest 
frequency of accidents: was the 
“intersection of Elizabeth and 

‘Henry streets, one block south of 

West Housatonic Street, which 

“Saw 3.2 crashes per million vehi- 

“cles. Thirty-six accidents occ- 

“urred at that intersection from 

=.1990 to 1997, placing it 51st on the 

‘list of 56. 

» The only two non-Pittsfield 

"Sites in the top 20 were the inter- 
*-section of Routes 7 and 20 in 
» Lenox at No. 3, the Hadley 
‘Overpass at Main Street in North 
“Adams, at No. 10, and the inter- 
iesections of South and Main 
‘streets in Dalton at No. 13. 

‘= Fatal accidents were recorded 

wat the following accident-prone 
‘<Pittsfield intersections: The 

“northern intersection of North 

\SFirst Street and Fenn Street, at 

(Linden Street and Francis 

, Avenue, and at South Street and 

/ Dan Fox Drive. The only non- 

| Pittsfield traffic fatality on the 

' list was at Route 7 and Route 20 

\ in Lenox. 

,_ Anumber of other traffic fatal- 
ities that occurred in the study 
‘area between 1990 and 1997 were 
‘not represented in the study 
‘because they did not occur in 


-accident-prone jocations. P 
oe aa 


view. “Su 
thetic value does it hav 
“Some of these trees are 4 
fective now.” 
Conant added that the disease-re- 
sistant elm tree plan 
may need extra room. “J just don 
know how we exp 
tree to grow witha 
types,” he said. 
The commission reached consen- 
sus on toppling just one tree; 
on the park's sou 
appears to be dying. But rather than 


removing other healthy trees, the P 


board opted for extensive branch lower-growing varle 


trimming and pruning. 


appears overgrown, cutting ae 
i d.“We'lllookat what we Springsi 
eee still is,” decision. The bo 


mously to reject tree cutting in favor 


of extensive pruning. 
The park renovations are expected 


to begin in late August. 


Street and Wahconah Street, at _ 


“They view this as park rehabilita- 


Commissioner James Cona 


P 
PARK page 19 « 
Jeol 7 Pose Pane countered with a less S$ 


e, in all honesty, what aes- to caring, 
e?” he asked. 


lready de- sai 
mai 


to visit, some city 
New York, s 


uning eba 


walked the square with the other 
officials and agreed that prudent 
pruning is the proper course. : 
“Tt really is overgrown In here, 
hesaid. “But magainst cutting trees. 
he Some of them have probably been 
here for along time. They're a part of 
the history of this place.” 
Concerned citizen Edward Parent 
topped by to voice his views to the 


d are now gathered city officials. Parent said 


trees have § 


entimen 


ned for the site 


ectaspecimen 
{these competin 


thwest side 


pruning oftr | 
officials believe. This group of 


ketched at tae pan Be 
off 











ees, would encour- 


éd- 


that better tree management — 


elm 


g voiced support for rem: 
shrubs thatsurround the Park Square 


fountain, which was restored to 
anoak working order earlier this year. Ac- 
that cording to 

Design Group, the shrub will be re- 
laced with a more attractive and 


i Jas at Park 
them to get throughout the city as we 
. Square — is needed. Not enough 
nt thought goes into choosing which 


tal types of trees should be planted and 


for the trees, he believes. 


With better management, Parent 
d, an adequate sight line could be 
ntained. : 
“{ think they should be pruned, 
he said, “But if [a tree is] diseased, of 
+ course it should pecut = 
Allof the gathered commissioners 


oval of the 


Peter Bell of Berkshire 


ty, which will 


increase the fountain’s visibility. 


If, after the pruning, the park still 


have left and see how full it 


said commission chairman Cliff 


Nilan. 


can be ing tour, 


City councilor Rick Scapin, 4 
former park commission member, 










ae 
Walking in the 


__ The Berkshire Eagle, 






ram 
A spectator at Clapp Park takes a walk w 


Following the Park Square walk- 


the commission retired to 
e House to formalize their 
ard voted unanl- 


t Tuesday, October 5, 1999 








Shannon DeCelle / “a gle Staff. 


p the hill in the rain. Pittsfield whee three-quarters 


of an inch of rain from yesterday’s showers. 





‘Dog park’ proposed for Pittsfield 


The Pittsfield Gazette August 5, 1999 


Fido and Spot may soon have a Oregon and Florida. $ 


place to frolic in Pittsfield. 
slate Laas mcs oe group to study the. fighting among canines; the safety of 


councilor and current dog owner 
4 


he plans ' : 
form an informal plans to dog park concept including possible 


a people and smail dogs; supervision; 
A dog park, she suggested, might and the possible accu of 


has proposed th cj 

: at the city create a i 

: : oi) include a general walking are; 1 

deena des parc general walking areaanda large amounts of waste. 


- hts is just a preliminary type of be unleashed 
thing,” said LaBarbera. “I’m propos- 


ing we lookat having a dog 
¢ park...to nore bans on dogs in most 
e, let people get out there and exercise concept could al a need eee 


their dogs.” 


fenced-in area where animals could Conant said that the k 
parks 


unl department's resource 
s ne Pe urces are alread 
mith said that since people ig- stretched too thin to add new de 
“We have other parks in 

7 in de- 
ee A lot of cline,” he said. P 
ple who tun their dogs in the _ LaBarbera said that perhaps a vol- 


L al a ad Pp x y y e 
uge' af 4 1 ark S S C S nt C mi eC uld ers: th 
aB rber: m e her Ss estion reecular ssa t e do o be ause -unteer com tte 0 OV e e 


durin : issi 
1g Monday S park commission there is nowhere else,” he said 
meeting, receiving mixed encourage- : 


ment from commissioners. 


here els dog park. She noted that i 
Community services director Bob ties that have built ae Loe oe 


_ Mellace said the idea might present have found them so popular that 


“T think it’s worth ing into,” 
looking into, ~ some problems but that the current they’ve added more faciliti 
ies. 


said Cliff Nilan. 


. “Itmakesa lot of sense,” saidRob- problematic. 


ert Smith. 


LaBarbera distributed a handout 


situation with dogs in parks is also LaBarbera. will now attempt to 


form a small committee 
to explo 
The No. 1 complaint we get here the concept, working with Mellace 


James Conant isn’t sure: “I’d 
: need [at the parks d ; 
eee, ‘ : parks department] is un- t i i : 
more of amass of peopleinter- leashed dogs and dog waste,” said wooeee possible sites should the 
ested. , Said ideaadvance. After further research 


Mellace. I a arbera ay brin forward rec- 
B i 5 

m g 
Commission member S taised con- ommendatior 1s to the commission at 


peerage ieee cps 
ng.similar facilities in California, cerns about several aspects of the a later dat 
er date. 


ay : 


TE 





Study of Springside Pond approved 


By Kelly O’Callaghan 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A study of neg- 
lected Springside Pond will soon 
be under way. 

A firm from Greenfield has sub- 
mitted a proposal to create a plan 
to refurbish the pond area, which 
was once frequently used for 
recreation. Dufresne-Henry of 


Greenfield was the only firm to_— 


LOTUS 


respond to the city’s advertise- 
ment for a Rote, plan. = Be 
poses to charge $15,000 for the 
work. 
Pittsfield received a $10,000 
grant from the state Department 
of Environmental Management in 
late spring to restore two ponds at 
Springside Park: Springside Pond 
and Stevens Pond, which is situat- 
ed au inside the park. 
e€ award requi i 
Nase from the ee ee 
According to Robert S. M 
Pittsfield’s director of eee 
services, the pond management 
plan for Springside will begin 
with a study of the watershed that 
feeds the two ponds. | 
‘If we don’t address issues 
upstream, sediment will keep / 


washing into the 2 
said. eos Mellace 


The plan will help identify 
funding programs the city could 
pursue as it tries to implement 
the plan in the future. 

aS have a feeling it’s going to be 
fairly expensive. We’ll take it 
piece by piece if we have to.” 
Mellace said. 

The Park Commission intends 
to hold public meetings through- 


cae ne study process to allow the 
public to review the pl. 
added. pe Pe 
“Tt isa nice resource,” Mellace 
said of Springside Pond, mention- 
ing the quaint stone bridge over 
the water and the park’s prime 
location. 
The study is part of a larger 
effort to improve the entire park, 


By Anthony Fyden 

Late this summer, Park Square 
will undergo a nearly $250,000 
facelift. 

The city’s parks department is 
— oh, so gently — suggesting 
that perhaps if some trees were 
removed from the downtown 
park, residents may be able to # 
better appreciate the refurbish- 
menis. 


Community services director Rob- 
ert Mellace realizes thatcuttingdown | 
trees is an emotional issue for many 
people. In fact, he considered not 
bringing the issue up at all. 

“Everyone knows how sensitive 
people are about Park Square,” 
Mellace said. “I just felt that I really 
needed to bring the issue forward 
and let it play out.” 

The planned improvements will 
give the site a fresh look. New walk- 
ways will be added, with pedestrian- 
friendly brick and concrete surfaces. 
Period lighting and benches will be 


A prelimina 
director Bob Mellace says selective remova 


added, matching the style used at chairman William Litty is critical of the city’s recent tree-trimming efforts. 


City may prune Park Square 


Officials contemplate removing some trees at central city landmark 


ry plan to remove some trees at Park Square has quietly emerged. Community services 
| could enhance the park, but shade tree commission 


The study will also involve a 
waterfront improvement plan 
which could include picnic areas 
and walkways in the park. 


nearby City Hall Plaza. 
Fixtures.such as the sundial and 
the Civil War Monument will be 
cleaned. Ironically, one of the main 
additions to the site will be the plant- 


ing of a tree —a replacement of the 
legendary Pittsfield Elm that graced 
the park in the 1800s, earning men- 
tion in the literature of Herman 
Melville. 


The Park Square fountain has al- 
ready been repaired and has begun 
flowing for the first time in several 
years. 


and maple trees which now thrive at 
the park may overshadow the 
changes. 

“After going out there and walk- 


ne 


“A lot of people in the city have | But a looming debate over the oak See PARK page 17 @ } 


commented to me that t ] 3 
remember the pond being (ae 
heavily. Now it’s really a neglect- 
ed: and forgotten pond,” Mellace 
Said. “We’re not trying to get it 
back to swimming quality again 
but we want it to be a resource 
again.” 


Save the trees | 


Park Square makeover ave t 


By Theo Stein 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The city is 
preparing to spruce up historic 
Park Square by installing better 
walkways and landscape improve- 
ments that might include the 
removal of a few trees on the well- 
shaded green. 

Robert Mellace, ' Pittsfield’s 
director of community services, 
said the $225,000 project, set to 
begin later this summer, will be 
up for discussion at the June 7 
Parks Commission meeting. 

While most of the project 
involves the installation of period 

»-lighting, benches, new walkways, 
granite paving stones near the 
monuments and sundial, Mellace 
acknowledged that the proposed 
changes to the treescape might 
generate the most discussion. : 

Half'the money for the project 


Talk Back is a column ©, 
observations. To reach the Talk Back 
line and leave your comment on the 
answering machine, call 496-6202. 


IT would like to submit my top five 
_ reasons to keep the trees in Park 

Square in Pittsfield: It has taken them 
40 years to get this big. They only have 
leaves six months out of the year any- 
way. They provide some measure of 
protection and privacy to those of us 
who do walk that route. If people driv- 
ing through Pittsfield want to see the 
view, they should stop and get out of 
their cars — Park Square is no place for 
out-of-town drivers to be looking 
around and not paying attention to traf- 
fic, Finally, those trees provide oxygen, 
and you do not cut down oxygen. With 
all the pollution those cars spew forth 

TCT nila es on a hot; still summer afternoon, we 
has come from the Massachusetts : better have something there making 
Historical Commission. afte : x ‘ clesrrair 

“They shave ‘some’ fairly strict f j : : : ; ‘a 
guidelines on what you can spend p SR a ; 
the money on,” he said. “They 
want to keep it in historical con- 
text.” 

At the turn of the century, the 
historic square was home to a 
large number of tall elms — 
including the famous Pittsfield 
elm — that lifted their canopies 
into the sky, allowing views 
underneath. : 

Now the small green is ‘treed 
with sugar maples, red :maples . 
and red oaks, whose low-hanging 
limbs obscure the park’s features 
to passers-by. 

“TLet’s face it, most people see 
the park by car window,” Mellace | 
said Friday. “It’s the most aesthet- 
ic part of downtown. What we 
want is‘to give it a more open 
appearance.” 

At the very least, Mellace said, 
the park’s trees are in for a good 


. This will be a quick, simple comment 
— please leave the trees at Park Square 
alone. 
a : 

Lhave two general comments con- 

* cerning the local area. First, please 
leave Park Square alone. Do not make 
it look as it did 100 years ago, because 
that stuff ends up as junk after a while. 
Second, it is a sin that Route 7 & 20 
waé left the way it was for four days 
over the Memorial Day holiday by 
Petricca. It was a death trap out there. 
Think of all the people who came in _ 
over the holiday to see the Berkshires. 
I do not think they will make a second 
trip to the Berkshires this summer if 
they have to be stuck in all that con- 
struction. F 


Theo Stein / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Public input will be sought concerning an improvement project for Park Square 


SQUARE, continued on B6 that could include removal of some trees. 


wibh SE Race 
‘ sai 


es a eee Police probing 
be ee 
see when they come into town. It 


Park Square pruning planned 


By Theo Stein 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Park commission 
ers have recommended the removal of 
one cramped oak from historic Park 
Square, followed by a good pruning of 
the remaining 17 trees, as part of a 
$225,000 refurbishing scheduled for 
this summer. 

“It’s an emotional issue,” said 
Commissioner James Conant of the 
proposed tree removal during a site 
visit to the 25,000-square-foot green 
Monday night. 

The commissioners unanimously 
agreed that the treed green is now just 
a bit too leafy. 

“In their haste to replace the elms 


Trees from Bl 


sandwiched between two robust 
sugar maples on the park’s south- 
west curve. In the competition for 
growing space, the oak has lost, 
though other oaks in the square 
are thriving. 

Likewise, said Wells, a yard- 
high yew hedge surrounding the 
park’s centerpiece fountain will 
be replaced by a hedge of dwarf 
yews that will not grow as tall. 
Another hedge will hide the 
square concrete vaults on the 
fountain’s north side. , 

A dozen metal lathe benches 
will be installed, eight around the 
fountain and two each on the 
main east-west walk, as well as 
period lighting like that in nearby 


they took down 25 years ago, they went 
for numbers.” said Conant. Since then, 
the maples, oaks and shrubbery have 
grown to the point where they obscure 
views into the little park from the 
encircling rotary, the most common 
vantage point, said Robert S. Mellace, 
the director of community services. 


The black marble Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial at the northeast corner of 
the park, for example, is almost com- 
pletely shaded by low-hanging limbs 


and a robust evergreen shrub. 


Conant wondered if there was even 
room for a specimen elm called for in 


the park improvement plan. 


‘A little selective pruning would, be 


smart,” he said. | 


Dunham Mall. Sth ae 
The stone dust walks are,set to 
be replaced by a “conctete aggre- 
gate” walk, a stone-rich cement 
mix similar to walks in historic 
Williamsburg, Va. - oy : 
A specimen elm, a reminder of 
the park’s grand elms that suc- 
cumbed to Dutch elm disease 
decades ago, will be planted in 
the center of the west walk, 
where the sundial is now. The elm 
will be a disease-resistant variety. 
A ring of granite paving stones 
will encircle the base. of the tree. 
The sundial will be moved to the . 
well-shaded south walk: * 
Half of the money for the proj- 
ect has come from the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Commission. 
Mellace said the project will 


begin lover thi vay 
(o is ie 


That means going through each tree, 
taking out dead wood, diseased limbs 
and crossing branches, said Peter 
Wells, a landscape architect with the 
Northampton-based Berkshire Design 
Group. Some healthy lower limbs will 
also be removed to elevate the lower 
edges of the tree canopies. 

A certified arborist will make all the 
specific recommendations about how 
each tree will be pruned. 

Afterward, said outgoing Chairman 
Clifford Nilan, the commission will 
make a return visit to see if the work 
has had the desired effect. Com- 
missioners consigned one tree to the 
chain saw outright, a northern red oak 


y 
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cunfire incident 
at Tucker Park 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield Po 
lice are investigating a distur- 
bance at Tucker Park Wednesday 
night in which gunshots report- 
edly were fired. 

Police Capt. Cosmo Spezza- 
ferro said witnesses told police 
they heard three shots fired, 
reportedly at 6:41 p.m. Tucker 
Park is located at the intersection 
of Linden Street and Robbins 
Avenue. 

Spezzaferro said witnesses 
reported seeing two black males 
driving a green, four-door 
Chevrolet Blazer down Robbins 
Avenue after the incident 
occurred. Another black male 
was reported running north on 
Daniels Avenue. 

Officers found a 9-mm shell 
casing in the park’s playground 
area. Spezzaferro said a .40-cal- 


at the scene. 


iber shell easing ey also found , 


Y] 77 


Square tromsi 


pruning. And the city intends to 
ask a landscape consultant 
whether a few less trees would 
make for a nicer park. 

One example can be found at 
the northeast end of the park, 
where the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial monument is closely 
flanked by an oak and a maple. 
Their overhanging branches 
almost completely shroud the 
black marble monument. 

Another example: The city 
spent about $30,000 last year to 
renovate the park fountain, which 
is obscured from the street by a 
tall yew hedge. 

“So we intend to take out those 
yews and replace them with 
something less prominent,” he 
said. : 

“A Jot of people have comment- 
ed that Park Square has a closed- 
in feeling,” he said. “In some 
places, the tops of the trees are 
starting to grow into each other 
and compete with each other.” 

Peter Lafayette, president of 
Berkshire Housing Development 
Corp. and a member of Downtown 
Pittsfield. Inc.’s operating com- 
mittee, said the committee was 

“pretty much universally” in 
favor of opening up the park to 
outside views. 

“It’s a wonderful spot,” he said. 
“Ts one of the first things people 


should be highlighted, not hid- 
den. People should enjoy it and be 
able to see it.” ' 
Mellace stressed that no deci- 
sion has been made to cut arly 
trees. “We’re having a discus- 
sion,” he said. “This is what it’s all 
about. Obviously, if we aré going 
to cut any trees, we want to hav 
the public’s input.” i 
Walter Litty, the chairman of 
the city’s shade tree commission, 
could not be reached for com- 
ment. ; 
Lafayette pointed south to Lee 
for a comparison. “Look at the - 
park in downtown Lee,” he said. 
“They’ve really taken a chain saw 
to it, and knocked down a large 
number of trees. It’s kind of 
shocking when you first look at it, 
but now you can see the park, 
which is kind of nice.” : 
With all the disturbance sched- 
uled for later in the summer, 
Mellace said the time to think 
about how the park will look in 10 
years is now. “ay 
“We have no desire to change 
the character of the park,” he 
said. “We're basically talking - 
about a face-lift. But if you stand) ~ 
in the park, ask what it will look. ~ 
like in five or 10 years and come 
to the conclusion that something 
needs to be done, we want to do it 


” 


now. 
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Wishful Thinking 


City fields 


have fail 
ed 
the athletes 
of Pitt 
| sfield 
PITTSFIELD 
here has been much talk over 
the past three years about 
building a baseball facility in 
order to keep a minor league fran- 
_ chise in this city. Originally an oppo- 
' nent of such a thought, I have since 
pone an advocate of that possibili- 
“i 
Throughout this debate, though, I 
have wondered why the collective 
voices of another group in this city 
have not been heard. That group 
would be our local baseball and soft- 
ball coaches, who play on fields that 
are sub-standard by any definition. 

At St. Joseph’s, Russ Quetti’s base- 
ball team calls Deming Park home. If 
you are not familiar with Deming, 
then you are not familiar with 
Pittsfield’s own Green Monster. 

Those pine trees, some 275 feet 
away in left field, have felt the wrath 
of many a baseball, even more so in 
recent years with the ping supplied 
by aluminum bats. 

Right field, meanwhile, never 
seems to end. Deming Park was 
made for wooden bats and dead base- 
balls. When St. Joseph’s earned 
home a home game in the Western 
Mass. tournament this past spring, 
Quetti opted instead to play at 


Wahconah Park. It’s not hard to fig- 
ure out why. 








Bob Moynihan’s Pittsfield High 
Generals have been calling Clapp 
Park home for many years. Too many 
if you ask me. 

: My biggest knock on Clapp Park 
is the track in left field that can turn 
singles into home runs. That track 
was on once used for high school 
track and field meets, but hasn’t 
ager several years. 

y can’t it be dug up and resod- 
ded, like the infield waar And me 
then the infield will probably decay 
into its previous look unless it 
receives constant maintenance. 

Have you ever seen a water sprin- 
kler on that field? I haven’t either. 
Another spring and summer like we 
just had and that field is toast. 

The other problem is that the fence 
in right was moved in to allow for the 
driveway behind it. That fence has 
taken the challenge away from left- 
handed pull hitters. 

What used to be pretty good poke 
is now a little more than a pop fly. 

And what about Taconic? This - 
field wasn’t even a field 20 years ago. 
I bee uvenae where Taconic 
played, but I know they didn’ 
the high school. Se 

When Taconic baseball coach 
Kevin Stannard goes to the plate for 
the pre-game informational exchange 
with the other coach and umpires, he 
needs 20 minutes to go over the 
ground rules. 

The foot bridge in left is in play, 
but over it is a home run. The hill, 
which stretches from left to center, is 
in play. Right field turns into a 
marsh after 330 feet. I’ve seen out: 
fielders go in there and never come 
back. . 

There is also an issue with the soft- 

. ball fields. While Taconic plays some 
of its games at home (on a field that 

~ Is not big enough for a whiffle ball 
game), the two other city schools 
play at the Berkshire County Softball 

_ Complex. Taconic plays its night 

© games at the site. 


» Alcohol is not sold on site until the. 


_ high school games are over. But 


R often, especially at night, there are 
~ men’s league games going on at the 


same time. 
This isn’t the fault of the Com 
1 plex. 
But the high schools shouldn’t have 
to compromise the agenda at the site. 
It’s an awkward mix of young and 


‘ old. And it’s hardly what some would 
‘ call a high school environment. 


Another problem at the is that the 
Complex field is too big, and a ball in 
the gap turns into a home run. 

What drives me nuts about this is 


that a few years ago the city built two 
‘ ae fields at the top of Benedict 
~ Road. < 


_ fields were built for the Pittsfield 


_ the summer. If the fences had been 


a4 
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( this city really needs, is an up-to-date 
~ high school facility for both sports. 


- answer. 


is be, a facility for summer baseball. 


Great. Now, the not so great. Those 


youth slow pitch teams, a league that 
1s In operation for all of six weeks of 


put up at an appropriate distance, 
say another 30 feet back, then they 


would be perfect for high school use 
as well. 


What I’m getting at is this. What 


And Wahconah Park is not the 


Wahconah Park is, and always will 
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Despite the cold, a band of young- 
sters, above, make the most of climb- 
ing a jungle gym in Pittsfield’s First 
Street Common in 1961. Styles in 
clothing and play structures change, 
but kids still enjoy climbing, as they 
were doing Tuesday, left, in the same 
place. 

The Common was designated a pub- 
lic park in 1883 after years of neglect 
as a town owned dumping ground. 
The 1883 town meeting voted $1,500 
to improve the site and further 
investments in trees, walks and play- 
ing grounds were made over the 
field 


A provison of the land’s reclamation 
as a park in 1883 was that no charge 
should ever be made for its use and 
dmission fees charged for ever 
Pa-tnere 











Putting the pieces together 


Workers from Mountain View Construction of Chicopee work this week on the curb replacement taking place around Park Square 


in Pittsfield. 





just waiting f t a 
Ryanisomer /D/2/? ligng ert plan Then construct 


Nothing more, nothing less. High 
school football teams call it home, 
and an occasional soccer game 
sneaks in there. Not because of 
the facility but because of the 
lights. 

Here’s another thought. 

Take out those lights, which are 
not adequate for baseball anyway 
and truck them out to the 
‘Berkshire Community College 
campus, where acres of land are 


a facility that could be used eight 
months out of the year. Those 
fields are begging tobe used. 

Pittsfield needs to use the 
resources that it has. Good inten- . 
tions are fine, but a well-crafted ° - 
plan with a vision not just for the 
future but for the present would 
be the way to go tre 

BCC is not a bad place to start.’ 
And I bet the administration at. 
the school would be supportive. 


’ 









Park Square face lift isn’t eno 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:- 

Are my local tax dollars paying 
for the restoration of Park 
Square? Or did Pittsfield receive 
matching state funds for this proj- 
ect? Someone is footing the bill, 
and I don’t like it. 

What disturbs me is the same 


. problem I encounter with my 


health insurance provider: They 
will not cover expenses for cos- 
metic surgery. Restoring Park 
Square is exactly that — cosmetic. 
So, as a “provider”, I’m against it. 
I’m not suggesting a triple bypass, 
but our city’s health is in serious 


condition: Giving Park Square a 
face lift does little for Pittsfield’s 


quick and full recovery. 


Tf roadways are the arteries to 
commerce, then Park Square 
needs a complete redesign in its 
traffic flow. I’ve driven around 
many rotaries in my lifetime — 
ours is an accident waiting to hap- 
pen; not just a fender-bender, but 
someone getting killed because of 
the confusion of merging lanes 


uae 


restore traffic flow between North 
and South Streets — straight , 
through, both directions, as it was , 
a long time ago. Make it a four- 
way intersection, adding right on 
red arrows at each one. 

I don’t know why this correc- + 
tive measure hasn't already been 
done. Is it because our city 
fathers are now ashamed, having 
allowed the deterioration of 
downtown to progress to its pres- 
ent sorry state, that a direct 
North/South artery would expose 
the folly of their short-termed 
decision-making over the years? 
T believe the reason North Street 
is such an eyesore is because 
businesses up and down our 
“Main Street” have been denied 
the necessary traffic flow to 
remain competitive and healthy. 
But, we’re going to get a spiffed 

up Park Square, that’s for certain. 
Amazing how the money’s set 
aside, or wasted, depending on 
your definition of “Pittsfield 
roud.” 
If my taxes are paying for this 


trucks everywhere causing : : 

ae ae I live ae work here.1 Park aS, ou pie ee 
eee - do it right: Get rid of that foolis 

cal onllyaennetae NDP Ne er fountain that never seems to be 


must be thinking. 


My solution will cost money. 
But if we can pave the road in 
front of City Hall with bricks, and 


working, and commission a real 
artist to create a unique sculpture 
in its place — something that 
says we are serious about our city. 


ie ba as ee ee Make it a cultural statement, 
officials give themselves one raise unlike the a Ki ce ae 
after another), perhaps the money poner : t ae AE Gas 
: , "Colonial Theatre ope OFS, 
s nx oe ge ae Leas maybe wiser heads will prevail on 
on ee the more pressing issue of = 


of the five million banking institu- 
tions located throughout Pitts- 
field. It’s time our leadership 


improving our downtown eco- 
nomic well-being. Fix the traffic 
flow at Park Square, or bust! 


showed the same high levels of ; 

energy and commitment towards And while the eae "A 

this ongoing traffic problem as Public Works is at it, p ease sen 
a road crew out to the intersec- 


they show to staying in office. 


Here’s my solution: Eliminate 


tion of South Street and East ~ 
Housatonic — the “n” in right 


rotary traffic altogether. Install turn only is backwards. Thanks. 


the necessary lights, put up easy- 
to-see signs, extend Park Square 
east to First Street. And yes, 
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City looks 
into costs 
to repair 


ballpark 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The city is still 
in the market for a new stadium 
or a renovation of Wahconah Park, 
and has received preliminary esti- 
mates for replacement lights and 
grandstand seating. 

Mayor Gerald S. Doyle Jr. said 
yesterday it is still premature to 
comment on potential sites. 

“We're investigating several 
possibilities, including renovation 
of Wahconah Park,” he said. While 
he noted that “a lot of it depends 
on a team,” he also said the facili- 
ty would be a multipurpose stadi-. 
um that would also serve other 
sports and outdoor events. j 

National Pastime Co., the owner 
of the New York-Penn League 
franchise that has played here 
since 1989, has submitted its 
option for the 2000 season to the 
city Board of Park Commiss- 
ioners, which will vote on the mat- 
ter next Monday, Nov. 15. 

National Pastime may also exer- 
cise an option for the 2001 season. 
But at the end of the 2000 New 
York-Penn League, the fran- 

chise’s player development con- 
tract with the New York Mets will 
end. Though the franchise is 
guaranteed another team, the 
condition of Wahconah Park has 
long been a concern of club 
President William Gladstone and 
of the New York-Penn League 
and, according to Gladstone, may 
be a factor when major league 
clubs decide whether to send 
their young players here. : 

In the meantime, city Director: 
of Community Services Robert S. 
Mellace has received preliminary 
estimates on the cost of replacing 
grandstand seats and lights in the 
80-year-old park and its 40-year- 
old grandstand. But those esti- 
mates do not take into account a 
number of unknowns, which 
could raise the price of both, he 
warned. 

Quotes from a seating provider . 
suggested that new seats would. 
cost $187,500 for 1,500 seats, and 


BALLPARK, rays on B4 


nears 7 





Ballpark sons: 


$250,000 for 2,000 seats, delivered 
and installed. If the city bought 
reconditioned used seats instead, 
those costs would be $105,000 for 
a 1,500-seat grandstand and 
$140,000 for 2,000 seats, delivered 


~ and installed. 


However, Mellace cautioned, 
those estimates do not take into 
aecount the current condition of 
the Wahconah grandstand, or 
whether the new seats would 
require additional repairs to the 
structure. The infrastructure of 
the grandstand was repaired as 
part of a $300,000 improvement 
project in 1997. e 

New lighting could cost be- 
tween $160,000 and $180,000, Mel- 
lace said, including a 10-year war- 
ranty on the new equipment. But 
the installation of new lights 
- might require additional electri- 


eal work and repairs, which . 


would affect the price tag. The 
current lights were installed in 
the mid-1970s, when the park was 


refurbished kv: ie 


ZO. 














By Anthony Fyden 


Park skates into controversy 


The city’s skateboard park at 
the First Street Common opened 
last September with much fan- 
fare, touted as a safe alternative 
to street skating and a response 
to a growing sport. 

But some city councilors are 
now saying that park has become 
a source of trouble. 


Ward 1 councilor William Barry 
and at-large councilor Jamie 
Williamson have co-filed a petition 
calling for stepped-up police pres- 
ence at the park. 

“Recently, several councilors and 
the police department have received 
complaints... regarding inappropri- 
ate activities in the area,” the petition 
reads. “Itis our responsibility to work 
together to ensure that all measures 
possible have been taken to ensure a 
the safety of our youth while they 
enjoy the benefits of our parks.” 

And ward 5 councilor Rick Scapin 
— an advocate for the park while a 
member of the park commission — 
expressed disappointment in the be- 
havior of the teens who use the site. 

“Itsaddens me to think thatit hasn’t 
worked out the way I thought it 
would,” he said. “We had hoped that 
the kids were going to police it them- 


Sins RE. 
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4 ? eS 
selves; it’s too bad because! thought The skateboard park at the First Street Common is used nearly as 


it would work.” 


City gets. 
late start 
on park 

facelift 


By Kelly O’Callaghan 2 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The improvement of 
Park Square has begun, with a good 
pruning of nearly 20 trees earlier this 
week, 

“We pruned them to keep them 
healthy and to limb them up, and give a 
little more visibility into the park,” said 
Robert S. Mellace, director of communi- 
ty services. : Ne 

Though the major pruning may give 


the impression of the removal of several. 
trees, the improvement plan only calls: 
for the removal of one cramped oak frdm' 
the property, Mellace said. at 

The restoration of the park includes: 
new concrete walks, decorative stones, 
new benches, period lighting and signif- 
icant landscaping improvements. . 

The improvements were supposed to 
start in earnest this week, but Mellace 
said the schedule has been pushed back 
by about three weeks because of the 
rainy cold weather earlier this week and 
because of additions to the original plan. 

“We're going to try to accomplish as 
much as we can before the snow flies,” 
Mellace said. “But this will definitely 
spill over into next spring.” : 

Now that the trees are pruned, the con- 
tractors, Mountainview Landscapes and 


Lawncare Inc., will begin to reconstruct - 


the sidewalk that encircles the park. 
That improvement was not on the origi- 
nal bid, and has pushed back the first 
schedule for the project. 
Cost increases 

It also increased the cost, from 


$225,000 to $258,000. However, half of the. 


project is being funded by a matching 
grant from the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission. 
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often by cyclists, like William Chatham, as it is by skaters. Some 
See SKATEBOARD page 9 @ people say the park has become a magnet for trouble as well. 


The workers will leave the sec- 
tion of sidewalk by the entrance 
of the park untouched until the 
very end, so that they have a 
means of entering and exiting 
the park with their equipment 
without damaging the new side- 
walk. 

“It’s supposed to be totally 
done in about nine weeks,” 
Mellace said, adding that he will 
soon be receiving a revised 
schedule. 

After that, workers will have to 
install underground electrical 
lines, do the concrete and granite 
work, lay sod, add site improve- 
ments such as benches and trash 
receptacles, and finish the land- 
scaping. The landscape work 
may be delayed until spring. 

“Tm optimistic that the project 
will go forward as smoothly as 
Possible,” Mellace Said. “We 
should _ start seeing some 
increased activity, if not this - 
week, then early next week,” 
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New park now used more by bicyclists than skate oa ers 
| it’ i ity — whi et the par: 
sciverprhien’ gegwalgweeioos Cae eee See a Renae ee 


i i igi he park 
n the air. original group no longer use the p 
Se Fun times because they now attend college or, 


Despite the worn edges, the teens_ like him, have summer jobs that cut 








continued from page 1 : Zz 
Scapin has heard reports of fights, serious pr es iar Pate 
3 f neighbors and con- _—‘ Former at-large councilo ; : 
ues Oe see He now Arlosbelieves that the secluded loca- ae ade eee aeuel eee: 
i i k makes trouble inevi- is looking slightly ragge ; : eet x ae 
supports the call for a greater police St eee is a show-off less than one year old. Several ob- using the site were es soe oe Hes oronleee nace 
ee did't hear a lot about it [when sport, “he said. “It has to be in view. staclesandrampsare marred by graf- aS eS ae Soe “ bs ae beeniminimal Tce ate 
: : ing fiti. PUCCESS: : : icts,” id. “We’ 
pore sae - ee ae Cee re Asigndetailingtheskateparkrules Bourassa, 14, said that — a oo ee ne We're all 
have heard is lee eer he said “Its Arlossaidthatherecentlyreceived had also been heavily spray painted nessed few problems. oe re ae The teennoted tha eerie 
Pepe so! ae thin a call from a woman who reported — an ironic touch since the rules take es =e katers, it’s occasionally visit the park. “They 
pilerrnle Lee — a = that a skateboarder was brandishing appear to be widely ignored. Only a_ ally between us aoe . : tuff 9 he come around here just to see if 
a oe eee, a gun in the park. “It’s really out of few among the 8-10 teens at the park usually just little kids and stu z eone’s up to no good,” he said. 
enforcement. ; t ee ” he said. were wearing required helmets. said. “Some ee on eos ee an nee i 
resp = : ae hae. Ward Helly coundlop: Li Distlvae: Another mule which lee ie Cee Ce oe aa a = noe still use sidewalks and streets for 
ee eee if ; d also worries that the location — the ignoredisthe prohibition ofbicycles. | Bourassa said that Bey. henit skating, Chatham said that skaters. 
ate can = oe make a parkislocatedinabackcorner ofthe In fact, most teens at the es were Se es ae m en = a me aan enie ee ee 
Pee ee f : irstStreet riding bikes instead of wearing opened last fall. a, ; 
difference; Ones yoil: establishya spark, nearky Tee a sie In the middle ofthe 100by 100 place and everybody wants to check ing is much more fun than pak fa 
police presence in there, things — encourages trouble. up a itout.” ing, there’s no doubt,” he said. 


F ” iq” , “Thavea feeling thatit’sa decision foot park someone has set : ee it h blic, they don’t like it 
change quickly, he said. ae ee the wi Se will come to wooden bicycle ramp — definitely | MikeDenat,18, wasamong a Re cS a ree 
why oe ee ae regret,” he said. “It has no visibility not part of the original equipment of skaters who lobbied city officia ee 
thoug ow they re D 7 ° ea a - 


—— 


More PCB tests sought for King St. 


GE believes 


State request 
is ‘excessive’ 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The state Department 
of Environmental Protection has asked 
General Electric to widen its search for 
PCBs in a long-abandoned city dumping 
ground on the West Side. 

The company has replied that it 
believes DEP’s proposed testing plan is 
“excessive,” but added it will continue 
working with DEP on the plan. The DEP 
plan asks for 25 sampling sites along a 
100-square-foot grid, while GE proposed 
nine sites in the same space, 

The former King Street dump, which is 
the property of the city Board of Park 
Commissioners, has been identified by 
DEP as potentially being contaminated 
with polychlorinated biphenyls, or PCBs. 
The former landfill is part of the 82 acres 
of Wahconah Park along the West Branch 
of the Housatonic River. The Wahconah 
Park baseball stadium is on the eastern 
bank of the river, 


Landfill closed in 1971 


On May 5, Adam Wright of DEP and 
Richard Gates of GE found porcelain 
transformer insulators, including one 
stamped with “GE Co. USA,” and discol- 
ored soil on the King Street site, which 
was closed as an active landfill by the 
City Council in 1971. In July, DEP asked 
the company to test the site, and in 
August the company agreed. It submit- 
ted a testing proposal on Aug. 27. 

But that proposal, which called for 
nine sampling points on a 100-square- 
foot grid in the area where the debris and 
discolored soil were found, has been 
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treet near Wahconah Park in Pittsfield. 


[> = 
Dum Y 7 C7 believed to be uncontaminated by 
Pp from Bl PCBs. The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and GE have, 


that iti i , 
at additional Sampling and in principle, committed to pate 


analysis is required beyond that 


deemed inadequate by DEP 

In a letter to the company dated Sept. 
23, DEP asked for a 100-square-foot test- 
ing grid with 25 sampling locations, for 
sampling at depths down to 2 feet and 
between 2 and 4 feet, and for testing 
those samples for PCBs. 

The company used PCBs in the manu- 
facturing of certain transformers be- 
tween 1930 and 1977, when its use was 
banned. The federal government lists 
PCBs as a probable cause of cancer and 
other health problems, an assertion GE 
has challenged. 

“Based upon the department’s review 
of the proposal, [DEP] has determined 
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Presented in the proposal to ade. Millions to clean up the most con- 


quately assess the nature and 
extent of possible {oil and/or haz- 
ardous materials] at the former 
King Street dump,” DEP section 
chief J. Lyn Cutler wrote in a let- 
ter to GE Pittsfield cleanup proj- 
ect manager Michael T. Carroll, 
“While the proposal addresses the 
area where GE electrical parts 
were observed on a limited walk 
of the area, the former King 
Street dump has been noted by 
several sources to have received 
significant volumes of GE materi- 
als for a number of years.” 

Yesterday, GE Manager of 
Public Affairs Gary Sheffer said, 
“We think the State plan is exces- 
Sive. But we will continue to talk 
about it. Testing should be limited 
to areas where there may have 
been evidence of our involvement 

of our depositing material 
there.” 

But Ward 7 Councilor Joseph O, 
Guzzo, whose constituency in- 
cludes King Street, believes wider 
testing is a good idea, Particularly 
since it is now hard to tell where 
the dumping area was located. 

“I believe there are PCBs down 
there. I think they need to be 
found, and whoever is responsible 
Should work things out so they 
can be cleaned up,” said Guzzo, 
who grew up on nearby Onota 
Street and played in the area asa 
youngster. “I can recall a lot of 
trucks coming in and out of there, 
and the neighbors recall a lot of 

trucks going in and out of there at 
night. That has all been docu- 
mented and collaborated through 
DEP’s investigation, and they did 
an excellent job justifying going 
in and testing.” 
The West Branch, which begins 
at Onota and Pontoosue lakes and 
winds through the North End and 


taminated stretch of the East 
Branch of the Housatonic, which 
Tuns along the southern perime- 
ter of the former GE transformer 
campus. 

City Public Works and Utilities 
Commissioner William L. Fore- 
stell said the city, as landowner, 
will keep a close eye on the situa- 
tion. And longtime Parks Comm- 
issioner Clifford J. Nilan added 
that although the land is not a 
prime recreation area, the board 
“would definitely want it cleaned 
up” if contamination is found. 

“GE has been very cooperative 
when it has come to PCBs in 
parks,” Nilan said. “Dorothy 
Amos Park is a prime example.” 
That park was cleaned up and 
refurbished by GE when PCBs 
and other chemicals were found 
on the Property, which had previ- 
ously been home to a metal scrap 
yard. 

In 1971, King Street residents, 
backed by then-City Council 
President Joseph S. Scelsi and 
Ward 7 Councilor John F Fraser, 
Successfully petitioned the coun- 
cil Public Works Committee to 
Close the landfill. The dump had 
been used for disposal of stumps, 
refrigerators, water heaters and 
other white goods, until the 
neighbors, tired of a dump in 
their backyard, prevailed on the 
city to shut it down. 

Now, the best Way to find the 

ing Street dump is with a com- 
Pass and a machete. The land is 
Overgrown with trees and thick 
vegetation. But underfoot, there 
is still evidence of the land’s for- 
mer use — old tires, rusted-out 
appliances and the like, and’ a 
Sign reminding residents that 
dumping in the area is prohibited. 

“You would expect to find PCBs 


West Side neighborhoods, is there. It Was a dump,” Nilan said. 


_ Taking back our ponds 


tion 

The city of Pittsfield deserves praise for its 
ambitious plans to restore and improve five 
community parks. In a bid to make up for the 
fact that the city has not had a budget for cap- 
ital expenditures since 1997, Robert Mellace, 
the Director of Community Affairs, has put 
together a pre iminary capital budget for the 
Parks Department worth $1.4 million for spiff- 
ing up the parks and making infrastructure 
improvements. If the expenditures are 
approved as part of the new fiscal budget, 
Pittsfield residents could be enjoying 
improved ball fields, playgrounds, restrooms, 
picnicking and swimming areas in their parks 


as early as next summer. Phis i rovement is 
long overdue. / 0 af Y q 


Councilors lament ATVs at city parks ~ 
All-terrain vehicles don’t belong atc 


declared on Mon ity parks, a Sroup of councilors 


hance aneigh. _ Ward y attended a baseball game at 
S director of ; buzzing the game.” 
; Mellace, Hae Ward 5 councilor Rick Scapin noted that city parks already have sion 
ping _ Posted banning motorized vehicles. } [ ae 
is €n- 


“The biggest Problem,” added ward 4 counci d d d 
; ncilor Ga 
forcement. The all-terrain vehicles tear up the fields.” See 


quest, the issue was referred to the parks board for fi 
1 ; urth 
review. In addition, the councilor asked that the city solicitor’s office 
explore ways to address the ATV problem. 


= — 
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Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Pittsfield Mets fan Art Driscoll packs up a couple of hamburgers at the fest stand 
before last night’s game against the Vermont Expos. 


Mayor pledges new park 
if club promises to stay 


By Greg Sukiennik struck between the city and 
and Theo Stein National Pastime: Build a 
Berkshire Eagle Staff stadium, the team said, and 

PITTSFIELD — Mayor We will.sign a lease to play 


there for at least 10 years. 
But ‘the deal fell through 
| the. city..couldn’t live » 
up to its end of the bargain. 
Now the city has a lease 
“with the Mets that -runs 
through this season, with.a’. 
promise that the club ‘will 
play. here next» year and 
another one-year option for 
- 2001. Beyond that, the future. 
for both entities remains | 
uncertain. 1 
“Why would I want to 
invest $6 [million] or $8 mil- 
lion in a stadium when I 
have no guarantee that 


Gerald S. Doyle Jr. said yes- ° 
terday the city would spend. 
millions on a new stadium ifs 
it had a long-term commit: 
ment from a baseball fran-, 
chise for such a facility. 

That statement came days 
after William L. Gladstone, 
president of | National 
Pastime Co., which owns the 
Pittsfield Mets, said he 
would sign a long-term com- 
mitment if such improve- 
ments were made. 

But neither 









side has 


approached the other about 
such a commitment. 
In 1996, a similar deal was 





Ben Garver 


William L. Gladstone 
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Workers prepare Wahconah Park before last night’s game with Vermont.  *. 
< | A wb 


Mets from Al 


there’ll be anyone to play in it?” 
Doyle asked yesterday. “If [the 
Mets or any team] come.along and 
want. a 10-year-deal, we’ll talk 
about it.” 


Doyle again said he is commit- - 


ted to minor league baseball, and 
to making improvements *.to 
Wahconah Park, regardless of the 
team situation. Those improve- 
ments could include paved park- 
ing, expanded concession stands, 
individual grandstand seats 
(replacing the current bench 
seats), new bleachers and a 
replacement for the 25-year-old 
lighting system. 

He also cited the improvements 
the city made before the season 
began at the club’s request, 
including realignment of the 
lights, and the replacement of rac- 
coon-proof roofs in the concession 
stands, locker rooms and team 
offices. 

“T think a quarter- million or 
half-million [dollar] rehab would 
be a lot easier to swallow than a 
$6- [million] to $8-million [project] 
with no guarantee,” Doyle added. 

“It’s. simple economics. I love 
the Mets. I think the ownership is 


great. It’s a great time. There’s 
two tickets right here,” he said, 
pointing to the pair sitting on his 
desk. “I mean, where else can you 
go and see a ballgame for $4.50? 

“On the other hand, a lot of peo- 
ple think Wahconah Park is a 
beautiful park. Let’s face it, the 
people I’ve got to make happy are 
the fans.” 

Last week, Gladstone said the 
player development contract 
between National Pastime’s New 
York-Penn League franchise and 
the New York Mets would not be 
renewed after the 2000 season, 
and that the condition of the park 
would likely be an issue when 
new suitors are courted next fall. 

Still, both the club and the city 
tout the relationship the two have 
built. 

“This year, that field was used 
more than ever by high schools 
and the [American Legion teams]. 
That’s the relationship we devel- 
oped with the Mets,” Doyle noted. 
“They have the right to say ‘no’ to 
that kind of thing.” 

Meanwhile, Ward 7 Councilor 
Joseph O. Guzzo, whose ward 
includes 80-year-old Wahconah 
Park, believes the old park should 
be refurbished, rather than a new 
park built. 


“* Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 

a 
‘“T think we already have a great 
location;-and we should invest in 
what we have. There’s a lot we can 
do with the. existing facility to 
make it véry, attractive. I would 
support capital investments in 
the resources we already have,” 
Guzzo said. 

Meanwhile, the Mets” plans to 
‘have a team playing in Brooklyn 
next season are not yet solidified, 
according to published reports. 

An. article published last week 
in the New York Daily News said 








city activis @roup are angry that 
the: city*will give the Parade 
Grounds, a: ‘park at the corner of 
Caton Avenue and Parade Place 
in Flatbush, to the Mets, while a 
Coney Island: ballpark is ‘being 
built. The Mets and the city have 
not finalized the deal that will put 
the team’s single A short-season 
club in the new park. 

At the same time, the New York 
Mets have yet to close a deal with 
the St. Catharines (Ont.) 
Stompers for purchase of that 
New York-Penn League franchise. 
Stompers majority owner Greg 
Sorbarra has declined comment 
on speculation that his team will 
be purchased by the major league 
club and moved to Brooklyn. ::, * 
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Advocates contemplate past and 

















The Springside Park ponds — 
which once lured hundreds of local 
families for swimming, picnicking, 
skating and sledding — will never 
be the same. 

But they can be a whole lot better 
than they are now. 

That was the consensus of park b 
| advocates who gathered Monday at 
_ Springside House. About 15 residents 
attended a publicmeeting sponsored 
4 by the park commission. The goal 
was to guide ajust-underway study 
of possible redevelopment of 
Springside’s two-ponds. 

The consultants said that public 
input could play an important rolein 
shaping recommendations of the 
$15,000 study, whichis being funded 
by the city and the state department 
of environmental management. 

-Robert Mellstrom of Dufresne- 
| Henry, Inc. said that an initial survey 


: aes : eals two ponds which are mired 
The Springside Ponds have a storied past, but what lies oa P 


ahead for the watershed? On Monday, residents and 
consultant Peter Bourgois (above) discussed potential 
uses for the two ponds. 

















































































































in silt and marred by garbage. The 
upper body of water, called Steven's 
Pond, is in particularly poor condi- 
tion. 

“It’s hard to tell it’s even a pond 
anymore,” Mellstrom said. “Really, 
what you havenow isaswamp that’ s 

banded by stones.” 

Mellstrom said that the study will 
focus only onthe watershed area and 
not the park in general. Most intense 
scrutiny will be given to the lower 
pond, which can be seen from 
Springside Avenue. 

The consultants asked the as- 
sembled audience for information on 
past use of the two ponds as well as 
suggestions for potential future uses. 
The query at first elicited reminis- 
cences of glory days, when the lower 
pond was a popular swimming hole 
and Steven's pond was stocked with 
fish each year. 

Audience member Joe Lynch re- 
called that the lower pond once fea- 
tured two aerating fountains. “That's 
wherellearned toswim,” Lynchsaid, 
smiling with the memory. “That's 
where I did the belly flop, off those 

two fountains.” 

Rented row boats once dotted the 
pond, one man recalled. Others re- 
membered the throngs of people who 
enjoyed the pond area in the winter, 
for both skating and sledding. The 
lower pond, some recalled, featured 
both a swimming area and a “frog 
pond” set off by a small dam. 

Due to polluted water, the city 


_ eventually banned swimming in the 


pond and the watershed over the 
years fell into disrepair. 


Elementary school educator Judy” 


MacPherson said that she organizes 
several field trips to the park each 
year, but worries about taking chil- 
dren on the overgrown trails con- 
necting the two ponds. 

“It’s not a safe walk from Steven's 
Pond to the lower pond,” 
MacPherson said. “I would like to 
see the trails made a little bit safer 





future of Springside Park ponds 


and maybe a little but wider.” 


Although many in the audience 


waxed nostalgic about the swimming 
hole, it is clear that this use will re- 
main in the past. Not only is the 
water polluted, it would take a major 
dredging effort to clear the silt and 
weed growth. 


“T don’t think we'll see [the ponds] 


return to a swimming area,” agreed 
community services director Robert 
Mellace. 


But the idea of restoring the lower _ 


pond for skating intrigued some. In 
fact, members of one Springside 
group considered flooding the area 
as a skating pond last year. 


“I think that’s a great idea,” said 


Jim McGrath, a member of a group 


developing an arboretum at the park. 
“The neighborhood wouldlove that.” 

But parkcommissioner Sue Colker 
worries about the somewhat se- 


cluded location. A skating pond, she 


suggested, could be a draw for van- 
dals. : 

“You know what happened at Ca- 
noe Meadow,” she said. “[Vandals] 
burned down the sugar house.” 

Harvey Sides of the Springside 
Greenhouse group said that cleanup 
should be a priority. “The park, right 
now, is badly used as a dump,” he 
said. 

The discussion lasted nearly one 
and one-half hours. Mellstrom sug- 
gested that the advocates seem to 
favorrestoration of the area as anatu- 
ral site with secondary recreational 
opportunities. 

McGrath agreed, noting that the 
parkhas limitless potentialasanedu- 
cation recourse. “It’s a jewel in this 
utban landscape,” he said. 

Mellace expects the study to be 
complete by the end of February. 
The park commission hopes to spon- 
sor at least two more public hearings 
as the effort proceeds, he said. 

The next public hearing will likely 
be held on December 13, the commu- 

nity services director added. 
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have lost money and have prob- 
lems with their 12-year-old park 
— are that team. Neither the New 
York Mets nor the St. Catharines 
club returned calls seeking com- 
ment yesterday. 

Gladstone said he is aware that 
the city is dealing with financial 
limitations when it comes to big- 
ticket capital items like a new sta- 
dium, and that it has other priori- 
ties, such as schools. Indeed, the 
city should not build a stadium 
just because his baseball team 
would like one, but because it 
wants a community facility for 
high school athletics and concerts 


Mets from Al 


player development contract with 
the New York Mets through the 
2000 season. The contract sup- 
plies a minor league team with 
- players, coaches and trainers 


Mets leavin 


Pittsfield 
after : 2 Q Q Q | 7 : = ine 


team a place to train and scout its 
' future stars. 
_. _ But Gladstone does. not expect 
that National Pastime and the 
New York Mets will enter into 


; z ».- another player development con- 
Gladstone said _ tract, because the Mets are now 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


_ PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 


» Mets will play at Wahconah Park 
through the 2000 New York-Penn 
League season. But beyond that, 

_ the future of minor league base- 
ball here may in large part 
depend on the city’s ability to 


greatly improve or _ replace 
Wahconah Park, franchise 
President William L. Gladstone 
said yesterday. 


“The issue, Gladstone said, is 
- that 80-year-old Wahconah Park, 
in its present condition, may be a 
difficult sell to major league 
teams interested in replacing the 
New York Mets — who plan to 
field a team in Brooklyn instead 
— as the source of baseball play- 
ers for the Pittsfield franchise. 
That could also make it difficult 
for Gladstone’s New York-Penn 
League franchise to remain in 
Pittsfield, he said. 

“The whole facilities question 
is going to matter,” Gladstone, 
the president of National Pastime 

_. Co., said yesterday. “It matters to 
~ the [New York-Penn] League. It 
matters now to the Mets, 
although they have adjusted to it. 
“weitt Irterttcx 


AE “a BLL ; 
any new franchise we affiliate 
with.” 

Wahconah improvements 


Meanwhile, Mayor Gerald S. 
Doyle Jr., who says he is commit- 
ted to keeping minor league base- 
ball in Pittsfield, is still looking at 
paving the parking lot and 
expanding the concessions 
stands at the park. He said he has 
ordered cost estimates for replac- 





Wahconah Park, 4, 


in its present 
condition, may be 
a difficult sell to 
major league 
teams interested 
in replacing the 
New York Mets. 


replacing the park’s 25-year-old 


lighting system, half of which 
went dark during the seventh 
inning of Wednesday night’s 
game. 

Doyle said a new stadium, on a 
different site or the current site, 
is a long-term prospect, rather 
than a short-term project, and 
one that will require\state fund- 
ing. 

“T have talked to members of 
our [legislative] delegation about 
it several times,” Doyle said. 


Building. en—the-eurrept “site 


2 raise signifftat 


lands protection issues, he added. —~ 
In the meantime, Doyle has. 


stressed the good relationship he 
has built with Gladstone, and the 
service the city has provided the 
club when it has had concerns or 
problems. 

The Mets drew more than 
84,000 fans last season and are 
likely to break the 80,000 atten- 
dance mark this year as well, 
Gladstone said. 


committed to a Coney Island 
team. 

On Jan. 4 of this year, after a 
year of speculation over if, or 
when, the Mets would move to 
Coney Island, Doyle announced 


the Mets would be staying’ 


through 2000. 
At one point, it seemed 


inevitable that the franchise 


., would move to Brooklyn. But 


both Gladstone and the New York 
Mets said philosophical differ- 


~,. ences in how the team would be 


run once it moved put an end to 
the deal. 
There is now no chance that 
“= Gladstone will move his franchise 
to Brooklyn, “period,” he said. 
~ “We’ve had our discussions with 
~. the Mets and we’re not the team 
™ that moves to Brooklyn.” 


™ Other clubs 


Since Gladstone has also stated 
that he expects the Mets and 
National Pastime to play out their 
contract through the 2000 season, 
that most likely means National 


Sear 


we Pastime will be entertaining other 


~ major league clubs for the right to 


» have their players and coaches 


. play short season Class A minor 
~ league baseball here, or else- 
» where, in 2001. 
The wheeling and dealing will 
occur in September 2000, during 


om period in which baseball rules 


- allow for such talks to take place. 
When those major league clubs 
consider Pittsfield as a minor 


“league home, Gladstone said, 
Wahconah Park’s deficiencies, 








ing the bench seating in the 
grandstands with more comfort- 
able (| re and for 


P19 


Consultants 
gather input 
for study of 


park needs 
Hate fi Bahiman 
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PITTSFIELD — Wider trails, 
easier access and restoration of 
the “lower pond” are among the 
elements that should be included 
in a plan for improvements at 
Springside Park, consultants 
were told Monday night. : 

Representatives of Dufresne- 
Henry Ine., a Greenfield-based 

- firm of engineers, attended a 
meeting of the Park Commission 
at Springside House to gather 
comments and ideas from citi- 
zens to guide them in their prepa- 
ration of a plan for the park. 

The plan is to focus on two 
ponds at Springside: a small 

‘upper pond,” also known as 
Stevens Pond, the larger “lower 
pond,” which is situated just off 
Springside Avenue, and the 
watershed that supplies the 
ponds. 

The smaller pond is completely 
“silted in,” said Robert E. 
Mellstrom, vice president of Duf- 
resne-Henry, and reeds and silt 
are steadily encroaching on open 
water areas in the lower pond: 

Mellstrom and Peter D. 
‘Bourgois, a landscape architect 

who is a principal in The 
Cavendish Partnership of Spring- 

field, Vt., sought to obtain a gen- 
eral idea of what activities the 

_ ponds would support or enhance. 
The Cavendish Group is a divi- 

sion of Dufresne-Henry. : 

Suggestions at last night’s 
meeting included environmental 
education, fishing (one man 
recalled that the upper pond used 
to be stocked with fish from 
Pontoosuc Lake), bicycling on an 
improved trail between the two 
ponds, and skating. 

An “outdoor classroom,” per- 
hhaps situated near the upper 
pond, would be welcome, as 
would improved parking and > 
access to the park for all visitors, 
particularly those who are handi- 
capped, the consultants were 
-told. 

Mellstrom and Bourgois said 
they expect to have a preliminary 
plan ready for public review dur- 
ing the commission’s meeting on 
‘Dec. 13. A final plan is due in 
January. 
~ The consultants are being paid 
‘with funds from a $15,000 “mat- 

_ ching” grant to which the city 
‘contributed $7,500 and the state 
“Department of Environmental 
Management $7,500. 

«In other business last night, the 

“commission formally accepted 

-the licensing agreement between 

‘the city and the Pittsfield Mets 

for use of Wahconah Park for the 

‘2000 regular baseball season and 

-playoff season. 


particularly in the area of visitors’ 
locker rooms and fan amenities, 
could prove an issue. 

“We certainly will have a team 
~ and another PDC [player develop- 
~ ment contract],” he said. “We’ll 
have to see as the years go on 
« what arrangements will be made 
~ here or what the alternatives are.” 

Facilities are one issue in St. 
Catharines, Ontario, where the 
Stompers, who also play in the 
~ New York-Penn League, may play 
“a supporting role in the New York 
- Mets’ efforts to put a bascball 
~~ team on Coney Island. 

“= The Mets are reportedly in 
negotiations to buy a New York- 
= Penn League team and move it to 
~ Brooklyn, and it has been specu- 
™ lated that the Stompers — who 


National Pastime Co. has a 
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Police seek motive, suspects | 
in shooting of 17-year-old\\' 


By Tony Dobrowolski 


pered police in establishing a motive, 


as well, he explained. 

“To build a stadium for a team 
that plays 38 home games plus 
some playoffs is a major invest- 
ment,” Gladstone said. “’You have 
to feel it’s good for the communi- 
ty, good for other things [like con- 


certs and high school sports] and . 


that it brings enough revenue 
into the community to justify it.” 

Then again, he pointed out, the 
Mets are the city’s biggest tourist 
draw. 

“We never said that [a stadium] 
was sensible standing alone. But 
we do bring in attendance of over 
80,000, and except Tanglewood, 
the Clark [Art Institute] and the 
Rockwell [Museum], there’s not 
anybody in the county who’s 
close. So we do bring business 
into the Pittsfield, and it has real 
value.” 

On the other hand, when asked 
about how his franchise would 
react to park improvements, 
Gladstone pointed to the commit- 


ment he made in November of’ 


1996 to sign a long-term lease if 
such improvements came to pass. 
The team would contribute to 
such a project by paying rent, he 
said. : ; 
Had the team and the city’s 
1996 plan come to pass, the team 
would have opened its 1999 sea- 
son in the new facility. = 

Wahconah Park has been the 
home of professional baseball, as 
well as high school football and 
the odd pro wrestling extravagan- 
za, for the last 80 years. The 
Pittsfield Hillies made their inau- 
gural Eastern League pennant 
run there in 1919, when the park 
opened. The grandstand, built in 
1950, was designed by city archi- 
tect Joseph McArthur Vance, the 
designer of the Colonial Theatre. 

Further improvements were 
made in the mid-1970s with feder- 
al funds, and two years ago a 
drainage system was installed, 
improving the sometimes- 
swampy outfield and reducing 
the number ofrainouts— 

House Speaker Thomas 
Finneran’s statements about state 
support of pro sports to the con- 
trary, the state in fact has spent 
money in facilities whose primary 
tenants are minor league sports 
teams. 

In Lowell, state money paid for 
the $13 million Edward 
LeLacheur Park, the home of the 
Lowell Spinners. And _ state 
money was also set aside for Paul 
E. Tsongas Arena, which is used 
by the city’s American Hockey 
League franchise as well as the 
hockey team for the University of 
Massachusetts-Lowell. 

In Springfield, the state has 
committed $25 million to renova- 
tions at the Springfield Civic 
Center, home of the Springfield 
Falcons of the American Hockey 
League. 


Shooting from Bl 


\ x \ hospital for treatment of a gun- 
able to establish a \. of the’ ‘The shooting was the first 










































































Remember when? ¢ 


; af 5 [ le fi photo 

Much talk these days about the overall conditions at Wahconah Park. Included on that list of things to imprdve is the LAY Gj 
the venerable stadium. Lights first came to Wahconah Park in 1949. In the above photo, workers prepare to put up the first s a 
lights. A second set of lights, the ones that are currently in use, 


\ were put in place in 1979. Interesting to note that the andst: 
behind home plate had yet to be constructed in this 1949 picture. Soi : Z es ae 
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All decked out fafetl ag 


Park Square in Pittsfield looks its best last night in preparation for Christmas. First Congregational Church is at right. en 















gency room also called police to 
report that a man had come to the 





shot wound. 





O’Neil said. 

“We won’t know until we get a witness 
or somebody says something,” O’Neil 
said. “We have no idea what it was over.” 

O’Neil said police have also yet to 
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PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield Police are 
still looking for both a motive and sus- 
pects_in—the shooting-ef-a_ 17-year-old 
man in Tucker Park on the)city’s West 


Sj recover the gun used in the shooting or 
E i to det ine the cal- 
Darrell Dickerson of West Street was = =A Sri ap an ela 
wounded when he was shot in the left “Nothing was found in the park,” 
buttock at about 10:50 p.m. Friday. O’Neil said, 


Following the incident, Dickerson went 
to Berkshire Medical Center on his own 
to seek treatment. 

He was admitted to BMC on Friday 
night and was in good condition yester- 
day in the hospital’s pediatrics unit, a 
hospital spokeswoman said. 

Victim won’t cooperate 


Capt. John T. O’Neil, the commander 
of the detective bureau, said suspects 
have yet to be found because Dickerson 
has refused to cooperate with police. 

Tucker Park, which ‘is situated on the 
corner of Linden Street and Robbins 
Avenue across from the Christian Center, 
has been the scene of narcotics activity. 


O’Neil said several people called police 
Friday night to report they had heard 
shots fired in the park. At least one caller 
stated that two men were seen running 
north on Robbins Avenue after the shots 
had been fired. 

Once the case was turned over to the. 
detective bureau, O’Neil said police were 


‘men’ reported running «on: Rob- 
bins . Avenue. was: Dickerson. 
Police “have not.identified. ‘the 
other man, O’Neil said. =~. 

Police responding to the scene 

also found a 1987 Dodge van with 
its back window shot out parked 

‘in front: of 150 Linden St. Ac- 
_ cording to the police blotter, the 
van was positively .identified. at 
"9:28 a.m. Saturday. : : 

. The blotter stated that on Fri- 
day at 11:10 p.m..officers, along 
‘with police dog “Jack,” began a 
search of the area going north 
from the corner of Linden Street 
and Robbins Avenue. — : 

At 11:21 p.m., the dog’s tracking 
led officers to an open basement 
door at 144 Madison Ave. Officers 
searched the area around the 

-Madison Avenue residence but.at 

"11:25 p.m. reported they.did not 
- find the suspects. ies 

Shortly after the shooting inci- 

* dent was reported to police, med- 
ical personnel from BMC’s emer- 


reported in Pittsfield since 
August. when two. incidents oc- 
curred within a four-day span. 

On Aug. 14, shots were fired fol- 
lowing an argument between two 
men in the common hallway of a 
duplex apartment building on 
Calumet Street. No one was in- 
jured. On Aug. 18, Michael Gam- 
ble, 26, of Bronx, N-Y., was wound- 
ed when he-was shot in the lower 
back in the kitchen of a Prospect 
Street residence while attending 
a birthday party. ~ 

On Sept. 2, police. arrested 
Anthony ‘T. “Tone” Hardaway, 18, 
of Bradford. Street while he was 
walking in: Tucker ‘Park and 
charged him with the Calumet 
Street incident. Hardaway is 
‘being held in the Berkshire 
County House of Correction on 
$10,000 bail... 

Although no one has been 
charged with shooting Gamble, 
police believe Hardaway was at 
the Prospect Street residence 
























But O’Neil said police believe that drugs 
were not the motive for the shooting. 
Dickerson’s lack of cooperation has ham- 





when the incident occurred. ; 

In September, Police Chief 
Anthony J. Riello assigned sever- 
al officers to the city’s West Side 
after -10.. incidents. . involving 
weapons being fired had been 
reported in the city between April 
and August. 

Yesterday, Christian Center 
director Cheryl T. Nolan said an 
officer assigned to the neighbor- 
hood had been at the Christian 
Center at 6:30 p.m. Friday, while 
another officer was seen walking 
a beat in the neighborhood later 
in the evening. ete 

Nolan said West Side:residents 
were feeling “a little uncomfort- 

able” about Friday_night’s inci- 
dent but would continue to work 
with police in stopping crime in 
that area...» +24 se at 
“Tt doesn’t shake my faith in the _ 
Police Department,”* Nolan ‘said? = 
“This is just one of those things 
that happen. They can’t be every; “s 
where, every time.” tee te Toa 
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Let it snow JOAN 


Pittsfield firefighters and public works employees train snow guns on the hill at Clapp Park, a popular spot for sled- 
ding, especially during school vacation weeks. Only 1.4 inches of snow has been recorded so far in Pittsfield. 


City employees pinch hit for Mothe 


The Berkshire First Night Sched- 
ule calls for sledding at Clapp Park. 
Since Mother Nature showed no in- 
dication of providing snow before 
New Year's Eve, a group of city em- 
ployees decided to make their own. 

With two snow guns borrowed 
from Bousquet Ski Resort providing 
amini-blizzard on Monday and Tues- 
day, part of the steep hillside at the 
West Housatonic Street Park was 
soon covered in a blanket of white. 
Dozens of youngsters headed to the 
park for sledding. 

About 14 employees from the 
building & maintenance department 
andnearly 30 firefighters helped with 
the project. 

“Tt was a learning experience for 
allofusand we pulled it off,” said Ed 
Kuni, a building & maintenance 
worker. “I feel good that it worked. 
The snow is there.” 

Kuni, who coordinated the project, 
said that the base of the hill now has 
nearly 32 inches of snow while the 
slope hasat least 10 inches. He praised 
Bousquet owner George Jervas for 


City employees began making 
snow at Clapp Park on Monday. 


not only loaning the snow guns to 
the city but providing advice on how 
to use the equipment. 

The amateur crew, Kunisaid, gota 


¥ 


<A 
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Youngsters eagerly embraced the man-made white stuff. 


quick education on snow making. “It 
was pretty interesting.” 

Kuni said that Mayor Gerald 
Doyle, Jr. discussed the possibility of 
making snow and the city employ- 
ees embraced the project. Some work- 
ers spent long hours at the Park on 
Monday night and into Tuesday 
morning to oversee the snowstorm. 

“Not a dime [of city money] was 
spent,” Kuni said. “It was all volun- 
teers. Everyone thought. that this 
would be a good thing for-the kids, 


. for First Night.” 


Snow making requires high pres- 
sure water pumps, atleast 100 pounds 
of pressure, which is where the fire 
department came in, An engine 
pump was hooked to the water source 
and.the operation was soon in busi- 
ness. 

Firefighter Stephen Duffy said that 
the volunteers enjoyed the project. 
“I'd never done it before, no one 
had,” he said. “It was kind of fun. It 
worked out well.” 

Duffy believes that the snow mak- 
ing demonstrates Pittsfield’s commu- 
nity spirit. : 

“T think you'd find that if most 
times when something needs to be 
done in this town, people will step 
forward and do it,” he said. 

Kuni said that there are currently 
no plans to make more snow at Clapp 
Park. He noted, however, that things 
could change if the snow begins to 
wear thin because of the large num- 
bers of kids already sledding on the 
hill. 

“Atthis point, [thinkwe got plenty 
of snow,” he said. “It’s the only place 
in the city where the kids can go 
sledding.” 

On Wednesday the icy hill was 
contrasted by a grassy field. 


ee 


r Nature at Clapp Park 
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Climbing the “snow-covered” portion of the Clapp Park hill tested 
kids’ mettle as ice quickly formed. In the background, a “snow-less” 
baseball diamond and field are visible. 





2 — The Berkshire Eagle, Sunday, February 14, 1999 | 
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After 16 years, Bernie Goclowski steps aside 


hearty salute to Bernard J. Goc- 
lowski on his retirement as 
: president of Friends of Wild 
Acres after 16 years of outstanding 
service. Fortunately, he has agreed to 
be vice president and will assist Fred 
B. Garner Jr., who was elected presi- 
dent by the directors at their meeting 
Feb. 8 at Springside House. 

Goclowski spearheaded the move- 
ment to save the popular fishing der- 
bies at the Pittsfield recreational area 
off South Mountain Road when they 


were about to be eliminated back in. 


May 1983 because of Proposition 21/2 
restraints on the municipal budget. In 
a letter to the editor of The Eagle, 
Goclowski, then a GE ordnance plant 
marketing engineer, cried “help” and 
appealed for monetary donations. 
. His cries were heard by Dick Pet- 
ruzella, Frank Patrick (now of Wash- 
ington, D.C.) and others who, with 
Goclowski, formed the Friends of Wild 
Acres as a nonprofit membership or- 
ganization. They had membership 
tickets printed and appealed to civic 
and fraternal organizations for sup- 
port. 

Among those who responded, Goc- 
lowski recalled, was the Pittsfield Ae- 
rie of Eagles. The organization was 


_Ted. 
Giddings 


Our Berkshires 


city Conservation Commission ‘chair- 
man who single-handedly had raised 
funds to keep the derbies going the 
previous year; Vincent J. Hebert, city 
parks and recreation superintendent; 
and Edward Bailey, City Pond Fish 
Committee, all pledged support in 
conducting the Wild Acres events, a 
job they had been doing effectively for 
many years. 

With the cost of hatchery trout con- 
tinuing to mount (last year’s bill was 
$7,000), FOWA officers and directors 
are appealing to old friends and new, 
including organizations as well as in- 
dividuals, to make donations payable 
to Friends of Wild Acres, P.O. Box 
1542, Pittsfield, 01201. 

If new president Garner’s name 
sounds familiar, it’s because his late 


father, a GE ordnance employee, spent’ 
weekends as head of Pittsfield’s park: 


police. The Fred B. Garner Park on the 


Friends,” Fred P. Garner Jr. recalled, 
“and I’ve been on the board about six 


' years. I grew up going to Wild Acres 


and the derbies, and am still doing it.” 
Garner, 35, who married the former 
Heather French of Pittsfield and has a 
son and daughter, is North Adams 
branch manager of S & A Supply Inc. 
His stepmother, Mrs. Fred P. Garner, 
is the former Gail Hebert, daughter of 
Mr, and Mrs. Vincent J. Hebert. 
Re-elected at the meeting were Dick 
Petruzella, secretary; Don Massery, 
treasurer; Nick Ruggeri, assistant 
treasurer, and all board members. 
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at Wild Acres 
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| Wild Acres is - 
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disbanding because of declining 
membership and voted to give $1,000 


to the Friends. ; 
Also, the late Franklin 


By Anthony Fyden 

Fred P. Garner, Sr. moved to Pitts- 
field froma more urban city in Penn- 
sylvania and immediately fellin love 
with the region’s bucolic setting, es- 
pecially the expansive Wild Acres 
conservation area. 

The General Electric employee 
soon became one of the city’s stron- 
gest park advocates, even working 
weekends as a park supervisor. Gat- 
ner and his family spent countless 
hours at Wild Acres for family re- 
unions, pick-up baseball games and 
fishing. 


The Pittsfield Gazette 
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Most Valuable Pittsfielders 


When Proposition 2 1/2 devas- 
tated the parks department budget 
in the early 1980s, Garner and other 
advocates stepped forward to form 
the Friends of Wild Acres, to ensure 
that the site would not be lost to 
future generations. 

A city park, nestled off Pomeroy 
Road near the Housatonic River, now 
bears the late Garner’s name in rec- 
ognition of his contribution. 

It was almost inevitable that 
Garner's love of the outdoors and of 
Wild Acres would be instilled in his 
son, Fred Garner, Jr. It’s a legacy that 
the younger Garner embraces. 

“My father saw all that’s available 
here, all this nature,” Garner says. 
“He never had that when he was a 


Housatonic River off Pomeroy Avenue 


was named in his memory. 


H. Controy, 


“My dad was a director of the 


The Pittsfield Gazette April 22, 1999 


Harnessing Wild Acres 


Fred Garner, Jr. promotes a natural resource in Pittsfield 


want to see it get lost.” 

Garner is now the president of the 
Friends of Wild Acres. He replaced 
Bernie Goclowski — who was in- 
strumental in forming the organiza- 
tion—aboutone yearago. Goclowski 
stayed on as vice president. 

The new president's goal is simple: 
introduce as many people as pos- 
sible to Wild Acres and then enlist 
their help in restoring the site. The 
Wild Acres area, which lies in South- 
west Pittsfield near the municipal 
airport, hasa lot to offer, Garner notes. 
There are miles of hiking trails, a 
picnic pavilion and expansive fields 
for sports. Wildlife abounds in the 


area and a small lake provides great - 


fishing. 

“Tf people realize what's out there, 
it’s going to speak for itself,” Garner 
said. “People are going to fallin love 
with it like I did.” : 

It is the fishing possibilities that 
Garner believes could help enlighten 
more residents to Wild Acres. For 
decades, Wild Acres has hosted an 
annual fishing derby, bringing hun- 
dreds of families to the site. Garner 
wants to build on that success. 

This year’s fishing derby will take 
place over several days during May, 
beginning on-May 1 with the kids’ 
derby. “It’sjusta great family event,” 
Garner said. “Some of the kids ‘we 
get there, this will be their first time 
fishing.” 

Garner recalls one young mother 
who brought her two sonstoa derby, 
carrying brand new fishing poles 
purchased at the Ames discount 
store. Although the mother knew 


preserved and 


for the people o 

Let’s keep thi 
and the fishing 
children, person 
ties, and seniors 


next century,, 


Pittsfield, 
‘o-Phe' author: is 
Friends of Wild: 


business people, Garner is confident 
that a compromise can be worked 
out. One possible solution, he said, 
would be to simply trade some land, 
which would ensure that Wild Acres 
does not lose ground while giving the 
airport the land it needs. 

Garner stressed, however, that 
nothing will be done to compromise 


" the Wild Acres setting. “I think every- 


Fred Garner, Jr. wants more people to enjoy the natural beauty ofthe 
Wild Acres Conservation area. The upcoming annual fishing derby 
is a great way to introduce families to the site. 


nothing about fishing, volunteers 
stepped in to help, and the young- 
sters were soon reeling in trout. 

“We got those two kids fishing,” 
Garner said. “We've got a lot of old- 
time fishermen in our group who 
really know what they're doing. They 
go around and help out wherever 
they’re needed.” 

Inaddition to the kids’ derby, there 
are separate derbies for seniors and 
for people with disabilities —spon- 
sored in conjunction with the 


kid. I grew up with it, and I don’t 


C2 — The Berkshire Eagle, Sunday, May 9, 1999 


early 500 boys and girls, ages 6-14, 

| \ | took advantage of ideal weather to 

cast for trout last weekend in their 

annual fishing derby at Wild Acres pond 
off South Mountain Road, Pittsfield. 

“They did darn well, catching 292 of the 

trout we stocked for them,” reported Fred 

B. Garner Jr., new president of the Friends 

of Wild Acres, sponsor of the event with 

the Pittsfield Park and Recreation Depart- 

ment. 

“The kids used all kinds of enticements 
for the hatchery orphans, ranging from 
lowly earthworms and nightcrawlers to a 
wide variety of artificial lures. Prizes of 
fishing tackle were awarded to the lucky 
youngsters who caught tagged trout. 

_ They were: Adam Wiedeman, age 9; 
Dan Barzottini, 6; Brian Harris, 11; Jason 
Smith, 13; Reed McClusky, 9; Jared Gale, 
9; Stephanie Zuber, 10; Alex Walak, 6; 
Haley Pierce, 7; Jessica Grise, 7; Amy 
Kasala, 13 and Kayla Gaetani, 9. 

. Old-timers got their chance to fish last 

Tuesday through Friday, 6 a.m. to 7 p.m., 

and will again May 24-28 at the same 

hours. Persons with disabilities will have 

their fishing day May 23, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
@ 

--Two buses have been chartered to 
transport Berkshire area supporters of 
Gun Owners Action League to Boston 
Monday, May 17, for its statewide “Rally 
For Our Rights” on Boston Common, 
starting at 11 am. The rides are free, 
thanks to GOAL and business and sports- 
men’s groups. 

Peter McBride of Pittsfield, a GOAL 
director, said each bus has a 47-passenger 
capacity, and there’s a possibility of a 
third bus, if interest warrants. The buses 
will leave North Adams Plaza at 7 a.m., 
Berkshire Mall at 7:20, and McClelland 


Giddings 
Our Berkshires 


Drug Store, Lee, 7:45. The buses are. 


expected to return by 6 p.m. 

Rally speakers will include Jim Baker 
of the NRA; Jim Fotis, Law Enforcement 
Alliance of America; Massad Ayoob, 
Lethal Force Institute; Karen McNutt, a 
lawyer recognized as an expert on the 
Mass. gun law, and others. 

“There will be demonstrations from re- 
enactment groups and visits to the offices 
of Berkshire County legislators,” McBride 
said. “Join us in this rally for freedom.” 

Information and bus reservations: 
Peter McBride (GOAL, GEAA Pistol, & 
Rifle Club), 499-1224; Gary Wilk (GOAL, 
Lee Sportsmen’s Association), 443-6188; 
and Charlie Chapin (Pittsfield Sports- 
men’s Club), 743-7263. 

e 

Hunters in the western district of the 
state killed 519 tom turkeys during the 
first week of the spring season, 190 more 
than last year, according to Tony Gola, 
district wildlife supervisor. However, 
unlike last year, they were allowed to take 
two birds provided they were bearded 
and killed on separate days. 

Top checking station was the Inn at 
Charlemont, 124, while Margaret Beck- 
with’s Sportsmen’s Stop, Lake Buel 
Road, Great Barrington, led the Berk- 
shire stations with 92 followed by western 
district headquarters, Pittsfield, 87; Foun- 
tain Pond, Great Barrington, 75; Dave’s 


_ Pittsfield Civitan Club. 

Although the event draws hun- 
dreds of people, Garner recalls the 
days when the shore would literally 
teem with fishermen. “There were 
kids standing elbow to elbow,” he 
said. “It was incredible, everyone’s 
lines, were getting tangled up.” 

Managing the fishing derby costs 
the Friends of Wild Acres nearly 
$7,000 each year. That’s just about 
what the group takes in through do- 
nations. Garner hopes to expand in- 
terest in the site, membership in the 
group and, eventually, the 
organization's budget. 


Sporting Goods, Pittsfield, 68; Berkshire 
Ace Hardware, Otis, 37; and Savoy Gen- 
eral Store, 30. 

The kill fell off drastically at the begin- 
ning of the past week, with only 12 gob- 
blers being checked at Hubbard Avenue 
station the first three days. 

e 

Tiger trout were stocked in Onota Lake, 
Laurel Lake, Lee, and Stockbridge Bowl 
the past week by the western district fish- 
eries crew. They also released trout in the 
following waters: 

Konkapot River, Monterey, New Marl- 
boro and Sheffield; Umpachene Brook, 
New Marlboro; Westfield River Hast 
Branch, Chesterfield, Huntington; West- 
field River Middle Branch, and West 
Branch, Knightville Impoundment, Hunt- 
ington; Littleville Lake, Norwich Lake, 
Huntington; Westfield River, Russell. 

Also, Ashfield Lake, Ashfield; Sackett 
Brook, Dalton, Pittsfield; Windsor Pond, 


Windsor. 
e 


“We're doing this on a shoestring 
every year,” he says. “I want to take 
it to the next level.” : 

Garner envisions Wild Acres as a 
unique family recreation area. He 
would like tosee more groups utilize 
the site — from company picnics to 
Winter Carnival events. 

” A lot of people in Pittsfield don’t 
even know where Wild Acresis,” he 
said. “There is so much in our back 
yard that people don’t utilize.” 

Once the organization secures 
more funds, Garner would like to 


improve the site. A dam needs re-- 


pairs and trails need maintenance. 
Another goal is to restore the sports 
fields, which have not been kept up 
in recent years. 

One possible threat to the conser- 
vation site comes from the adjacent 
airport. Business boosters have for 
years called for an airport runway 
expansion so that the field could ac- 
commodate larger jets. According to 


thing will balance out,” he said. 
Garner is more than enthusiastic 
about his new role as the 
organization’s president. The 
Pittsfield native, who works as North 
Adams branch manager for S & A 
Supply, Inc, has always been active in 
the community, lending his efforts in 
the past to the Boys’ & Girls’ Club, 
Junior Football and other projects. 
“Fred Garner, Jr. and his wife, 


Heather, have two children, Shea, 8, : 


and Lauryn, 5. 

Garner's step-grandfather was the 
late Vin Hebert, a strong advocate for 
city parks. “He’s the one that got me 
into fishing to begin with,” Garner 
recalls. Over the next several years, 
Garner believes that the current 
“srassroots” Friends group can ex- 
panditsreach, involving more people 
and enlisting more businesses for fi- 


nancial support. “It’s going to take: 


some time, but I think we can do it,” 
he says. “This is something that’s in 
my blood.” 

The first leg of this’year’s fishing 
derby will be held on May 1 & 2 with 
a meet for kids 6-14 years old. The 
seniors event takes place on May 4-7 
and May 24-28. The derby for people 
with disabilities will be held on May 
23. 

For more information or to donate 
to the Friends of Wild Acres, write to 
P.O. Box 1542, Pittsfield, MA 01202. 


Garner, recent airport renovations 


already “press up against us.” 
Though there is the potential for 
conflict between conservationists and 


Youngsters haul in 292 trout at Wild Acres fishing derby 


Put. to good use 
fthe Berkshires. ~ 


Photo by Ted Giddings ~ 
Friends of Wild Acres president Fred Garner Jr. presided over the area’s 
recent children’s fishing derby, which attracted some 500 youngsters. : 
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City champions 
‘K&J Variety defeated Flynn’s Pharmacy, 13-12, to capture this 
-year’s Pittsfield Parks and Recreation girls’ age 12 and under 
-eity softball titte. Sara Flynn and Maggie Barry each had three, 
aie x hits for the winners. It was the third straight city crown for 
j 5 ie ° : ‘% ’ K&J. Team members include, from left, FIRST ROW: Alyssa 
Berkshire County champions Se a eae eee Scholz, Katrina Litano, Hillary Smith, Desiree Giardina, Katie 
/ } | 4 : Sutton, Britiny Lussier and Amy Giardina. SECOND ROW: 
; * ead coach Tom Lussier, Shayna Arasimowiez, Alyssa Furlano, . 
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The Pittsfield Babe Ruth age 13 all-star t 

‘ Aeneas a eam recently won this SB "3 - 

‘on Friday at Bullens Field in Westfield. Pit year’s Berkshire County title and will advance to the Sanne ; 

"Shane Broderick, Dan Larrow, Matt pes aia apens: on serine + eu of the squad include, from left, PEON ie uuW Ske ee nag ch begins Katrina Maffuecio, Stephanie Nalios, Sara Stoklosa, Melissa’ 
. Walters, Corey Phillips, Joe Wasuk, Michael Boino, Mat F y: K ROW: Coach Mark Bushey, coach Derek Garofano, Justi ault, Brandon Bushey, , Lussier and Daralyn Klemansky. BACK ROW, Melissa Houle, / 
Rese Tes : ‘ : . - We, Mike Massery, manager Mike Phillips and coach Dick Ward. ee oon wearer ae cr roe Tom Arasimowiez and Peter Giardina. } Y } 
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Babe Ruth booster 


Jim Hassett’s commitment to youth sports keeps the ball in play 


are all welcome,” Hassett said. 


The pop of a hard-thrown pitch “We're ever thankful for the people 
hitting a catcher’s mitt; the crack ofa who take the time to coach.” 


bat sending a ball into the strato- 


Hassett firstbecame involved with 


sphere; the chatter of young team- Babe Ruth baseball the way most 


mates urging each other on. 


people do; his kids wanted to play 


The sights and sounds ofBabeRuth ball. He began coaching and eventu- 


baseball are plentiful—andmusicto ally “thought my talents would be 

the ears of those who love the game. better used at the administrative 
Jim Hassett is one of those people. level.” 

He’s been involved with Babe Ruth _ The Pittsfield native, now retired 

for nearly three decades. And even from General Electric Plastics, has 


= ’ 

“I would like to respond to last week’s 
Talk Back caller (May 14) who 
expressed disappointment at the lack 
of support for the Babe Ruth players 
who were trying to raise money for the 
léague. These boys did come to my 

use on a Sunday morning at 10 
oclock, and I was not prepared to 

aswer the door. So I would suggest 
tHat in the future perhaps they pick a 
better time than early on a Sunday 
morning. I would be more than happy 
t@ support the children, but I was not 

essed and Sunday morning 1s kind 

of a sacred time in our household. i 
tfuly am sorry I missed the boys. 

e | 


eMy comment is in reference to last 
feek’s comment on the Babe Ruth 
door-to-door fund-raiser. I have sup- 
ported this event every year. Tnow 
have arthritis, and cannot move as fast. 
en I got to the door, the young boy 
4d moved on. I hailed an older boy on 
tHe street to give him my donation. 
Gur street is at least 60 percent 
rétirees, and like myself, are more than 
willingly to encourage the young but 
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said. In these situations, ‘he added, 
most coaches and officials go out of 
their ways to give “a little extra” to 
the child. 

The changing family structure has 
placed an ever greater burden on 
coaches. Hassett favors a coaching 
certification program to protect 


; Pittsfield Babe Ruth meeting Tuesday \ 


ZF. 


Ses Pittsfield Babe Ruth Baseball League has scheduled a meeting | 
esday at 7 p.m. at Springside House, 874 North St. The 1999 


season, schedule, 
_ will be discussed. 
Information: Parks Department, 499-9343; 


possible coaching vacancies and league planning 


an DeSantis, 499. ~ 


0841, or any Babe Ruth board member SS) al , j 
po ae olt yr ~ 
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Pittsfield Babe Ruth seeks volunteers 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth baseball 1 is i 
Pit eague is in the 
‘planning its 1999 season, and is seeking volunteers to anes 


Ous activities. Interested volunt i 
OS eS eers should contact the Recreation 


The league also needs um 


an iTeS ire-in-chi 
-tion: Mike Toner, 443-0951. : oo oh. ee 


pv] 24 moe 


j 


Sign-ups for the Pittsfield Babe Ruth League baseball prograrh will 
be Saturday, April 10, at Springside House, 874 North St., from 9 to’ 
noon. Tryouts will begin April 24 and continue the following week at 
the Common on First Street. 

Tryouts for 13-year-olds, Group A, will be April 24 from 9 to noon and 
April 26 at 6 p.m.; for 13-year-olds, Group B, on April 24 from 12:30 to 


3:30 and April 27 at 6 p.m.; for 14- and 15-year-olds on April 25 at 12:30 £ 


th 
of 
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and April 29 at 6. April 28 and 30 will be used for rain dates. / 
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Pittsneid Babe Ruth registration under way 


Registration is now under way for youngsters who want to play Babe 
Ruth baseball in Pittsfield. Registration will be taken at the Pittsfield 
Parks Department headquarters, 874 North Street, until tryouts begin 
on April 24. Tryouts will take place at the Pittsfield Common. 

Tryouts for the 13 and the 14-15 year old divisions will begin the 


outs. 
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/ Pittsfield Babe Ruth sign-ups set 5/94 


coaches from potential liability prob- 
lems and to provide children with 
better qualified coaches and addi- 
tional security. 

“T believe it would be good to de- 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth needs scorekeepers 


: The Pittsfield Babe Ruth baseball league is seeking scorekeepers for 
~, its age 14-15 league. There are six or seven games per week at Deming © 


though Hassett’s three boys have’ served ina variety of capacities, in- 
long since left the league, Hassett cluding local league president and 
continues to play a key role, helping regional representative. 

to maintain fields, assisting with Hassett served as president for 
league administrative duties and nearly 10 years, following the tenure 
serving as score keeper. of the late Lou Russo. 


Parks department supervisor John 
The Pittsfield Gazette 
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e Pittsfielders s 
Most Nalua Marchesi said that Hassett plays a 


“Tt gives you a great feeling just to key role in keeping the league run- 
be a part of it,” Hassett says. “I’m ning smoothly, including organiz- 
associated with a great group of ingthemajorannual fundraiser with 
people and they deserve a lot of Gillette Shows. The parks supervisor 
credit.” added that Hassett helps on other 

Hassett estimates thatatleast4,000 youth projects as well, such as the 
local youngsters have been through Junior Football League and playing 
the Babe Ruthranks. Many oftoday’s Santa Claus for the city’s annual 
players have second or third genera- “North Pole Calling” effort. : 
tion relationships with the league. “He's just a good volunteer guy, 

The Babe Ruth league, overseen Marchesi said. 
by the city’s parks department, spon- After his children finished playing 
sors teams in two divisions, one for city baseball, Hassett continued his 
13-year-olds and another for 14- &15- involvement, both because he en- 
year-olds. Hassett in recent years has joyed it and because it was a way for 

focused his efforts on the 13 year-old him to contribute to the community. 
division. In recent years, Hassett has taken 

The impact of Babe Ruth baseball on the role of unofficial grounds- 
_4 tradition in Pittsfield for more keeper, offering assistance to the 
than 50 years — goes well beyond parksdepartment maintenance staff. 
honing baseball skills. He mows grass, sweeps the dugout 

“Today, our players come from all 
walks of life,” Hassett said. “It gives 
them an opportunity to build on the 
teamwork aspect; it gives them the 


bone” of the Babe Ruth League. 
“Ican’tsay enough about the guy,” 
Marchesi said. “He’s an exceptional 


Marchesi calls Hassett “the back- | 


IUE 255 takes 


velop that tool,” hesaid. “We're faced 
with different kinds of responsibili- 


ties and liabilities as administrators 


Se sells Sea aS es Bike 
Jim Hassett believes that Babe Ruth baseball can 
in the life of a child; that’s why he spends summer afternoons on the 


diamonds. 
and performs general trimming. 

His groundskeeping tasks began 
several years ago when parks staff 
was itself trimmed following the en- 
actment of Proposition 21/2. Hassett 
felt that maintaining quality fields 
was important. 

“If we're going to have visiting 
teams in here [for tournaments], the 
parks have to be kept up,” Hassett 
said. “In a sense, I was just assisting 
the parks department by getting to 
stuff they didn’t have time to do.” 

Hassett praised the parks depart- 
ment for its efforts, noting improve- 
ments to Clapp Park and other sites. 
The small staff, he said, faces a huge 


challenge in maintaining the many 
city parks. 

“They have a lot of places to try to 
keep trimmed and try to clean up,” 
he said. “It’s a heck of a job for these 
guys to keep under control.” 

Now the league’s vice-president, 
Hassett believes the role of organized 
sports in a child’s life can be more 
vital than ever. With many children 
coming from broken homes, the 
structure of sports isincreasingly im- 
portant. 

“It’s always been a sad thing, at 
any level, to have a kid out there on 
the field and have nobody in the 
grandstands there for them,” Hassett 


of the program. 

“It’s anew awareness, that’s what 
it is,” he added. “The kids haven't 
changed, I firmly believe that.” 

The league, Hassett says, is in 
pretty good shape these days. Par- 
ticipation is up from last year, in fact 
the 13-year-olds will field six teams 
this season. The kidsare playing good 
baseball and the fans — mostly their 
parents — are enjoying it. 

“Parental involvement has been 
great,” Hassett said. “That's one of 
the great feelings; it’s good to see 
them there.” 

Hassett believes thatthe Babe Ruth 
league has provided him and his fam- 
ily —his three sons and daughter 

- played city baseball — with some 
wonderful memories. 

It’s the family involvement, he 
added, that has made it all worth- 
while. 

“In all these years of coaching and 
taking care of the fields, I’ve had the 
support of one fantastic person, and 
that’s my wife, Barbara” he said. “She 
deserves all the credit for the support 
she’s given us in our athletic endeav- 


u" 


ors. 


and Reid fields, and scorekeepers are paid $11 per game. 
Information: Ed Merriam, 499-5143. u Bb Y L S ve 


i der obser- 
Ik Balk is a column of reader 
aoe To reach the Talk Back a and 
make your comments, call 496-6202. 
| 


Ruth League 
eaeogs . Tet the lack of sup- 
r children. Berkshire County 
otified through The 
these kids would 
their uniforms to 
oney for the 


port for ou 
residents were Ni 
Berkshire: Eagle that 
be coming around in 
sell tickets to raise m 
league. we ane 
in Pittsfiela, 
eae even answer the door, hae 
Me ad, cae unk es incredi- 
i me to the 
ye ae whet message is society ie 
ing to these good children uae a he 
ing to better their lives? We a wave ; 
~ about people wonder ell here s 
~- pening to our youth tc j ener 
SS le of what is happening. 
er wines that this message . sae , 
straight from the adults: Don’t bo 
*. us. Shame on you, we 
\ 


basics of discipline.” 

Hassett credits the multitude of 
coaches who spend summer after- 
noons working with the youngsters. 
He believes it is a great way to make 
a difference. 

“We have coaches with a lot of 
skills and others with just a‘I would 


like to help’ background — and they | 


4 

Pittsfield 14s \ 
are eliminated ~ 
from Babe Ruth 


tournament 


city Babe Ruth 


age 13 crown 


PITTSFIELD — Winning pitcher Matt 
Tirrell outdueled Dan Larrow to give IUR 
255 a 7-6 victory over Italian-American 
Club and this year’s city Babe Ruth age 
13 baseball title. 

Dan Nolan had two hits, one RBI and 
three runs scored for the winners while 
Matt Mendocha had two hits including a 
double and one RBI. 

Tirrell struck out 10, walked two and 
allowed six hits. 

Joe Wasuk had two hits and two RBI’s 
for Italian-American Club while Shane 
Perrault also added two hits. 

The victory last night by IUE 255 
marked the second straight game the 


club earned a come-from-behind win. 
7A3/ 99 


AUE 255 takes Babe 


LEOMINSTER — It was four d i 
Leominster that the Pittsfield eh 4 
Babe Ruth all-stars will not soon forget. 
To make matters worse, all the waiting 
and obstacles they had to overcome to 
aire a mec didn't pay off. 

er having their openin 
pushed back a day by ak the A Beal 
Squad played seven innings on Monday 
night against defending state champion 
West Side of Worcester before the game 
was halted because of a curfew with the 


bch tay ot ee 
Pittsfield Babe Ruth Ea iweee 
PIUE heat the Italian Ameri 

See 
be Boe Ome Te as 
TUE 255, whiel Matt Ward took thee 


{ci fo the Italian American 


¥ 
Ruth lead \ 
For IUE, Shane Broderick had — 
four hits and scored four runs 
Matt Medocha had three hits and 
Matt Tirrell had two hits and two 
runs batted in. The Italian 
American Club was led by Joe 
Wasuk’s three hits, including two 
doubles, and two RBIs. Shane 
Perrault and Tony LaDouceur 


Score tied 5-5. West Side, which had jus 
Ky ieen 4 t 
five hits in the game but took aavannage 
of 11 walks and four errors by Pittsfield 
et when the game was resumed 
yesterday to send Pittsfield i 
loser's bracket. eee 
Pittsfield had taken a 5-4 lead i 
TUSHE n the 
top of the;seventh when Katie Pierce sin- 
gled and later scored on a wild pitch. 
West Side tied the game in the bottom of 
me ere on a two-out single. 
uck Correia had a two- i 
ae o-run triple for 
The first game would be a vision of 
things yet to come, as Pittsfield pitcher's 
again struggled with their control, walk- 
ing 12 more hitters in a 14-2 loss to 
Leominster that eliminated them from 
the tournament. 


Pierce, Farin Small and Steve Papa. 


had hits for Pittsfield in the loss fo 
Loe 2 B/ y a 


each added Ui two hits and two 
RBIs. ?, = ah. fs fe / 


Pittsfield 13’s /Pitisfield 13's 


lose opener 


in Westfield 


WESTFIELD — Lemonister put Pitts- 
field in an early hole that proved to much 
for the locals to dig out from in yester- 
day’s opening-round game of the 
Western District Babe Ruth age 13 tour- 
nament being played at Bullens Field. 

The Berkshire County champions 
trailed 5-1 after one inning and went on 


to 'drop the contest 10-5. The double- 


elimination tournament continues 
tonight at 7 when Pittsfield will meet 
Franklin County. 

Pittsfield, which was the visiting team 
took an early 1-0 lead in the first frame. 
Shane Broderick doubled and eventually 
scored on an error. But Leominster came 
feo back with five runs in the home 
irst against Pittsfiel 
Phillige d starter Corey 

A pair of RBI singles and a big three- 
run home run to deep right-center from 
Alex Nato gave Leominster an early 
advantage. The home team then tacked 
on a single run in the second to make the 

“score 6-1. 

Pittsfield didn’t wilt, however, in the 
heat. The Berkshire County all-star con- 
tingent put four runs on the board in the 
third to trim the lead to 6-5, RBI singles 
by Mike Boino, Dan Larrow and Matt 
Tirrell and a fielder’s choice RBI from 
Joe Wasuk accounted for the runs. 

Leominster, though, came back with 
four runs in the fourth to complete the 
scoring. Pittsfield did put two runners on 
in the final inning, but never seriously 
pean in the second half of the con- 
est. 

Larrow relieved Phillips in the fifth 
and had a strong sixth inning when he 
struck out the side. Larrow reached base 


a ea Here “i BT ae and 


eliminated 


from tourney 


WESTFIELD — The end of the 
line came a few day's to soon for 
the county champion Pittsfield 
oe vid ee Ruth allstars in 

estern Mass. To 
Bullens Field. Eig: eae 
Pittsfield was beat b i 
ry West S 
of Worcester 10-6 on te dse 
night to be eliminated from the 
tournament. Pittsfield actually 
led 2-1 after three innings, but 
West Side took advantage of five 
pes a hit batter and two errors 
score seven time 
as S and take a 9- 

Dan Larrow, Mike Boino 

] ; and 
Mike Massery all saw time on the 
mound for Pittsfield, which had 
Just six hits. Brandon ne ha 


two of those hits. «) Q| | 9p 4 


Pittsfield 13’s 
stay alive with 
win in Ruth 


ae ee TT 


WESTFIELD — er losing 
their opener in the Western 
District. Babe Ruth age 13 tour- 
nament, Berkshire County cham- 
pion Pittsfield knew their road to 
the final would be a long one. 

Last night, it got a little bit 
shorter. And Pittsfield winning 
pitcher Matt Ward had a great 
deal to do with keeping the city 
team alive in the double-elimina- 

ton tournament, 

Ward scattered seven hits 
struck out five and had ae ae 
Ee a RBI's to lead Pittsfield to 

-l win over i 
at Bullens Field, ee oo 

There won't be time to rest. 

Pittsfield will be back in action 
this afternoon at 5 when they play 
West Side of Worcester, 

Mike Boino added two hits 
including a two-run double in the 
third inning. 

Pittsfield scored two runs ir 

second, three in the third, a i 
the fifth and four more in the 
sixth before the game was called 
because of the 10-run mercy rule, 


‘Pittsfield Babe Ruth tickets to be sold 
ittsfi be Ruth League will hold its annual ticket drive - 
oe ee il ighborhoods between 11 an 


Sunday . Players will be canvassing ne efray,the cost 


and will be selling tickets for $1 each. Proceeds will > 4 


~of league operation. 


Jimmy Fund collection at Ruth apenas | 


Bie 5 é cen 
The Pittsfield Babe Ruth League will open its season on Sund 
collection will be taken at each game for the benefit of the Jimmy 


Fund. 

There will be a triple 
Field, starting at noon. The 14-15 -di 
header at Deming Field, starting at 1 p.m. 


header in the 13-year-old division at Benedict 
vision will open with a double- 


Babe Ruth age 16-18 team forming 


PITTSFIELD - An attempt to form a Babe Ruth League age 16-18 
team (or teams) is currently under way. The squad is for Pittsfield play- 
ers who are not involved in Legion baseball. Anyone who wguld like to 
join the team is asked to call 442-7540 or 442-6304. b / 4 


- ~ a ee 


[aT 


-= Times, dates are announced 
|< for Babe Ruth tournaments 


a 


» The District 1 Berkshire County age 13 Babe Ruth baseball 
~ tournament is set to begin Monday night with two games at Joe 
Wolfe Field in North Adams.. 
. In the first game, North Adams will play South Central at 5:30 
p.m. with Dalton versus Pittsfield to follow at 8. 
On Tuesday, Adams will meet the winner of the North Adams- 


- South Central game at 5:30 p.m. and South Berkshire will face 
|. the winner of the Dalton-Pittsfield game at 8. 
Action in the double-elimination event will continue through 
~ July 10th, with the championship game set for 1 p.m.. Should a 
second game be necessary, it will be played immediately after 
the first game, The winner of the Berkshire County tournament 
will advance to the state tournament later this month at Bullens 
Field in Westfield. 
| The Berkshire County age 14-15 year old tournament will 
|. begin on Sunday, July 11th and also be played at Joe Wolfe 
| Field. In the first game at 2 p.m., Dalton will play South 
- Berkshire. At 5 p.m. Adams and North Adams will meet. On July 
12th, South Central will play the winner of the Dalton-South 
Berkshire game at 5:30 p.m. and Pittsfield will play the winner 
of the Adams-North Adams game at 8. 

The championship is set for July 16th at 5:30 with an if game 
to follow at 8 if necessary. 

An age 14 tournament is also being played. North Adams and 
Pittsfield are the only two teams in the field and will play a best- 
of-three series beginning July 12-14 at Ugo Balardini Field in 
Adams. Game time is 5:30 each night. a) 


‘y 


weekend of April 24-25. igo. will also be accepted at the try- - : 


a 








Pittsfield softball meeting Saturday 


|, The Pittsfield Girls’ Softball League has scheduled an organiza- ‘| 


‘tional meeting Saturday at 10 a.m. at Springside House, 874 North — 
‘St. Registration and tryout dates will be set, committees formed 


and officers elected. There are coaching vacancies in both the ma- 


gor and minor leagues, so intere 


sted coaches are asked to attend. 


‘Plans for improvements to the new girls’ softball complex on 


Sie 


‘Benedict Road will also be discussed. 
+ Information: Craig Rand, 445-5052. 
5 


Pittsfield sets girls’ softball sign-up 


Sign-ups for the Pittsfield Girls’ Softball League will take place 
Saturday, April 24, from 9 to noon and Monday, April 26, from 6 to 8 
p.m. at Springside House, 874 North St. 

All girls who will be 9 years old by Aug. 1 and who did not turn 17 
before Jan. 1 are eligible. Returning and new players must sign up. 

Registration for traveling teams also will be conducted. Traveling 
teams will play in both fast-pitch and slow- pitch competitions, with the 


under-16 team playing just fast pitch. 


New players need to bring proof of age, and be accompanied by a par- 


ent or guardian. 


InformAtion: Craig Rand at 445-5052 or Tom Lussier at 443-7539. 
YRole4 Se 


Pittsfield Parks age 14 


girls are state champions 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield Parks and Recreation age 14 
and under girls’ softball team captured the state title in its divi- 
sion on Saturday in a tournament held in Leominster, © 

In what turned out to be three impressive victories, the 
Pittsfield squad outscored its opponents by a margin of 35-3. 
The four best teams in the State in this division competed in 
the double-elimination tournament. 

. Pittsfield now advances to the regional tournament sched- 
uled for Rhode Island on Saturday, July 17. 

In the opener, Pittsfield defeated Sturbridge, 12-2. Kristen 
Cebula was the winning pitcher and was backed offensively by 
Jena Giardina, who homered and had two singles. Lindsey 
Brodeur had three singles and three RBI’s while Caitlin Quinn 
added two Singles, a double and four RBI’s. 

Jenna Kruger singled, tripled and had three RBI’s while 
Lindsay Pemble turned in the defensive gem of the game with 
a shoestring catch in the outfield. : 

Pittsfield drubbed host Leominster 12-1 in the second con- 
test. Cebula and Jamey Coty combined on the mound to closet 
the Leominster offense. 

Giardina had four hits for Pittsfield and made a solid defen- 
sive play in the game from her position at second base. 
Brodeur had two singles and a double and Quinn a double and 
single. Jackie LaRochelle also had a single and double. 

Pittsfield was impressive again in the finals, blanking 
Leominster 11-0, Cebula had five strikeouts in the game and 
added three singles and three RBI’s Giardinia added three hits 
while Brodeur launced a 265-foot home run and added three 
RBI's. Breezie Cote also homered and had three RBI's. 

Pemble and LaRochelle each made strong defensive plays in 
the game. 

The Pittsfield team is coached by John Giardi a, Art 
Brodeur and George Houghtaling. lo) f Ay p a q 


—"s 


The Berkshire Eagle, Monday, August 23, 1999 — ¢ 


City champions 


The Quality Printing Co. Giants recently won the Pittsfield 
Parks and Recreation girls’ major division softball champi- 
onship for the second Straight year, Members of the team includ- 
ed the following: Coach Mark Mitchell, assistant coach Jen 
Bernardo, assistant coach Becky Hashim, Lori Baumann, Erica 
Barschdorf, Christina Burke; Nicole Orton, Sarah-Jo Stimpson 
Catherine Burt, Jenna Kr i ; na Matthews, 
Kelly Kushi, Shannon Conrow, Amanda Flynn, Catherine 
Goodrich and Kate Bradley. Story with Area Sports. 


Area Sports 


Quality Printing wins city 
PITTSFIELD — } 





softball title - 


each had two hits for Pepe’s. 


In the deciding game, Burke had four hits while Barschdorf had two 


hits and four runs scored. Nicole Orton added three hits and three 
RBI S, Roeca four hits and Burt three hits. y 


Pittsfield teams 
go 2-3 in age 12 
softball tourney 


PITTSFIELD — The second 
annual Pittsfield Parks and 
Recreation age 12 and under soft- 
ball tournament being held this 
weekend at the Benedict Road 
softball complex saw the two 
Pittsfield teams entered finish in 


the middle of the pack following — 


the first day of play. 

Greenfield is 3-0 while Amherst 
and Southampton finished yes- 
terday 2-0. Pittsfield L went 1-1 
while Pittsfield C went 1-2. Kast- 
hampton and Montegaue were 0- 


Pittsfield L won its game 
against Montegaue, 11-5. Brittany 
Lucier was the winning pitcher 
while Amanda Flynn had a home 
run and three, RBI’s. Colleen 
Snyder added three hits for 
Pittsfield while Hillary Smith 
shone defensively at second base. 

' Pittsfield C won its game by a 6- 
3 score over Easthampton. Lisa 
Valenti was the winning pitcher 
with offense being provided by 
Daralyn Klemonsky and Alyssa 
Furlano, who each hit home runs. 
Shannon Perrault and Amanda 


Coty were the Vilas i T 9 
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mW EGG-CITEMENT 
Pittsfield’s annual Easter Egg Hunt 
took place Saturday afternoon. 








Filling, carrying and 
dispersing 4,000 plastic 
Easter Eggs is a monu- 

mental task for volunteers. 


Above, Art Raney and 
Tom Cowlin deliver a 

~ heavy box containing 
1,000 eggs. 


At right, Carol Mazza 
works feverishly to get the 
eggs ready for placement 
on the gymnasium floor at 

the Boys’ & Girls’ Club. 


Since the hunt is con- 
ducted in four separate 
sessions by age group, 

the volunteers must move 
quickly to restock the floor 
for each age group. 








Patience is a must as youngsters await their turn to harvest the 
eggs. The actual hunt takes about 90 seconds per group. 








Most kids approach the egg-gathering with gusto and 
excitement. Almost without exception, they’re well be- 






ae ue : : im ‘ ett haved. Some parents, however, aren’t quite as polite as 
With baskets and plastic bags in hand, the youngsters grab the colorful eggs which they exhort their youngsters to pick up as many eggs as 
contain jelly beans. A few eggs in each group entitle the finders to special prizes. possible. 






ee ibe Shannon DeCelle / Berkshire Eagle Stat Tree ceremony scheduled 
A beacon for Santa ys a/ ss / q a The parks department will hold a Christmas tree lighting ceremony 


; Pittsfield’s Christmas tree is lighted at the annual ceremony on Park Square last night, as a crowd at Park Square on Thursday, December 2 at 7 p.m. The free 
_ estimated at several hundred looks on. Caroling followed, led by baritone Paul Nixon. ceremony will include community caroling under the direction of 
™ ves - Paul Nixon. Ss 
This year, a 35-foot blue spruce was donated by the Ronald 
Plankey family of Highland Avenue. The tree was cut and placed at 
Park Square by the Parks Department maintenance staff and 
decorated by the city’s eee) /. Emergency Management. 


aS) Taf 









Easter egg hunt set for Saturday, April 3 


i held on Saturday, April 3. 
ittsfield Easter Egg Hunt will be urday, £ 
ae ote ee by the Pittsfield Exchange aes a ae 
& Cinls Club and the Department of Parks & Recreation. The hun 
held at the Pittsfield Boys’ & Girls’ Club. ee A are 
The hunt willstart at 1 p.m. for2 &3 year SS oe ae ee | 
2.p.m. for 6 &7 year olds; and 2:30 p.m. for y 5 : re Recreation ms 
i in the gym. oe 
eee ieceen to Pittsfield children only. Prizes will be a . : field op Saar Hunt, 
: Ae e group for finding the green, blue, orange, yellow and p ' The vent is Co-sponsored by 
si 5 Childicn are required to bring their own bags or bas ets. / the Piste Mae a 
ae further information call 499-9343. aS ol 5 q 7 Pittsfield Boys! gangs Club, 


sa Recreation. The hunt Will be 


Lge hunt 
is April 3 
in Pittsfield 


t PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 


spe 





Olds; 2 for 6& T-year-olds: and 
2:30 for 8 & 9-year-olds. All age | 
divisions will be held in the | 
gym. 

The Event is open to Pittsfield 
children Only. Prizes will be | 
awarded in each age group for 
finding the green, blue, orange, 
yellow and Purple egg. Children 
are required to bring their own 

ags or baskets, 

Participants are asked to use 
front entrance of theBoys’g | 
es on Melville Street, : 

niormation: Department of. 

ys & Recreationsat 499-9343. 


dy] 7 







as ca ay a : Ben Gary sf) Batt Eagle Stat 
Long-distance call [2 9) 99 
Edmund and Grace Germanowski make a call to a child in Pittsfield last night as part ot 
the Department of Community Services/Parks and Recreation’s 18th annual North Pole 


Calling program. Volunteer Santas and ‘North Pole operators’ will make more calls tonight. 
Last year, more than 375 children received calls from Santa, 


ra 


Board sch edules 1999 


Halloween event dates 
Halloween will be observed on | 
October 29 and 30 in Pittsfield this 
year. The park commission on Mon- 
day endorsed following the event 
calendar utilized in 1998, with ac- 
tivities scheduled for the weekend. 
“Ttseemed like it worked out well,” 
said community serviges irector Bob 
Mellace, : 
The Halloween parade willbe held 
on Friday, October 29 at 7 p.m. Trick 
or treat will be held on Saturday, 
October 30 from 5:30 to 7 p.m. j 


Above the hurly burly). 49 


A spectator at left 
watches the scramble 
from a peaceful perch 
in the bleachers as 
kids scurry-for as 

“many eggs as possible 
in the 30 or so 








EIS by Jared Leeds / Berkshire EagleSte 


Halloween parade starts at 7 p.m. 


Pittsfield’s 55th annual Hallow- Marching units will line up on the 
een Parade will take place Friday at PHS side of East Street not later than 
7 p.m. . 6:30 p.m.; floats and vehicles will line 
Sponsored by the Parks depart- up on the north side of East Street. 
ment, this year’s event wil] formon The parade lineup: 
East Street in front of Girls Incorpo- 1, Pittsfield Police Cruiser 
rated and Pittsfield HighSchool, The 2. Parks & Recreation Department Vehicle 
Parade route Proceeds to Park 3. V.F.W. Post 448 Color Guard 


Square, up NorthStreet to Wahconah _ + Halloween Par, ade Grand Marshal— 
Street, Sheriff Carmen C. Massimiano — = 


15. Lanesboro Tigers Cheerleaders 

16. Pittsfield Hi igh School Band 

17. Pittsfield High School Color Guard 

18. Pittsfield High School Cheerleaders 

19 Egremont School Float 

20. Egremont School Marchers : 

21. School Bus—Handicapped Children 
Float (sponsored by bus drivers/operations) 

_ 22. Berkshire Mountain Home School Co- 

Operative 

23. Crosby School Marchers 


Sheriff Cans Massimiano is the 5. Berkshire County House of Correction 
grand marshal of the Parade. 

Cash prizes will be awarded for 
three floats and three musical units, 
In addition, judges will award 25 
individual costume awards to chil- 
dren Marching in the Parade. The 
costume awards are Sponsored by 
Friendly’s restaurants, 


aie ‘ 
The annual Halloween Parade primarily focuses on younge: 
children, but the downtown eventalso offers the city high schools 
an opportunity to showcase their marching bands. 


Float & Marchers 
» 6. Pittsfield Fire Truck & Sparky 
7. Pittsfield Winter Carnival Queen 
8. Eagles Band : 
9. Allendale School Marchers 
10. Stearns School Float 
11. Stearns Schoo} Marchers 
12. Highland School Float 
13. Highland School Marchers 
14.WUPE 





/ [3 8/7 


24. Taconic High School Band 

25. Taconic High School Cheerleaders 
26. Williams School Marchers 

27. W BE C—105.5 Float 

28. Morningside School Marchers 

29. Conte School Float ; 

30. Conte School Marchers 

31. Berkshire Artisans Van eed 
32. Pittsfield 4th of July Parade Float 
33. Pittsfield Police Cruiser 





Twenty-Minute 
Monster March 






The annual Halloween Parade — 
held this past Friday — is a special School marchers: schoo! el 
nocturnal event for youngsters who 
ride on floats, march in groups and 
watch from the sidelines. 


H alloween 


Parade set 
for Friday 


PITTSFIELD — The 55th an- 
nual Halloween Parade will take 
place Friday at 7 p.m. 

Sponsored by the Department 
of Community Services, Parks 
and Recreation, the Parade will 
feature Sheriff Carmen C. Mas- 
simiano as grand marshal, 

Marching units will line up on 
the south side of East Street 
(Pittsfield High School Side) fac- 
ing Park Square no later than 
6:30. Floats and vehicles will line 
up on the north side of East 
Street, 

Prizes will be awarded to floats 
and bands. Individual award gift 
certificates will be presented to 25 
children marching in the parade. 

The lineup is as follows: 

Section I: Pittsfield Police 
cruiser; Parks and Recreation 
Department vehicle; Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 448 color 
guard; Grand Marshal Sheriff 
Carmen C, Massimiano:; Berk- 
shire County House of Correction 
float and marchers; Pittsfield fire 
truck and Sparky; and Pittsfield 
Winter Carnival queen. 

Section IT: Eagles Band; Allen- 
dale School marchers; Stearns 
School float; Stearns School 
marchers; Highland School float; 
Highland School marchers; 
WUPE Radio; Lanesboro Tigers 
cheerleaders, 

Section IIT: Pittsfield High 
School Band; Pittsfield High 
School Color Guard; Pittsfield 
High School cheerleaders; Egre- 
mont School float; Egremont 





handicapped children float; Berk- 

shire Mountain Home School Co- 

Op; Crosby School marchers. 
Section Iv: Taconic High 


While monsters are a perennial School Band; Taconic High 
parade theme (at left), Egremont School cheerleaders; Williams 
School took a more modern concept School marchers: WBEC-FM 

; ; epictin 105.5 float; Morningside School 
this year (above) witha floatd P g marchers; Conte School float; 
computer horrors. Conte School marchers; Berk. 


Shire Artisans’ van; Pittsfield 
Fourth of July Parade Committee 


float; BAG PE aa | / 


seconds before 
they’re all gone. The 
action was yesterday 
at the Pittsfield Boys 
and Girls’ Club’s 
annual Easter 

egg hunt. 


Halloween parade meeting Friday 


PITTSFIELD — The Department of Community Services/Parks & 


city’s Halloween parade has been set for this Friday at 7 p.m. at 


Springside House, 874 North St. 


Local organizations are invited to attend the meeting if they plan to 


enter a float, band or marching unit. 


All entries must have a theme that is Halloween-related and any 
group wishing to participate should have a representative at this meet- 


ing. 


Groups interested in further information 


Parks & Recreation at 499-9343. 


may call the Department of 


The 55th annual Halloween parade will be held Friday, Oct. 29, The 


parade is sponsored by the Department of 


WLP T 7 


ee | asap MLL as 





rks & Recreation, 





Halloween parade meeting tomorrow — 
PITTSFIELD — The Department of Parks and ‘Recreation and | 


Department of Communit 


y Service’s second organizational meeting 


i tomorrow. ~ oie 
he 55th annual Halloween parade will be ata ae 
set is still time to enter floats, bands or marching units in ‘the 


parade, according to the groups. 


i i ingside House, 874 North St 
The meeting will be at 7 p.m. at the Springside , B14 Nc | 
Any group willing to participate must have a representative present at | 


the meeting. 


Those interested in further information, but who’ are’ulable' ‘to _ 


nm department at 499-9343; 


attend the meeting, should call the recreati 9 
Jop gl? 


| 
Iwas just wondering what geniuses 


are res 
’Pittsfiel 
. (Oct. 30). I 


Ponsible for establishing . 


d’s trick-or-treat on Saturday 
» 4 aM Sure it will be really 


"scary and cool this year for the kids 
when they go trick-or-treating and it is 
' light outside. Why was it not sched- , 


Sunday (Oct. 31), after the 
ave been turned back, so that 


alloween wil] be more fun. I-do not 


[Park & Recreation Wi 


ducting its eighth annual N; 
orth 
nae eee Program on Monday, 
ec. 13, and Tuesd 
from 4:30 to 7, 2 ee me 


Volunteer Santas and 
pete nas Operators 


and are to be retu pape 
Dee. 10, med by Friday, 


Last year, more than 375 chil- * 
dren were called by Santa. 


Downtown near hea 7 


To The Editor of THE eh 

I would like to offer a belated 
congratulations to the Parks De- 
partment on a job well done on the 
30th annual Halloween Parade, I 
attended it with my family and 
enjoyed every minute of it, 

I also noticed that there is 
something happening in down- 
town Pittsfield. There are more 
stores/ companies moving back to 
North Street. A quaint unique - 
store caught my eye, Another 
Closet. I believe this store to be 
an antique shop. 

In my mind this store, along 
with the ones surrounding it, will 
be the heartbeat for central North 
Street and I hope these stores are 
here to stay. Welcome to down- 
town! 

KATHLEEN CICCIENELLO 
MARK PASQUAIELLO 
Pittsfield, Nov. 5, 1999 
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Pittsfield 


Halloween 
Parade draws 
large crowd 


By Lisa Gosselin 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — It was an eerie even- 
ing on North Street last night as the 
ghosts, goblins, witches and “Scream”. 
characters emerged from the darkness to 
take the spotlight.’ : 

The 55th annual ..Halloween . Parade 
sponsored by the Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Community, Services, : 
featured hundreds of costumed crea- [Re 
tures, floats and bands. <i 
13,000 turn out 

‘The Pittsfield Police Department esti?’ 
mated a crowd of 13,000 on the unseason- ‘ 
ably warm. October evening, said Parks 

‘and Recreation Director John C. 
Marchesi. 5 

“All in all, it was a very successful 
parade,” Marchesi said. 

Among the spectators who lined North 
and East streets were Dumbo, Tele- 

| tubbies, Chip, without his partner Dale, 
pumpkins and little American Indians. 

Vendors sold pumpkins, Pooh and 
Blue’s Clues balloons along the parade 
route, while a long line formed in front of 
the popcorn stand. 

The 20-minute parade opened with the 
Pittsfield Police and Berkshire County 
Sheriff’s Department vehicles sounding 

‘ their sirens. 

It included adult-size Sesame Street 
characters Elmo and Oscar the Grouch, a 
pair of walking eyeballs, a werewolf, the 
Y2K (lady) bugs, Santa Claus and his 
golden retriever reindeer and a Pittsfield 
school. bus decorated. as an angry red 

- monster. 


Members of the Pittsfield Parade 
Committee carried a large balloon skull, 
as. parents carried some of the young 
weary-eyed paraders down the route. 


Prize-winners named 


Egremont School took first place, for a 
$150 prize, for its Happy Boo Year float, 
which played Prince’s “1999.” A pumpkin 
that was supposed to drop like the New 

_ Year’s: Eve ball, however, failed to func- 
tion. ; 

Highland School won second place 
($125) for its “Monster Mash” float, which 
featured a variety of monsters, devils and 
witches. : 


Stearns School’s “It’s a spooky small 
PARADE, continued on B5 








; Shannon DeCelle / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Children dressed as Eeyore the Donkey, left, and Darth Maul, carrying a light 
sabre, stand on the steps of the First Massachusetts Bank building as the 
annual Halloween Parade marches down: orth Street in Pittsfield last night. 


i 


black balloons, as well as apples, 
cider, candy and coloring books. 
First they made their way 


Parade from Bl 


sworld” float on which American - 


‘Indians, ghosts, cowboys and 
‘princesses rode placed third 
($100). 

_ The three bands that participat- 
‘ed also took home prizes, with 
‘Taconic High School placing first 
($150), Pittsfield High School sec- 


‘ond ($125), and the Eagles Band” 


‘third ($100). 


through dark rooms filled with 
cobwebs and corpses that grabbed 
unsuspecting visitors, a young 
girl with an amputated and bleed- 
ing leg and a princess with blood 
dripping from her neck. 

The free event was sponsored 
by the Police Department, 
Kiwanis of Pittsfield, Pittsfield 
High School drama students and 


~ Before and after the parade, the National Grange Mutual @ 
youngsters and their parents Insurance Co. / 9 
lined up for a tour of a haunted } 3 0 ( 
house at the Pittsfield Police 
Department. Some little ones ran 
screaming out the entrance and 
some clung, crying, to their par- 
ents’ legs, while others taunted 
the frightful creatures as if they 
were the ones who should be 
afraid. : fe) 
-. The brave souls who made it | 
through received orange and 










Park placement c ie ( ( 33 | q ci Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
ened - ee en tek Gone ae ge 2 35-° held Thursday, Dec. 2, at 7 p.m. and will include community 
f ' ona ey family of caroling under the directi f P i i 
Highland Avenue, at Park Square yesterday i i TiS Sis este toEtE Reaeci 
a re ye y in preparation decorated, as usual, by the city’s D 
for the annual Christmas tree lighting ceremony. It will be Management, angiersised by Ditector Tae or las 


i 


ral 








Santa’s speci 


continued from page 1 


The calls were arranged with par- 
ents in advance, so the volunteers 
knew the children’s names, whether 
they have pets, the names of family 
members and, of course, what they 
want for Christmas. 

Yet even with Santa’s magic, the 
kids sometimes threw St. Nick for a 
loop, which of course is part of the 
fun. “He said “I hope you're not go- 
ing to be like the Grinch and steal the 
Christmas Tree,” alaughing Sacchetti 
reported after finishing one call. “I 
told him I would never do that.” 

Lou and Barb Graham have been 
pinch hitting for the Clauses for sev- 
eral years. “It’s ariot,” Barb Graham 
said. “It’s really the funniest thing in 
the world; you wouldn’tbelieve what 
they say.” 

“One of them wanted to talk to 
one of my elves,” Lou Graham said, 
chuckling. “I told him the elves. are 
too busy out in the workshop pack- 
ing up bundles.” 

Jim Hassett has been a volunteer 
Santa for nearly 10 years. His secret? 
“Just give them a chance to talk,” he 
said. “That's it.” 

Just a few minutes listening in on 
Santa’s phone line demonstrates that 
kids still believe in the Jolly Old Elf. 
Thethought of talking to Santaleaves 
some youngsters speechless, the vol- 
unteers report. Other children are 
difficult to get off the phone, until 
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~ Santa’s helpers call children | 


Itis amatter of courtesy to tele- 
phone before dropping in ona 
friend. Even if one is dropping 
down the chimney. 

So Santa Claus took time this 
week to call hundreds of Pittsfield 
children to let them know that 


Christmas Eve is on its way — - 


and he’s coming to town. 


“I want you to keep up the good 


work in school and be good to your 
brothers and sisters,” advised one of 
Santa’s helpers, Anthony Sacchetti, 
on Tuesday evening. “Santa loves all 
of you girls and boys.” 


* Nearly 400 local kids received © 


phone calls through the parks 
department's “North Pole Calling” 
program. Volunteer Santas worked 
the phones at the Berkshire Bank of- 


fices on North Street on Monday & © ‘ 


Tuesday night. 

The volunteers often worked in 
teams — Santa and Mrs. Claus — to 
place the calls. Mrs. Claus typically 
announces “This is the North Pole 
calling” and asks for the child. 


Santa’s helper Jim Hassett was among volunteers to participate in 
the parks department's annual “North Pole Calling” program. This 
See SANTA page 23 # year, Santas chatted with nearly 400 children. 
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al helpers call Pittsfield youngsters 
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Lou & Barb Graham enjoy becoming Santa and Mrs. Claus. The Grahams are among the many 


volunteers who delight local children with the “North Pole Calling” program. 


Santa finally has to note that he has a 
lot of work ahead to prepare for the 
big night. : 
Hassett spoke to one young man 
whois already saving up fora car. “I 
told him that every dollar he puts 
away for the car, he Should putaway 


Bw 








two dollars for college,” Santa said. 


“I could hear his mother laughing in 


the background.” 

Another child caught Hassett a bit 
off guard when he asked Santa if he 
remembered what he brought last 
year. “I said I think I remember, but 
I brought so many toys last year.” 

One volunteer “Mrs. Claus” said 
that playing the roleis a great way to 
get in the holiday spirit. 

“It’s delightful; it’s wonderful to 
talk to the kids,” she said. “The 
younger ones are so enthusiasticand 
so believing.” 

Parks director John Marchesi over- 
sees the program, distributing stacks 
of application forms to his Santas. It 
is a complicated process. 

Although applications state ap- 


proximately when the calls will be” 


made, Santa often gets an answering 
machine. A second attemptis always 
made. 

The forms are distributed through 


local schools to students in kinder- 
garten through second grade. The 
form includes room for listing the 
gifts a child has requested and, even 


more importantly, space for listing 
the gifts the child will actually re- 


ceive. g 

The goal is to enhance a child's 
holiday, and not create unrealistic 
expectations. 

Parents can also send special mes- 
sages, such as recognizing a child’s 
improved school work or relation- 
ship witha sibling. 

The program is now in its 18th 
year and Marchesi feels that it con- 
tinuestomake Christmasa little more 
special for kids — as well as their 
parents. 

“The parents are so appreciative,” 
Marchesi says. “Sometimes after the 
kids get off the phone the parents 
pick up and say ‘this is just great’. 
They get to see their kids’ eyes light 
up when they pick up the phone.” 
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with dramatic win over N. 


By Bill Stewart 
Berkshire Hagle Staff 


“GREAT BARRINGTON — Just call 
them the comeback kids who-aren+tead 
to go home just yet. : 

Down 5-2 in its last at bat, Pittsfield 
West rallied for six runs on four hits to 

- stave off elimination in the Berkshire 
County Little League tournament by 
edging North Adams 8-5 to force a deci- 
sive championship game rematch tomor- 

‘row at 5:30 at the Olympia Meadows com- 
plex. 
- “We've been talking all season just how 

_ difficult this tournament is,” said Pitts- 
field West coach Michael Cullen, whose 
troops handed North Adams its first loss 
of the double-elimination tournament. 
“North Adams is a great team and we 
knew we might get behind.” 


West won’t quit 


But the little engines that could re- 
fused to go down as Devin Mackey 
capped the sixth-inning fury with a long 
single to deep center field that enabled 
Dempsey Quinn and Mike Cullen to cir- 
cle the bases with the eventual game-win- 
ning runs. 

After Chris Phillips walked to lead off 
the top of the sixth, Jason Krieger laced a 
double that pelted the left-field fence to 
help pump a renowned sense of excite- 
ment and hope into the Pittsfield West 
dugout. And that was just the beginning. 

Starting left fielder Mike Martin closed 
North Adams’ lead to 5-4 when he poked 
a single in the hole to left to bring home 

_ Phillips and Krieger, who also pitched the 

“complete game win for Pittsfield West. 

“Tt was cool,” said Martin about his hit. 

But things were still just getting start- 
ed. With a modest crowd ingesting the 

_ event at the roasting Olympia Meadows 
complex, Quinn roped a triple to deep 
right center to bring Martin around from 
first with the tying run. 

After North Adams pitcher Nate Girard 
| walked Cullen and Dan Harrington, 
"Mackey got a hold of.a high fastball and 
nearly punched it out of the park to com- 
plete the comeback. 

“At first I thought I hit it out so I wasn’t 
running very hard,” said Mackey, whose 
only hit of the day proved to be the 
biggest. “But then I saw two runs had 
scored.” 


And it was enough. Krieger, who. 


worked out of several jams in the early 


th Adams in Great Barrington yesterday. 


; - : : : Sian ReCauel Meenanio Ene a 
Mike Martin, of Pittsfield West, is flanked by teammates Dempsey Quinn, left, and Mike Cullen following their sixth 
inning come-from-behind win over Nor 


P-West extends county L.L. series 


Adams 





Shannon DeCelle / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


North Adams runner Kevin Trombl 
aS 1 E ey scores one of hi i 
oe fourth-inning runs during Berkshire County iltle Leece 
ournament play yesterday in Great Barrington. Mike Cullen is 


the Pittsfield West catcher. The West all. 
; a : -Stars cam 
loser’s bracket to win the game and force a abeiate aie 


tomorrow at 5:30. 


West from C1 


the bottom of the sixth with three 
of his game-high 10 strikeouts. 

“Th the beginning when I was 
setting hit I felt bad,” Krieger 
said, “But then I got into the flow 
and began to throw strikes. I was 
pumped up going out in the last 
inning.” 

With the two teams struggling 
to push across a run in the game’s 
opening three innings, North 
Adams finally ended the string of 
zeros on the scoreboard with a 
four-run fourth inning on two 
clutch hits. 

Zach Braman, who drove in one 
run and scored twice for North 
Adams, opened the inning with a 
rocket shot to straight away cen- 
ter that appeared as though it 
would leave the yard when it left 
his stick. After Kevin Trombley 
was hit by a pitch, Collin Downey 
reached on an error to bring home 

the first run of the game for either 






~~ 
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Craig Yannone promptly fol- 
lowed with an opposite field sin- 
gle to right to plate two more 
which staked North Adams to a 3- 
0 lead. North Adams would add 
another run via a wild pitch 
before Pittsfield West supplied a 
little offense of its own in the fifth 
on a Cullen RBI triple and a 
Tucker Sheran sacrifice fly. 

Although Braman nearly 
missed a round tripper in the 
fourth, he made it a sure thing in 
the fifth when he ripped a tower- 
ing homer to give North Adams a 
three-run lead heading into the 
Sixth. 

“The players got down a little 
bit but as soon as the rally began 
they got confident,” Cullen said, 
who, in all likelihood, will put 
Harrington on the mound tomor- 
row in the final. 
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Westone: 707/99 


behind the eight ball as Pittsfield 
West scored what proved to be the 
winning run in its half of the first 
when Devin Mackey poked a sin- 
gle in the right field gap to plate 
Dempsey Quinn, who led off the 
inning with a walk. 

Pittsfield West looked to add 
another run in the inning but 
catcher Mike Cullen was thrown 
out at the plate on a strong throw 
by second-baseman Jason 
Engwer, who took the cutoff 

. throw from rightfielder Mike Pitt. 

_It was the first of two runners that 
North Adams gunned down at the 
plate to help keep the game 
close.. 

Quinn, who reached base in two 
of his three at bats, scored - 
Pittsfield West’s second run when 
he scampered home from third 
on a wild pitch. And while the © 
offense’ was doing its part, 
Harrington was busy doing his. 

The tall right-hander struck out 


. the side in the first two-innings, 
~although any thoughts of throw- 


ing his second no-hitter in the 
tournament were dashed when 
Engwer singled to center in the 
first. It would take until its last at 
bat before North Adams would 
record its only other hit. 

“We didn’t get to the pitcher,” 
said Jerry Engwer. “He’s an out- 
standing ballplayer that we 
couldn’t get to.” 

_ “T was throwing a fastball and a 
sidearm fastball,” said Harring- 
ton, who is eligible to pitch in 


_ Friday’s game because of the rule 


changes that exist at different 
levels in state tournament play. 
“It’s all I throw.” 

And it was all he needed. 

Pittsfield West capped the scor- 
ing with a run in the fifth inning 
before Harrington whiffed two of 
the four North Adams players he 
faced in the sixth to ice the win. 
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Pittsfield West ae for pl 


By Bill Stewart 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD— The road to the 
Massachusetts Little League championship is 
narrowing. But the optimism surrounding the 
possibility of a Pittsfield West state title is 
widening. 

After upending a feisty North Adams squad 
in consecutive games to swipe the District 1 
crown, Pittsfield West advanced to Little 
League's version of the Sweet 16 tournament, 
which gets under way today. 

And for Pittsfield West, which is slated to 
battle District 2 champion Easthampton today 
in Great Barrington at 5:30, the voyage toward 

-state supremacy is launched. 

But just how much does Pittsfield West 
know about its opponent in the opening round 
of the state's Bi-Sectionals? 

"Nothing at all," said coach Michael Cullen, 
whose team ascended the District 1 summit 
while playing out of the loser's bracket. "But 
any team coming out of District 2 is going to 
be tough. That is a strong bracket." 

Last season, Western Massachusetts peren- 
nial power Westfield North of District 2 


€ advanced to the state semifinals, where it lost 
to Swampscott 13-5 in Taunton. Defending 
state champion Newton North failed to ‘qualify 
t —_—. = = 


for the Bi-Sectionals. ; 
"Amherst also plays out of that district so. 


- you know Easthampton has to be good," added 


Cullen. : 
The winner of today's game at the Olympia 


Meadows Complex marches directly to ‘the 


Sectionals: Monday with a tilt in Leominster 
against the winner of the game between 
Division 3. champion Leominster American 
and District 4 champion Worcester. 

"The District 1 tournament is a challenge," 
said Cullen; "but once you leave it only gets 
tougher." . 

Especially since any team seriously enter- 
taining the notion of progressing all the way to 


Bristol, Conn. to represent Massachusetts in 


the Regionals will rely on an abundance of 
arms coupled with some hot bats and a few 
good bounces to go their way. And although 
Cullen is confident in a pitching staff that he 
says dips six deep, his rotation suffered a set- 
back when Jason Krieger broke his hand ina 
basketball game this week. ~ 

"We're able to replace Jason," said Cullen, 
who plans to ask Pittsfield's Elmar Uy to join 
the team and fill the void. "But we're five or six 
pitchers deep and we should be OK. It's really 


too bad though." 
Dan Harrington, whose wicked fastball 
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ayoff battle 


helped Pittsfield West win the District 1 title, 
is expected to pitch today on three day's rest 
for the second consecutive game. However, 
should Harrington throw one pitch in the sec- 
ond inning he would be ineligible to throw in 
Monday's game should Pittsfield West get by 
Easthampton. 

"The coaches talked about what to do," said. 
Cullen, on the decision to throw Harrington 
today rather than hold off. "I've learned in 
Little League that anything can happen and it. 
usually does. You have to win the game youre 
playing in. Throwing on three days rest for the 
second time in a row is a lot to ask for a 12 year 
old, but he'll have a lot of adrenaline." , 

Should the tank push empty, Cullen will’ 
look to Tucker Sheran, Mike Cullen Jr., Devin 
Mackey, Chris Phillips and Adam O'Brien to 
share the pitching mound duties. 

While Pittfield West is receiving a balanced 
attack at the plate, Cullen pointed to Dempsey 
Quinn as the sparkplug to help ignite run- 

scoring rallies. 

“The other state tournament teams include 

the following: Shrewsbury, Taunton East, 
American, Canton, Middleboro, South Boston’ 
American, Parkway, Norwood, Malden, 
Stoneham, Andover American, Danvers, and: ) 


Swampscott. $ i 


lay 





Shannon DeCelle / Berkshire Eagle ser 
Pittsfield West’s Mike Martin, center, is congratulated after scoring on 
Dempsey Quinn’s triple in the sixth inning. At left is teammate Chris Phillips. 





innings, retired North Adams in order in 
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GREAT BARRIN — 
Pittsfield West and Ni ee 
rolled on in the Berkshire County 
age 11-12 Little League baseball 
tournament, as both won yester- 
day. 
- North Adams beat Sheffit - 
Ty While Pittsfield West is 
Pittsfield South 5-0, in winner’s 
eae games. 

n the loser’s 

double-elimina Hee 

pete North 
eshire 2-1, while 

knocked out Wier ee 
Play continues tomorrow, with 

Great Barrington playing Lee and 

Adams playing Pittsfield North. 


for-4, including two home 
Tom Teggi took the loss. 


five walks in a 


; win for Pi 
tion tournament, Dee pees North. Brandon 


eliminated was all 
Gaylord took the loss 


Cheshire, and teammat 
Berti had two hits. = 


: Pittsfield West, N. Adams 
~ win in Little League tourney 


North Adams’ Zach. 
powered his team to a ee 
two-run home run and four RBIs 
total. Winning pitcher Nate 
Girard had three hits. For 
Sheffield, Raul Escobar went 4- 


Tfuns. 


TJ. Reilly gave up four hits and 
complete-game 


run homer in the first 
Reilly needed. Jake 
for 


Jason Koperniak’s RBI single 


Games begin at 5-45 ae in the seventh inning broke a tie, 


Olympia Meadows. 
Dan Harrington tossed a com- 


and gave Adams the victo. 
1 ‘ Ty. 
Koperniak and starting pitetion 


plete-game, two-hit shutout fo Kyle Malloy each drove in two 


Pittsfield West, 
Dempsey Quinn 


an RBI. John Pavolka w 
i Sane as the los- 


had three hits got the win. 


took the loss for Williamst 
Sawyer Hamblin had a Honea 
and Hogan had three hits in an 


4) Hi B / ce hat came up just short. | 


oie runs, : 
striking out 11, mee os ey had a pair of dou- 


ver Brandon Crouse 
Reliever Dan Hogan 


Pittsfield West advances 
to L.L. championship game 


GREAT BARRINGTON — 
Pittsfield West fought its way out 
of the loser’s bracket to advance 
to the Berkshire County Little 
League championship game 
against unbeaten North Adams 
tomorrow at noon at Olympia 
Meadows field. 

* The Pittsfield: squad advanced 
following a 5-1 win over Great 
Barrington last night. Winning 
pitcher Dan Harrington struck 


did not walk a batter. ye a 3 


“out eight, allowed four hits 3/ game in the tournament will be. 


Pittsfield teams 


Mike Cullen sparked the 
Pittsfield West squad with three 
singles. 

Matt Gasparini pitched well for 
Great Barrington, striking out 
five, walking two and allowing 
seven hits. Jamie Kennedy dou- 
bled for the Barrington squad. 

North Adams can clinch the 
District 1 title with a win tomor- 
row. Should Pittsfield West claim 
a triumph, then the deciding 


poe on Monday at 5:30. 


take pair 


in Little League tournament 


GREAT BARRINGTON — Two 
Pittsfield Little League teams 
traveled south last night to play in 
the Berkshire County tournament 
at the Olympia Meadows fields in 
Great Barrington. 

Both headed home with wins. 

Action will continue tonight 
with two more games. 

In one, North Adams will take 
on Williamstown. Pittsfield North 
will play Sheffield in the other. 


In the other’ game, Dan 
Harrington homered and doubled 
and Mike Cullen and Tucker 
Sheran combined on a three-hit- 
ter to lead Pittsfield West to a 12-4 
win over Adams. : 

Devon Mackey and Sheran also 
had two hits for West. 

Karl Mello had two hits for 
Adams. 

The tournament is scheduled to 
run until Sunday, July 26, which 





scheduled Saturday, March 20, from 9 
School. There will be instruction in a 
prizes will b 


i 
Pittsfield Little League sets sign-up. 
The Pittsfield Little Lea 
‘tration for players ages 9- 
_ 29 from 6 to 8 p.m. and 
‘Peck’s Road fire station 
‘station for the South Lea: 
tion for the West League. 


9343. 


—— A ARR ee 


A free baseball clinic for all Little League candidates ages 8-12 is 


to noon at Taconic High 


ll fundamentals 
e awarded. Information: 443-1618 or 447-8304. oe 


————— 


Little League registration scheduled 


sande he i ee Little League baseball program will be held 
ss rc rom 10 a.m. to noon; Mond 
P.m.; and Wednesday, March 31 from 6 to 8 ae eee 


Sign up for youths a i 
Ses 9 to 12 will take place at the P. 
pe West Housatonic Street fire SE Gons oS 
irth certificates and proof ofresidenc 
'y must be present i i 
Little League geographic boundaries are fey en 


For information call 499-9343. & [ PU g y 


North Little League tryout today 


The Pittsfield North Little League has schedueld tryouts today at 10 
at the Brown Street Field on Springside Avenue. Children ages 9 to 12 
may register at the park with a parent, and must have a birth certifi: 
cate and proof of residence. Tryouts are al? cheduled tomorrow. 
Information: 443-3787. ca) Be 


North Little League seeks umpires 


The Pittsfield North Little League is seeking umpires for the upcom- 
‘ing season. Anyone 1 38 / should contact umpire-in-chief John 


‘Duda, 443-4550. U 


Ug 


») PITTSFIELD: The Little 
League will hold its annual candy 
sale this Saturday from 9 to 1. 
Uniformed players from all three 
city leagues will sell candy door to 
door with proceeds to benefit the 
Pittsfield Little League Baseball 
Program. The sale is the Little 


League’s only city-wide fand-rais- 
er of the year. B/oT eo s 


Pittsfield South Red 


wins Jimmy Fund title 


gue baseball program has scheduled Tegis- 
12 March 27 from 10 a.m. to noon, March 
March 31 from 6 to 8 p.m. Locations are 
for the North League, Holmes Road fire 
gue and West Housatonic Street fire sta- Z 


A birth certificate is required at a Information: 499- 


AA 


Little League clinic slated aioe 


David Glass pitched four would be the if game. 
innings of two hit baseball and The District 1 versus District 2 


struck out six to lead Pittsfield contest has been scheduled for 
South to a 5-4 win over Cheshire. July 30. 

No other information was avail- 
able. 


That winner would play again 


AWIS[ PY 


on Aug.2 against the D 3-4 winner. 


The Berkshire Eagle, Wednesday, July 28, 1999 YY. 
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By Tom Ryan 
owe Berkshire Eagle Staff 


“DALTON —Home runs and 
double plays are every day 
oecurences at the highest levels of 
baseball. At the age 9-10 year old 
level, they are a rarity. Yesterday 
in the Jimmy Fund tournament 
final at Chamberlain Field, 
Pittsfield South Red hit not one, 
but two round-trippers and 
turned a 4-6-3 double play as well 
in holding on for a 5-4 win over 
Cheshire. 

"T think our’ game with 
Pittsfield West on Saturday might 
have carried over into today," said 
South coach Al Bianchi, whose 
team rallied for five runs in the 
eighth inning to beat cross town 
rival West 9-4. "Two kids hit their 
first home runs and we turned a 
double play. You don't see that to 
often at this level." 

In the first inning, Pittsfield 
South Red came out swinging. 
For two of their first four batters, 
their first plate appearance in the 
game would be one they will 
never forget. 

Christian Bianchi led off with a 
hit to center and Benjamin Joslyn 
followed with a hit to left. Jeff 
Fields, whose batter's box antics 
were ironically similar to the 
Boston Red Sox Nomar Garcia- 
parra, then stepped into a fastball 
and drilled it high and deep over 
the left-centerfield fence, touch- 
ing off quite a celebration for 
Fields’ first career homer. 


‘Over the fence 


Two batters later, Jessie Rose . 
joined Fields in the "Touch Them 
All For the First Time" club as he 
sent a pitch over the right-center- 
field fence. 

"Neither one of those two had 

ever hit the ball out of the park 
before, so it was first time thrill 
for them," said Bianchi. 
_ Undaunted by the rough start, 
‘Cheshire came right back with a 
couple of runs in the top of the 
second. 

Chad Biel opened the inning 
with one of his three hits on the 
day, a double to left and then went 
to third on a wild pitch. Gary 


Munson then walked and moved 
to second on Ricky Massey's 
ground out. Biel then scored on a 
wild pitch, with Munson going to 
third. With one out, Ryan Joppich 
walked and Adam Wright fol- 
lowed with a single to score 
Munson. Jack Demers then 


walked to load the bases. 


"Our guys showed a lot of char- 
acter right through this whole 
tournament, and it paid off today," 
said Cheshire coach Joe Joppich. 
"We hung tough. Pittsfield played 
real well, and made a lot of good 
plays. We made some plays too. 
This was a great opportunity for a 
small league like ours to be able 
to compete with a league like 
Pittsfield." 

But Pittsfield pitcher Ryan 
LaRochelle got Steve Gwozdz to 
hit a ground ball that he fielded 
on his knees and threw to second 
for the force out. 

Fields took the throw and fired 
to first in time to complete the 
double play. 

Cheshire threatened again in 
the third, loading the bases with 
no one out. 


Good relief 


But Fields came on in relief and 
fanned two hitters and got the 
other on a pop up to end the 
inning. 

Pittsfield added what would 
prove to be the game-winning run . 
in the third when LaRochelle 
walked and later scored on a base 
hit by Steve Demastrie. 

Again, Cheshire came back. 

Wright opened the fourth with 
another hit. With one out, Kyle 
Lamont reached on an error that 
Wright came all the way around to 
score on. Lamont then scored on a 
double by Richie Soriano to make 
the score 5-4. 

Biel followed with another base 
hit that sent Soriano to third, but 
‘Fields fanned the next batter to 
end the inning. 

Cheshire had a chance to tie the 
game in the sixth when Lamont 
doubled with two outs, but South 
Red reliever Demastrie got the 
next hitter to pop up to end the 
game. 


Whale? 


ee | 


B 
the District 1 champion, will play Distri 
members include, from left FRONT ROW: Choo: mation Any ; be 
eachilee Rage Nee Loot Ane jie Ne Anthony Ringie, Mike Martin, Mike Cullen, 


“Mackey : Jason Krieger and T.J. Bowler. BACK ROW: Coach D 


TOR gy 





Colin Tierney, Tucker Sheran, Dan Harrington, 


Chris Phillips, Dempsey Quinn, Manager Mike Cullen 


an Sheran, 
and Devin.” 
i" 


There is a city Little League champion: 


To The Editor of THE EAGLE:- 

In April of 1999, a Samel’s Team 
was formed at South Little 
League’s Deming Field. The team 
played as a united group through- 
out the entire season. The season 

‘ended with a record of 20-2, but 
one game too early! 

On Wednesday, July 28, the 
league champions from the North 
and South faced each other in the 
semi-finals. Before the game 
began, representatives from the 
North and South leagues were 
informed that the winner of that 
game (the South vs. the North 
game) would be scheduled to play 
the West champions on Aug. 2. 
Parents postponed vacations and 
rearranged schedules to accom- 
modate the date given. (South 
champs prevailed in an exciting 
game.) 

Samel’s players continued to 
practice, even though the ‘season 


rode 


son 


officially ended on August 3,\in 
the expectation of playing a final’? 
game to declare a city champion ?® 
Regardless of the reason thé” 
final game was never played. A 3 
parents of a Samel’s player, we. . 
commend our coaches for the way”! 
they handled this disappointii'? 
turn of events. They had madé’™ 
every player feel as though hé!® 
was a crucial part of the team. The” 
players had been encouraged to. 
believe that one player does not™! 
make a team. All players knew: 
they needed to work together to!” 
be successful. fate 
In our eyes, there is a city, 
champ. Samel’s diligently prac! 
ticed and coaches Joe Skutnik! % 
Andy Barber and Scott Lovellette” 
gave their all to the very end. We’® 
are proud of the members of thé 
Samel’s squad! Jemy 
KATHIE AND BILL B 


ng 
Pittsfield, Aug. 5, 199 
1 Sie. , AUS. 9, 999 B/E 















Pittsfield West kings of ¢ ounty 


-—_“We moved-the Go 
8 figet,” said Engwer, who also turned to). 


y Complex nothing could stop Dan 


Tuesday, July 27, 1999 


pe Banal Berkshire @ Eagle Statf 
Pittsfield West’s Dempsey Quinn slides safely into third base during play yesterday in the third inning of the Berkshire County Little League championship 
eae against North Adams. omnes the throw is North Adams third-sacker Craig Yannone. 


| H arrington — 
| shines in 
| win over 


N. Adams 


By Bill Stewart . 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


GREAT BARRINGTON — In anticipa- 
tion of facing one of Berkshire County 
Little League’s hardest flame-throwers 
in the Berkshire County championship 
- game, North Adams coach Jerry Engwer 
did a few things differently in batting 
practice this weekend. ~ 


some of his superstitions in preparation 
for last night’s showdown against 
Pittsfield West. “Then we just had some 
guys throw as hard as they could at our 


guys.” 
But last Hien at the Olympia Meaiows 


Harrington from turning in yet another 
dominating performance on the mound. 

Harrington struck out 12 and allowed 
two hits en route to Pittsfield West’s title- 
clinching 3-0 blanking over North 
Adams. 


Dominated the tournament 


Harrington previously pitched a no- 
hitter and a four-hitter in the tournament Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Salt 
which saw the Pittsfield club come Dan Hareiibtets middle, accepted the congratulations of teammates yesterday following Pittsfield West’s 3-0 win over 


through the loser’s bracket North Adams. Harrington allowed two hits and struck out 12 
With the win, Pittsfield West will now : 


face District 2 champion Easthampton—- 
Friday night at Olympia Meadow at 5:30. 
The victor dives deeper in the state tour- 
nament with a date in Leominster 
against the winner of the District 3 and 4 
game on Monday. 
“Twas excited to win the championship _ 

because I wanted to win it bad,” said 
Harrington, who allowed just four run- 





_ ners as Pittsfield West stormed out of the 


i 


loser’s bracket in its climatic run through 
the tournament. “I didn’t think I would 
strike out that many because North 
Adams is a good hitting team.” 

Last night, however, Harrington, who 
coaches say has been clocked of speeds 
up to 87 miles per hour, plowed through 
North Adams’ lineup by retiring 15 of the 
last 16 batters before a modest crowd of 
about 300 onlookers who lined the field 
along the outfield fence and the first and 
third baselines. - 

Following the game, Pittsfield West 
coach Michael Cullen likened his 
hurler’s performance to that of another ‘ 
fireballer, only on a much different level. 1 

“Danny goes to the mound like Roger € 
Clemens did for the Red Sox,” said t 
Cullen, “and you only need one or two, © 


en Oe | 


~ se Ae 


runs to win it because it’s all you need Zo 
with your ace.” 1 
. And from the start North Adams fr ' 
n. 


WEST, continued on C3) 


ar 











Lakefront jewel polish 

Burbank Park upgra ( J ; eo ; 
upgrade nears completi | gti tne 

PTA TUE MSIE pletion, with other plans in the wings 
million refurbishment— seems to 
have brought new life to Burbank 
Park. 

Once barely passable roadways 
have been repaved. The often- 
mud-filled parking areas are now 
paved and clean. The previously 
‘rustic Onota Lake beach area now 
looks more inviting. 

In fact, nearly every corner of 


the expansive park has received 
attention. 


“T think Burbank Park is not only 
one of the most beautiful spots in Berk- 
shire County but all of Western Mas- 
sachusetts,” says parks commission 
chairman Cliff Nilan. “That park is 
going to be really, really wonderful if 
it lives up to what we envisioned.” 
The project has been in the works 
for several years. With rundown 
beaches, eroding banks and over- . aor : a 
grown walkways, the park — once a epee: eae 
recreational area for thousands of hen people venture to Burbank Park th i iM fi 
recreatio t gv nt is spring, they will find that thi 
oe Ons ee had bao aes ie park is in the midst of a nearly $1 million cies which ue s ee, over the 
ee assment ot * a ee include newly paved roads, landscaping and improved ones fess 
oS aR - e int e works for the Onota Lake area, but so could an initiation of ent SS ae 
IF «pa 2 Gary and John Rheaume enjoyed some fishing at the lake on Wednesday. ue see ties 


—— ee eet e se 


The Pittsfield Gazette April 29, 1999 


————— 
Burbank Park upgrades set stage for possible second phase 


Mellace said. “We don’t plan to walk people to use the facility,” he said. 
away from this now. The ward 7 councilor suggested [a total refurbishment] but it’s good In 


trations of both former Mayor Ed- The next phase will likely include that the parks commissio 
ward Reilly and current Mayor construction of an additional reached in its early 
Gerald Doyle, Jr., community ser- restroom, removal of the old pump- was later forced to ma 


vices director Bob Mellace pieced ing station building anda redesigned commission, for example, spent too ced 

together a funding package — tap- park entrance. Other possibilities in- much time trying to design a show- more work is in the cards for 

ping state, federal and city money — clude rebuilding the Controy Pavil- piece pavilion, he said, while they Burbank. ) 

to move the project forward. ion, located at the park's northern should have been focusing on infra- enthusiasm, everybody sbehind this 
Beginning last fall, construction tip, 


and also improving the large structure improvements. 
workers moved in on the park. In grassy area also on the north end. He encouraged the commissionto money is tigk 
addition to the repaved roadways A continuation of park improve- “stick to basics” in the future and developing. 
and new parking lots, the refurbish- ments has the backing of ward 7 city make incremental im 


provements. Entrance fees 
ment, designed by Okerstrom-Lang councilor Joe Guzzo. “This is just the  Guzzohassuggested that thepark Many local families, Scapin said, for camping 
of Great Barrington, includes: first phase,” Guzzo said. “I’m going should feature campsites, 


to further have pleasant memories of picnick- added, “ 
- New railing for the fishing pier to be an advocate for a quick start of expand its use. 


continued from page | 
With support from the adminis- : : 
n over- togetthe facadein place, 


ke cuts. The these general things done.” 
Scapin voiced confidence that shouldb 


ing at Burbank. 


at the park’s south end, with spe- phase I.” Ward 5 city councilor Rick Scapin, went downhill,” 
cially designed handicapped stations Guzzobelieves that the refurbished who wasamember of the parks com- bringing it back to where it was 20 
to accommodate fishing from wheel- mission while the project was being years ago. It's exciting 
chairs ned, said that he is not disap- believe that improve 
- An extended boat launch, de- nally starting to happen. Instead of to boat an 
signed to prevent erosion caused by } 
propeller clearing from incoming | 
boats 
: Construction of a paved walk- 
way connecting the two beach areas. 
The lakeside walkway includes sit- 
ting areas with benches 
- A “terraced” north beach area 
with a larger grass area on one level 
and a sandy beach on a lower level. 
The multi-level approach provides 
leveler sun-bathing areas 
+* Improved drainage throughout 
the park, with a goal of diverting 
runoff away from the lake and im- 
proving water quality 
In addition, minor landscaping | 
work has brought a cleaner appeat- 


ance — while not extensively alter- 
that lake experts from Aquatic 


park will provide a “cleaner, safer” 
and more enjoyable recreational site. desig 
“Ultimately, [justhopeitbrings more pointed in the scope of the project. 


Second herbicide application 
set for Onota Lake this week 


like warm-weather drawdown by the 
Eurasian milfoil and curly Conservation Commission, 
pondweed are particularly suscep- Aquatic Control Technologies had 
tible to Sonar. Officials say native .been worried about . whether 
aquatic vegetation, like water enough Sonar would stay in the 
lilies, will be less affected because _ lake to knock down 90 percent of 
they develop later and are less the milfoil, as required .by a per- 
exposed to the chemical now in formance specification in the con- 
the water. tract. 

There is a ban on using lake The 


By Theo Stein Early-developing weeds 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A Sutton lake 
management contractor is, set to 
apply a second dose of herbicide 
to control Eurasian milfoil at 
Onota Lake. 

Robert Mellace, the city’s direc- 


tor of community services, said 
company’s tests also 


design — and think it was really important to get improvements, 
that some type 0 


Parks comm 
“T think there’s a lot of calls a fee “inevitable.” 
Scapin agree 
project,” he said. “Even though tually be initiate 
ht, I really see Burbank could include separate charges for 
residents and non-residents. If park 
usage increases, and opportunities 
and other activities are 
that park could be self-suffi- 
“Over the years, it cient” in terms of funding and main- 
he said. “We're tenance, Scapin said. 

“T support user 
—it’shardto “We have an awful lot of people that 
ments are fi- come over here from New York State 
d to fish at Onota Lake.” 


water for irrigation until Aug. i 
Mellace said Aquatic Control 
Technologies technicians retur- 
ned to the lake last week to ana- 
lyze Sonar concentrations in the 


ing the natural beauty, Mellace I , 
stressed. The foundation fromanold_ | Control Technologies will be 
bath house which had burned to the | Soha aye the te ses 

great pond tomorrow for a supp €- 
ground was removed as part of the eental application of the herbi- 


showed the diluted Sonar was 
concentrated’ in the upper, 
warmer levels of the lake. A read- 
ing taken at 30 feet deep in the \ 
lake’s deepest basin showed a 


“7 would have liked to have seen just talking, we're doing.” 
order to protect the $1 million 


“heswd.“I investment, as wellas to fund further 
many officials believe 
f entrance or user fee 
e initiated at Burbank. 

ssion chairman Nilan 


d that fees will even- 
d. A fee schedule 


fees,” Guzzo said. 


| Bids being sought 
for concession stand 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation, in 
conjunction with the purchasing 
agent, is seeking bids for the 
summer concession stand opera- 
tion at the newly refurbished 
Burbank Park on Onota Lake. 

Larger crowds are anticipated 
at the park and the plan is for the 
concession to be open from June 
26 through Labor Day. Specific 
information regarding concession 
requirements can be obtained by 
picking up a copy of the Invita- 
tion for Bid at the purchasing 
office or by calling the Parks 
Department at 499-9343. 

Bids are due in the purchasin 
office by 2 on es 6 | q 


EE Lt 


| Fees likely 
for parking 
_ al Onot iy 


next ye 


By Theo Stein 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


ieee — For decades 
use of the Pittsfield park 
has been free. : es 
: But that’s likely to change next 
year after the Park Commission 
agreed to develop a fee system for 
pe renovated Burbank 
Park at its monthl i 
Monday night. es 

Robert Mellace, director of 
community services, said the fee 
system could provide the city 
with a dedicated fund to help 
maintain Burbank Park, the pop- 
ular city parcel along the east 
shore of Onota Lake. 

“The issue of a user fee has 
been on the table, off the table 
and now it’s back on,” said 
Mellace. “I think for Burbank 
Park the time is right, now that 
we've improved it. It was tough to 
charge a fee with the condition it 
was in.” 

Vehicle fee 


Mellace stressed his idea is for 
a vehicle fee, not a user fee 
Commissioners unanimously felt 
entrance to the park should 
remain free to people who walk or 
eee ake And it should be 
affordable for Pi i 
Son area Pittsfield residents, 


Suggestions ranged from a 
stepped annual parking fee for 
local, county, and out-of-state 
vehicles to launch fees for boats. 

Mellace said he envisioned an 
annual vehicle fee or parking fee 
of $7.50 for Pittsfielders, $15 for 


_ Massachusetts residents and $20 


for out-of-staters, or a da 

; y pass 
that would cost $2 for state resi- 
dents and $4 for nonresidents. 


Commissioner James Conant 
has pushed hard for a fee system 
which he said would not only 
raise revenue, but by necessity 
improve security at the park. 

He said the recent history of 
the park ran in cycles of 
“improvements” followed by 
decline. A fee system would pro- 
vide money for park mainte- 
nance. It would also require a 
staffed gatehouse to collect fees. 


FEES, continued on B4 


Fees trom Bi, q/ 1 4 


“We need to put a 
gate and < 
some kind of structure there,” he 

said. “We spent an awful lot of 

mney up there.” 

Ommissioner Robert Smith 
fase that-a fee “wasn’t out of 
Ine.” He suggested a $5 annual 
sticker for local seniors, $10 for 
Pittsfielders and $15 for county 

: ae “T don’t think $10 is 

ng to set a lot of 2 
ea : people back, 

Ward 7 Councilor J 

C oseph O. 
pn who is a member a the 
ake Onota Preservation As- 

sociation, said he has long been a 

Pe of park fees. 

_ But, he said, if the commission 

eee to adopt a fee, it needs to 

mas oll restroom facilities in 

e. south parking lot 
public boat ramp. : Ropes 

“If you’re going to char, 

ge a fee, 
you can’ t have people going in the 
mods he advised them. 

Ou going Chairman Clifford 
Nilan cautioned his fellow Bee 
missioners not to rush into 
things. He suggested they devel- 
H : plan over the fall and winter 
‘0 .1t was ready for’ impl - 
tion next spring. au i 
. “I think we need some ti 

: e time to 
let people adjust to the idea and 
time for us to think things 
through and come up with a good 
strong plan,” he said. 

The public is accustomed to 
pe taxes and having use of 
r e parks for no fee their entire 
ives, he added. “I don’t think 
the public would be opposed to a 
fee; we just have to do it right.” 

But later Nilan balked when 
Conant suggested the commis- 
sion also consider charging 
groups $20 per event for the use 
of athletic fields. Neighboring 
towns like Dalton assess a fee for 
pie events, Conant noted. 

ou’ve got a long way to go t 
convince me we should FA 
charging for the use of our 
parks,” said Nilan. 

Other business 


in commission also approved: 
request by the Berkshir 
Sand Volleyball League to install 
three sand volleyball courts’ in 
Marchisio’s Park on Dalton 
Division Road. 
D A request by the loc 
I al chapt 

of Trout Unlimited to install a 
gma dam and channel constric- 
or to improve trout habitat in 
Sackett. Brook where it runs 


through | Kirvin Park on West 


Street. 


In a final piece of business the 
commission unanimously voted 
to have local attorney Anthony G 
Massimiano succeed Nilan as 
commission chairman. 


PAOIESE: : cide Sonar. > 

As of this week, crews from D.R. : aut 
Billings Construction of Lanesboro Duane ha first application ae 
: June 1, city officials closed the 
were completing work on the walk- lake in order to give the compa- 
way. Over the next several weeks, ny’s boats room to work. The 
they will finish the paving work, line chemical carries no federal 
painting and landscaping. Environmental Protection Agen- 
_ Mellace also praised the efforts of cy or state restrictions for boating, 
city parks employees and fishing or swimming. Still, 
Americorps workers as invaluable Mellace advised recreational 
fo the s | users to steer clear of the boats 

project. : 
Staveof summer tomorrow to allow the Sonar to be 
iy ; : ; diluted and disperse 1n the water. 
Ifeverything goes according to | ‘ : ai 

plan, it should be ready by Memorial Sonar is a systemic herbicide 
Dav (M a oe that works by forcing aquatic 
ay (May 31),” Mellace said. lants to expel their chlorophyll 
The community services director : i : 


hopes that people will revisit 
Burbank. “I think once people see | 
how much work has been done, how | 
much more attractive it is, they'll | 
want to use it,” he said. “I have a | 
feeling people are going to be sur- 
prised at how good this park looks 
now.” 
While theimprovementsare worth | 
celebrating, Mellace said, a fair 
amount of work remains undone. | 
Parks commissioners, in fact, pared 
the original project extensively be-_ | 
cause of budget constraints. 
“We knew going into this that we 
didn’t have the funding to do every- 
thing that needed to be done there,” 


water. : x1 Sonar concentration of less than 1 
“They said they werg very ppb. : 
pleased with the results,” Mellace ‘Tests of dissolved oxygen in te 
said. “They found an incredible 3 
uniformity in concentration given prnved pba |” ae 
the size and variation of the lake bxygen concentrations in shallow 
te chemical was initially water were above the 5 parts per 
applied ata rate of 10 parts per men thet ele Fe eid 
billion in the 200-acre north basin (4 q ie scigieenged Wont Te “a 
and at 6 ppb in the 400 acre south = ppaeran Th Ae hallow Ncvthee 
basin, Mellace said. Residual con- ath SR 
centrations ranged from 5.55 ppb around Thomas slane. 
Water samples are collected 


to 6.6 ppb in all but one of the ¢ 
seven sampling stations. just before dawn when dissolved 
xygen levels are at their lowest. 


Denied permission to perform ji 
Eb t:4 
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Commissioners support concept of Burbank Park fees 


rk would still be cited Springfield's Forest Parkas an goingtoset somebody back,” hesaid. I think we've got to educate the pub- forward with “phase II,” an addi- 
i tional round of Burbank Park im- 


A walk in the pa 
Commissioner Sue Colker said that lic first.’ 


free, but taking a carload of kids to example of a formerly free site that 
the Onota Lake beach, launching a moved to user fees. At Forest Park, she would like to see the fees in place City councilor Joe Guzzo said that provements. 


boat at the public boat ramp or enjoy- Mellace said, bikes and pedestrians for this summer’sseason.“I’dhateto he has “been a proponent of fees for  Nilan agreed that the revolving 
ing a picnic at Burbank Park would maystill enterthe park for free, while see this go to next year,” she said. years now.” One key component, account is crucial. “It’s a beautiful 
come with a price tag, under a plan drivers pay. City residents pay a But Mellace said that establishing Guzzo warned, would be that a “re-_ park,” he said. “it should be kept 
being developed by the city’s park lower fee than out-of-towners, he a fee system immediately would be volving” account be established to up.” 
commission. added. A season's pass can be pur- “very difficult.” ensure that the money would stay The recent park improvement in- 

The commission, which has long chased by a city resident for $7 while | Notonly do the fees havetobeset, under parks department purview. cluded repaving of access roads and 
hinted that Burbank Park user fees others pay $15. Visitors from out of but a collection system must be de- Withouta revolving account, money parking lots; remodeling of beaches; 
are inevitable, appears poised to es- state pay $20 for a season's pass. A signed. as well. A booth would likely raised at the park would simply go improved handicapped accessibility; 
tablish a fee system which could be one day fee costs between $2. and $4, bebuiltat the Burbank Parkentrance, into the city’s general fund andcould landscaping; improvements to the A 1k in the park 
in effect as early as next year. Mellace said. additional staff may be needed to be spent elsewhere. boat launch and improved walk- wa : t a passitig P 

The board discussed the topic dur- The money has been used to help collect the fees, Mellacesaid.Inaddi- Another key, Guzzo added, is to ways. Security guard Kim Rivers and Uke mee a Burbank Park. 
inga Monday rneeting, withallmem- maintain and improve the park, tion, park security would have to be assure that people are getting their The city earlier this month also they walk along the bicycle path at Onota 1S 
bers voicing support. “Wereallyneed Mellace said. “The results [Spring- substantially increased. money’s worth. In addition to im- begana chemical assault on the mil- Se ee 
to move on this,” said commissioner field officials] said, have been phe- Commission chairman CliffNilan proved security, a restroom should foil weed which has been choking 
nomenal.” agreed that moving forward me- be built onthe park's southend,near thelakeinrecent years, endangering 

Park commissioner Robert Smith thodically is the best course. “Tthink the boat ramp. swimmers and clogging boat propel- 


Robert Mellace favors fees. Theboard called the Forest Park fees reason- that we have to geta good project in “If you're going to be charging lers. 
has been reluctant to take the step in able. “[Burbank Park] is finally get- place before we implement it,” he fees, you can’t have people going in The park commission took no ac- 
the past, Mellace explained, since ting to be what it used to be,” Smith said. “Tm in favor ofa fee system but the woods,” Guzzo said. tion on the user fees on Monday but 
Burbank Park had been in such said. “I don’t think that fee structure I think we need to doit right. I think The ward 7 councilor added that willnow begin the process of formal- 
shabby condition. But in the wake of is out of line.” we need to give it some thought and_ the city should aggressively move izing a plan. 


a just completed $1 million refur- Smith suggested that most 
bishment, user fees are warranted, Pittsfield residents would be willing 
and indeed are needed to protect the to pay as much as $10 for a season's 
investment, Mellace said. pass to Burbank. “T don’t think that 

The community services director $10 for a whole summer is really 


Ben aver Berkshire,Eagle Staff 


BL] 


a 
J am responding to last week’s Talk 
ack (July 16) caller who suggested we 
onsider the idea of not allowing dogs 10 

| Burbank Park in order to preserve its 

' new beauty. Please do not ban my dog. || 

' He is well behaved and his feces are put |, 

‘in a plastic bag and brought home for 

. He is not allowed in the swim- 
ming area, but he does enjoy getting his 
feet wet in other areas of the lake. Please 
do not ban the dogs. Instead, ban the 
people who do not keep the dog on a 


leash or pick up after hem. 
WAal Tt & 


James Conant. 
City community services director 


Dowd wants dollars for lake pavilion 


Paul Dowd called on colleagues Tuesday to prioritize an upgrade of the 
Controy Pavilion at Onota Lake. 

Dowd is requesting a $20,000 appropriation for new electrical wiring, 
windows and walls at the site, which is often used for charity events. 


ds to be upgraded,” said the at-large councilor. 


“It’s obsolete now, it nee 
ho get a lot of use out of that ... we need to 


“There’s a lot of people w 
implement some money.” ae 
The petition was referred to the mayor and the ee) e ser 


which oversees the pavilion. 1 
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Culinary teens Suggested 
Sor beach concession 


After several summers during 
which no one has bid to operate a 
food concession at Burbank Park, 
Jamie Williamson wants to turn the 
project over to high school culinary 
students, 

The at-large councilor proposed 
having Pittsfield High School stu- 
dents run the concession, with ward 
7 councilor Joe Guzzo saying any 
plan should also involve Taconic 
High School students. 

In her petition, Williamson stated 
“this would allow the students to not 
only use their culinary skills, but will 
give them an Opportunity to experi- 
ence the entrepreneurial Side of the 
process.” 

The proposal was referred to the 
Parks commission “| school com- 


mittee. =) lace Fe: » 


Additional council news 
appears on page 9 


Sidewalk 


cafes win 


council 
approval | 


By Kelly O’Callaghan 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Sidewalk cafes may 
become a familiar sight now that the City 
Council has approved an ordinance 
allowing outdoor dining accommoda- 
tions downtown. , 

The new ordinance allows established 
businesses in the downtown revitaliza- 
tion district to extend their services 
beyond the confines of their walls and 
hopefully attract more customers, espe- 
cially during the summer tourist season. 

Each permit application must be 
signed by the police chief, the Com- 
munity Development Board and the 
Licensing Board, according to the new 
ordinance. Permits will be issued yearly, 
at an annual fee of $300. That fee will be 
waived for establishments that have held 
a liquor license since June 30, 1998. 

Additional’ permission is needed to 
serve alchohol on a sidewalk cafe, and all 
)Sidewalk cafes must close for the night 
,no later than 11, the ordinance reads. / 
‘Grant for bathhouse ne ba 
’ In other business, a $7,750 environ- 
mental grant from Wal-Mart will help the 
‘city pay for infrastructure and’ other 
‘necessities at the proposed Pontoosuc 
Lake bathhouse. Wal-Mart representa- 
tives formally presented a check to the 
council Tuesday night. 

Barry Architects recently submitted 


| plans for a new bathhouse to the Parks 


Commission, with the entire project esti- 
mated to cost $80,000. The $7,750 grant 
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Cafes oy 6/77 


will pay for a séwer 


the bathhouse to the city’s sewer 
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herbicides beca 
period of seve 
likelihood that 


bring the project t 
Includes $10,000 fo 
plan. . 


City to seek. 


~~ By Theo Stein 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


- PITTSFIELD — Even ag the city gets — 
ready to tackle the mats of Eurasian mil- 
foil infesting Onota Lake later this month 
by. applying a chemical herbicide, offi- 
Cials are hoping to win $167,000 in federal 
funding to make Sure more herbicide 
treatments aren’t needed in the future. - 

The money, available under Section 319 
of the Clean Water Act, helps communi- 
ties reduce polluted runoff into water 
bodies through the construction of 
improvements such as drainage systems 


and through educational programs. 


“We want the public to understand yj] to establish a biological control mech- 








‘We want the public to 
understand we’re not 
just relying on the 


‘We have a more 

comprehensive lake 

management plan.’ 
ee 


we're not just relying on the chemical,” anism. 


said Robert S, Mellace, the city’s director 
of community services, which includes line along Blythewood Drive to prevent 


the. parks. “We have a more comprehen- sewage from infiltrating the lake. 


Sive lake Management plan. There’s no 
€asy solution, no one simple answer for the construction of a culvert under 
the problem. And we’re addressing things Thomas Island Road to give nutrient-rich 
water entering the north basin a shortcut 


one issue at a time.” 


The next step will be a lakewide appli- to the dam spillway and a quick exit 
cation of the herbicide Sonar, a chemical the lake, Currently, water must 
that forces plants to expel their food-pro- around the south end of Thomas Is 
ducing chlorophyll, causing them to giving nutrients ample time to Settle and _ the city, the Lake Onota association and shops on indirect pollution and develop- 
the planning commission have come up ing informational brochures on the sub- 


starve. Sonar is favored because it acts on fertilize another year’s weed growth. 
milfoil in low concentrations while spar- 


water, and it doesn’t accumulate in fish. 


The city hopes the treatment later this city and the Lake Onota Prote 
month will reduce the weed mass by 90 Association. 


percent. 


Pfeufer explained that the grant 


The long-range Strategy involves gram, administered by the 





Onota from B1 


a final contract price for the 
Sonar application, The Sutton, 
Mass., company submitted a win- 
ning bid of $105,000 to do the proj- 
ect based on bid specifications 
that called for an 18-inch draw- 
down of the lake. The drawdown 
was requested to keep water from 
spilling over the dam and to con- 
centrate the Sonar on the weed 
beds, 

But after listening to comments 
from the state Division of 
Fisheries and Wildlife, the 
Conservation Commission reject- 
ed the drawdown request because 
it would harm game fish and bait 
fish that have already spawned in 
the lake’s shallows. 

At a commission hearing last 
week, Aquatic Control Tech- 
nology’s president, Gerald N. 
Smith, said the lack of a draw- 
down might increase the project 
cost by $15,000 to $20,000. The 
City Council built in a $10,000 
cushion by appropriating a total 
of $115,000, but it’s unclear if that 
will be enough. 

Yesterday, Smith said he hasn’t 
figured out how much additional 
Sonar would be needed to elimi- 
nate 90 percent of the weeds, as 
specified by the contract. “We 
have not finalized a number on 





Efforts 


Co rescue 


city lake 


By Theo Stein 
Berkshire Eagle Statf 


PITTSFIELD — The city has begun 
trying to lower Onota Lake to the level of 
the dam spillway in anticipation of a June 
1 application of an herbicide designed to 
control Asian milfoi] on the 617-acre body 


of water, 


Robert Mellace, director of community 
Services, which includes Parks and 
Recreation, Said yesterday the lake low- 
ering had begun a week earlier, after 
expiration of the appeal period for the 
Conservation Commission's order of con- 


‘ditions. 


Mellace said the rejection of a more 
extensive drawdown had tacked $14,610 
onto the cost of the project because of the 
need to apply more of the herbicide 
Sonar to ensure 90 percent control of the 


weed problem. 


Sonar is a slow-acting Systemic herbi- 
cide that kills milfoil by forcing it to 
expel its chlorophyll, Starving the plant. 
It is favored over quick-acting contact 
use the weeds die over a 
ral weeks, reducing the 
oxygen levels will crash, 


Saturday, May 22, 1999 


that yet,” he said. “Primarily 
that’s going to be based on how 
much chemical we’ll be losing 
over the dam.” * 

One way to keep the project 
within budget would be to reduce 
the performance mark to 80 per- 
cent. But that’s something the 
city would like to avoid. 

“We're really not too keen on 
reducing that standard,” said 
Ward 7 Councilor Joseph O, 
Guzzo, who has been a driving 
force behind Onota Lake issues. 
“That went a long way toward 
helping us get that funding.” 

“Our goal is to try to do it with 
minimal additional funds if possi- 
ble,” he added. 

Mellace said that Smith has 
shown a willingness to cooperate: 
in the wake of the no-drawdown 
requirement, J 

“T guess the bottom line is we’re 
still working with the contractor, 
trying to find a way to proceed 
within budget and at the same. 
time meet the 90-percent pér- 
formance standard.” Mellace said. 
“We don’t have a final resolution 
yet, but we’re hopeful.” 

Smith, for his part, sounded 
confident. 

“I’m very optimistic that it will 
proceed, [and workers will] be in 


there treating by the gnd of the 
month,” he said </; /? 9 


aR 





oe 
Onota from Bl 


‘ment Plan drawn up by ACT and 


sttbmitted in support 


hetice of intent the city filed with 


the Conservation Commis 


*=The bottom line is the contrac- 


tor and his supplier work 
MS, realizing we had a bud. 


itation,” Mellace Said. “We’re all in 


chemical,’ Mellace said. 


The city previously installed a sewer 


A main focus of the long-range plan is 


ae 


grant for Ono 


ssh: 


from 
flow 
land, 


ctive $283,900. 


The in-kind contribution would also 
pro- include establishing a volunteer water 
\ state ‘quality monitoring project, implementing 
reducing the amount of weed-promoting Department of Environmental Protect- erosion control measures at the city’s 
nutrients flowing into the lake water and _ jon, requires a-40 percent match, which Burbank Park to further reduce nutrient 
perhaps introducing a milfoil-eating wee- can’ include in-kind services. Together inflow, conducting educational work- 


input on Pontoosuc r 


The city has set aside some $80,000 
to build a restroom at Pontoosuc 
Lake. The question is where to putit. 

The park commission on Monday, 
while agreeing that a bath house 
should be built this year, debated its 
placement. Community services di- 
rector Bob Mellace said that most 
lake patrons use the Hancock Road 
Picnic and boating area rather than 
the “muscle beach” site_off North 


Eurasion milfoil in Onota Lake causes problems for swi 






I C 1 The culvert project would be a prime with $116,900 in matching funds and ject. 
ing beneficial native plants. It also works beneficiary of the Section 319 grant that Services; most of that, Pfeufer Said, comes 
slowly so the weeds don’t all die at once, Amy Pfeufer, an environmental planner from money:the city has set aside to help  tiseq then the city 
thereby sucking all the oxygen out of the with the Berkshire Regional Planning’ pay for the installation of the culvert, : 
Commission, applied for on behalf of the 


ta Lake 


Ben / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
mmers and boaters. 


as 








If the Sonar treatment works as adver- 
wouldn’t have to pay 
3 for weed harvesting, which typically costs 
That puts the total project cost at $25,000 a year. That money might be tar- 
geted to weevil introduction. 

Typically, the DEP announces grant 
recipients in July, she said, 

Meanwhile, the city is still negotiating 
with Aquatic Control Technology Inc, on 


ONOTA, continued on B4 
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Commissioners will se 


Street, so it would make sense to 
locate the restroom off Hancock 
Road. 

“Mellace presented options for the 
Hancock Road site, including near 
the current inoperational bath house, 
which is located at the swimming 
area; and in the parking lot near the 
boat ramp. 


The site of the old bath house did - 


not win good reviews since the beach 


- has seriously eroded in recent years 


and is little used. The site near the 
boat ramp would be easier for more 
people, commissioners agreed. But 
they also worried that locating: the 
bathroom there would encourage 


ek mayor’s | 


estroom site | 


swimming in the boat channel. 

Board member Robert Smith said 
that there currently is no ideal site. 
Smith said that he would like to see a 
bath house built for as little expense 
as possible and then use whatever 
money is left over to refurbish the 
beach. 

Following an extensive debate 
during Monday’s meeting, the board 
decided not to vote on the matter. 
Instead, members will meet with 
Mayor Gerald Doyle, Jr. and other 
city officials to receive input. The | 
board will likely vote on the matter — 
atits mid-March meeting, said chair- 
man Cliff Nilan. 
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ment of Parks eng nce i nee 

need tha ; 

SA Danine pier nae a 
Burbank Park on Onota La 


i al 
pega te aa 


cent control, the company will the company will have a appear 


receive 50 percent of the balance, before the’ Conservation Com- 


of ‘the cent, none of the balance will be are needed in the second 


paid. 


If the control falls below 80 per- mission again if such applications 


year, 


At the end of the second year, 


3 ACT and Tepresentatives from ACT will recei i 
sion. the Lake Onota Protective Assoc- 80 pereenit control hae ey eat 
Cian lation will be performing vegeta- tained. If the control is between 

y tive transects to establish base 70 and 80 percent, only half of that 
get lim- line conditions from which to sum will be paid. If less weeds 
judge the company’s perform- recolonize more than 70 percent 


this together, Everybody wants ance. 


this to work.” 
«*The Sonar application 
‘first step in a long-term 


is the contract, ACT has asked for per- 


of the presently affected areas, no 
In year two of the three-year money will be paid, 


Plan to mission to apply contact herbi worr i 
: J ; ) - about is the level if 
eontrol weeds in the lake. High cides in small areas, if needed, to iseie ACT Ponce 


under way fbiaen loads provides 


ample keep the ilfoil 
food for the weeds, so eliminating Bone milfoil down. However, 


Utrient inputs, or channeling 
‘utrient water out of the lake 


‘before the nutrients settle out, is 


Berkshire Regional P] 


‘the lake. 
~ “A decision is expected in 


the milfoil if it is to recei 


ceive $84,744 after the 
®pplication in June. If 


€ Summer, 


The amendment to the contract will 


to) $125,000, which 
r the Management 


2 80al of the plan. To that end, the 


Commission has applied for a 
$167,000 Clean Water Act grant to 
build a culvert under Thomas 
sland Road to channel nutrient. 
#ich water out of the North Basin 
and directly over the dam instead 
Ofletting the water flow out over 


The contract Specifies that ACT 
Taust achieve 90 percent control of 


‘payment. The company will re- 


However, if ACT is only able to 
Sihieve between 80 and 90 per. « 


anning 


‘City beach, parks \ 
open on Monday 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation has 
announced that the public beach, 
Onota Lake at Burbank Park and 
the summer playground pro- . 


gram, will open this Monday. 
ay The lifeguards will be on the 


ve full 


Park security will 


Park. 


Onota Lake . 


drawdown 


as 


duty at Onota y e, “4 4 


beach from 10 to 6, seven days per 
week, for eight weeks. The play- 
grounds, the Common, Pitt Park, 
Mae Clapp, and Deming willbe staffed . 
ae Monday through Friday from 910 _ 

Cen or six weeks. 
btains 90 percent control, then noon, and 1 to 5, f 


\CT will receive the remaining 
es of $21,186 at the end of 


also be on 


The next thing for Mellace to 


the lake 
Gerald 


Smith has Said that to get best 


Sdd/ 4 9 


Police to patrol at Onota Lake 


q 4 : By Tony Dobrowolski 
a 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield Police will be sending officers to 
patrol Burbank Park on Onota Lake next week, in response to 


Capt. Patrick F B. 


recent criminal activity there. 


airy, acting commander of the detective 


bureau, said police patrols will consist of both uniformed offi- 


cers and plainclothes detectives, 
Barry said recent larcenies and an alleged indecent assault 












j fixtures « 
line, as well as bathroom 

and an infiltration system around 
the structure. - 


_- The old bathhouse was con- 


not ns gr se : aa c ly : 
emmned in the mid: 1980s, part 
cause of a failed septic system. 





Since then, there have been no 
~ bathroom facilities, though the 


public park is used heavily in the 
summer. 

The new bathhouse, with new 
sewer pipes, would prevent raw 
sewage from entering the lake. 


' Also Tuesday, the City Council | 
'_.made its intentions to create two 
“more downtown liquor licenses _ 


“clear to the Licensing Board. 


j : - No official proposal has been 
~- drafted yet, but the council wants 


- to ensure that. the licenses are 
ee with the intent to “entice 
full service tablecloth restaurants 
or other entertainment facilities 
involving a significant invest- 
ment in capital improvements, 
according to a petition from 

Councilor Angelo C. Stracuzzi. 


, But Mellace Said the city will not have 
to appropriate more money to fund the 
project. 

The contractor, Aquatic Control Tech- 
nologies (ACT), submitted a winning bid 
of $105,930, but the City Council added 
$10,000 as a contingency when it appro- 
priated the money for the project. 
Another $10,000 will cover the manage- 
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IS 
Ve 


set to begin 


PITTSFIELD — The Onot: 
Lake drawdown will ‘begin or 
Friday, Oct. 15. 

According to the city’s Order of 
Conditions from the Conser- 
vation Commission, the lake will 
be drawn down no more than 1 
foot below the spillway by Noy. 1, 
From this date, the drawdown will 
continue until the lake is approx- 
imately 3 feet below the spillway 
elevation. It is anticipated that 
this elevation will be reached by 
mid-November, weather permit- 
ting. The lake will remain at this 
elevation throughout the winter 
months, with refill] beginning 
around March 15, 2000, According 
to the order, the lake must then 
be refilled by April 15, 2000, 

Any questions regarding the 
drawdown should be directed to 
the Parks Ke at 499- 


9343. Ud 5 g q | 


and battery at Burbank Park prompted police to consider 


erty to Burbank Park’s fishing pier. 
S$ been an off-and-on problem for several years,” Barry 
said of the footpath. 

According to Eagle files, Pittsfield Police have had patrols 
in Burbank Park because there of a history of sex 
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> PITTSFIELD: The Depart- 





“ment of Parks and Recreation will 
be removing the dock at the 
Pontoosue Lake boat ramp, off 
Hancock Road, by Thursday. 
_ Anyone needing to use the dock 
_ to remove their boat from the lake 
is advised to do so prior to this 
date. Questions should be Se 
ed to the Parks Department at. 
499-9343,/ OMS; ie 


BR ATVAReH 











‘Technicians launch attack 
on weeds in Onota Lake 


4 








Monitoring the Sonar application are, from left, Robert Race of step in 
the Onota Lake group, Director of Community Services Robert 
Mellace and Ward 7 City councilor Joseph Guzzo. ~ 


nesday, June 2, 1999 


The Berkshires 5; 
ae 





ire already visible on the surface of Pontoosuc Lake. 
sterday’s application of Sonar, a slow- 





Onota Lake 
weed treatment 


slated Tuesd 


By Theo Stein hel + ¢ 


Berkshire Hagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The city Park Dep- 
artment is preparing to post Onota Lake 
with warning signs in preparation for an 
herbicide application next Tuesday. 

Swimming, boating and fishing will be 
prohibited on the 617-acre lake the day of 
application only, said Robert S. Mellace, 
the director of community services. The 

' public boat ramp in the south parking lot 
of Burbank Park will be closed Tuesday. 
~ However, Onota Lake water may not be 
used for irrigation until August. 

The application of Sonar, a slow-acting 
systemic herbicide that kills plants by 
forcing them to expel their chlorophyll, 

_will be performed by certified applicators 


from Sutton-based Aquatic Control Tech- 
nologies in boats. : 


The target is Eurasian milfoil, which 
has grown dramatically over the last few 
‘years. Thick mats covered about oné- 
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Weedkillers in EL ee 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:- 


As a 12-year-old in our commu-. 
nity, I sometimes hear my par-- 
ents talking about issues that, 
interest me. One such issue is the. 
fact that we are putting a chemi-., 
cal into the local lakes that might, 
be dangerous to humans. Sonar, 
or fluridone, is being put into our_ 
waters to kill the weeds that are, 
choking them. Ona material safe- 
ty data sheet I found on the. 
Internet, it said that Sonar is. 
slightly dangerous on contact,.; 
and that “Prolonged exposure 
may cause slight skin irritation.” 
If swallowed, you should induce. 
vomiting, and for eye contact, you. 
should rinse with plenty of water. 


Although the hazard rating was a 


1 ona scale of 0-5, I still wonder if 


_ any risk is worth it. 


Td like to see The Eagle write 
more on this topic and other alter- 


hativef¥e “weed-eating” fish. — 
AM ROSE 
Pitts Pwd 18° 1999 





By Theo Stein 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD ~— Technicians 
from a Sutton-based'lake manage- 
ment company spread a slow-act- 
ing herbicide on Onota Lake yes- 
terday in an effort to knock down 
hundreds of acres of Eurasian mil- 
foil, a weed that has choked the 
lake in recent years. 


The application of the herbicide 
Sonar is part of the city’s long- 
term strategy to restore the 617- 
acre lake’s clear waters. Yesterday, 
certified herbicide applicators 
from -Aquatic Control Tech- 
nologies piloted two small boats 
back and forth across the broad 
lake, each equipped with outrig- 
gers trailing hoses from which the 
diluted liquid chemical was dis- 
pensed. 


A first step 
City officials, including Ward. 7 


Councilor Joseph O. Guzzo, said 
the “application was only a first 





problematic and swimming 
unpleasant in medium depths of 
between 3 and 15 feet. 


“This isn’t a silver bullet,” said 
Robert Race, president of the 
Lake _Onota Preservation Asso- 
ciation, which has formed part- 
nerships with the city on several 
lake issues. 


Certified herbicide applicators from Aq 
riggers trailing hoses from which the d. 


See ee ee Se 





Onota ftom ah ® 


third of the lake last ye 

. Sonar is effective against mil- 
foil at low concentrations, particu-, 
larly when it’s applied in spring, 
before the milfoil reaches the 
water surface. There tends to be 
less of an effect on native, benefi- 
cial aquatic vegetation, which 
develops later in early summer. 

‘ ‘After an initial dose of Sonar, 


technicians will monitor levels of . 


the. herbicide and oxygen in the 
lake for about a month, adding 
more chemical when necessary to 
maintain a lakewide concentra- 
tién of between 4 and 5 parts per 
billion. ay 

» The $115,000 Sonar application, 
which could reduce the milfoil by 
90-percent, is the first step in a 
long-term management plan de- 
signed to eliminate the conditions 
that led to the weed’s explosion. 
The Berkshire Regional Planning 


Commission has applied for a ~ 


Clean Water Act grant to install a 
culvert under Thomas Island 
Road to funnel nutrient-rich in- 
flow from the North Cove directly 
over the dam. Currently it flows 
“out into the lake basin, providing 
fertilizer for the milfoil. 

The city is also looking at a mil- 
foil-loving weevil as a potential 
natural control agent. 

High water levels on the lake 
have complicated next week’s 
herbicide project. A request for an 
18-inch drawdown was rejected by 
the Conservation Commission 

after state wildlife biologists 
vaiced concerns over the loss of 
cover for young game, fish. ACT 
President Gerald Smith said the 
drawdown was needed to concen- 


“getting our hands 
around” the weed problem at the 
lake, which has made boating 


plants to expel their chlorophyll, 
after which they — essentially 


month. 
Three major projects 


Robert S.-Mellace pointed out 
that the weed treatment was one 
of three major ongoing projects at 
the lake. 


hear whether it has won a 
$167,000 grant from the federal 


Clean \Water Act program. The 
Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff : 


Onota Lake could be expected to look the same 
acting herbicide. 


Berks 
Commission applied for the grant 
on the city’s behalf to fund the 
installation of two box culverts 
under Thomas Island Road that 
would help channel nutrient-rich 
water over the dam spillway. Now 
the water flows out into the broad, 
shallow North Basin and the rest 
of the lake, where it has fueled the 
milfoil’s expansion. 


commemorate the reopening of 
the renovated Burbank Park in 
July. The project includes 
improvements to a popular swim- 





trate the Sonar on the milfoil and 
keep the dissolved chemical from 
going over the dam. The high 
water has added about $10,000 to 
the cost of the project to pay for 
more Sonar. 

City officials did receive per- 
mission to lower the lake to the 
level of the dam spillway. How- 
ever, they feared the recent rains- 
would overwhelm the lake’s small 
outlet valve, confounding their 


But yesterday, Mellace said his 
foreman told him the water level 
was within striking distance of 
the spillway. 

“So with the dry weather fore- 
cast for the weekend, we may be 
all right after all,” he said. 


The last five years have seen 
“explosive” growth of the milfoil 
and -curly pondweed, another 
introduced pest species, said 


Onota from B1 


lyze water samples to make sure 
the Sonar concentrations are ade- 
quate to knock off the milfoil. The 
initial application had a target-of 
12 parts per billion. Aquatic 
Control. Technologies hopes. to 
maintain between 4 and 5 ppb in 
order to knock the milfoil back. 
Those levels should not hurt 
native aquatic vegetation, which 
will grow up later in the summer. 


The order of conditions issued 


by the Conservation Commission 
also requires Aquatic Control 
Technologies to measure levels of 
dissolved oxygen, which are criti- 
cal for maintaining the lake’s fish- 
ery. : 








Race, who has lived on Thomas 
Island for 35 years. 

“Tm a strong swimmer,” he 
said. “I admit that I don’t want to 
swim in it. It does cling and it’s 
fairly strong. 

Signs posted 


Signs posted around the lake 
yesterday informed swimmers, 
boaters and fishermen that the 
lake was closed to allow the appli- 
cators freedom to work, not 
because of concerns about expo- 





‘The Sonar 
treatment really 
complements the . 
work of park — 
improvement,’ said 
Community 
Services Director 
Robert: Mellace. 





ming area that was weed-free five 
years ago. Now, it’s as bad as other 
areas. 


“The Sonar treatment really 


Sonar works by causing the complements the work of park 


Community Services Director 


This July, the city expects to 


ire Regional Planning 


improvement,” said Mellace. “As 
Joe Guzzo points out rightly, the 
starve. The process takes about a more we turn toward tourism, the 

: more important the lake 
becomes.” 


The milfoil isn’t present in the 


center of the south basin, where 
water depths greater than 15 feet 
prevent sunlight from reaching 
the bottom. But all along the 
lake’s shore and in the entire 200- 
acre north basin, the weed has 
flourished. 


Race and Guzzo cruised the 


lake two weeks ago, and found 
that the milfoil had barely started 
to grow. But after a fortnight of 
warm weather, the weed was with- 
in a foot of breaking the surface in 
many places, meaning that its 
growth spurt measured: several 
inches a day during that span. 


At nearby Pontoosuc Lake, 


broad mats of milfoil have already 
spread across the water along the 


AES ES : northern shore. A large floating 
The’ city'is.alsa preparing to mat 50 feet wide rafted up against 
the dam spillway. 

“That’s just what the boats have 
churned up,” Race said. 


i i is vi t Shore of Pontoosuc 

f Adams supplied us with this view, above, of the eas : 
ious a Pines in 1923. The cottage at left, he oe “ee once cpp ok an ou 

i i i Route 7 was widene : 
casino. The house in center, demolished when ; 

i i Bertha Thomson. It had a general store an 
belonged to his grandparents, Archie and ha Poti oa wee canon 
boathouse office at lake level. The barn-like building at right, aa ee ce ae: 

i at lake level. Archie Thomson died in 1926 and his wife } d 
nies a fot eine her businesses to the south side of the lake, Zelazo said. View of the 


Wednesday, June 2, 1999: 


Photos by Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
uatic Control Technologies pilot a boat equipped with out- 
iluted liquid chemical was dispensed. 


sure to Sonar, Race noted. 
Aquatic Control Technologies 
employees piloted two boats, one 
a small outboard and the other an 
air boat similar to those common- 
ly used in the Everglades. After 
dividing the lake into quadrants, 
they passed back and forth at 75- 
foot intervals, leaving a barely vis- 
ible double trail of milky water in 
their wake. 
’ They’ll return in a week to ana- 
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Input will be sought prior 
to any Burbank Park fees 


The park commission will hold a public hearing before initiating parking 
or other user fees at Burbank Park, board members said this past Monday. 
The commission was responding to a petition from county treasurer 
Peter Arlos, who spoke out against the concept of fees. “I’ 
opposed to that,” he said. “I think it’s arro 
have to protect the park. Protect it from w 
The park commission has begun considering a fee schedule which would 
initially affect only Burbank Park. Althou ghno plan hasbeen proposed yet, 
members have in the past discussed charging entrance fees for automobiles 


and boat launching fees. 


Season passes would likely be available and different rates would be 
charged for local residents and out-of-towners. 

Several park commissioners have said that in the wake of a $1 million 
refurbishment of the park, which borders Onota Lake, a revenue stream is 


needed to maintain the site. 


Arlosargues that the park’s main users are poor families and seniors, who 
do not have swimming pools and other recreational options. “ 
that use [Burbank Park] are on the low end of the economic sca 
Commission chairman Anthony Massimiano assured Arlost 
hearing, had always been considered part of the process. 
would have a public hearing,” he said. 
Although the commission has begun developing a fee schedule proposal, 
no time line for initiating the fees has been set and 


vet been scheduled. 





same site with highway retaining wall is shown today, below. 








Photo courtesy John Zelazo - 
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gant of city officials to say they 
ho? The taxpayers?” 


le,” he said. 
hata public 
“We certainly 


ublic hearing has not 
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Moment for reflection 


i e  Onota Lake recently. 
bank Park in Pittsfield is dwarfed by the trees reflected in the waters of 3 
A visitor to Bur its 5 dwarfed b tr ne 





"i : 
Ben Garver / Bi rkshire E, 
rk, Contractor D.R. Billings reconstructed the toadwar 
rehabilitated the beach and extended the boat ramp. 
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By Theo Stein 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


['TSFIELD — With a bank of fluffy 
ulus clouds piled spectacularly over 
behind Onota Lake, 
and state officials celebrated the $1 
nN renovation of lakeside Burbank 
yesterday mornin j 
hisisa hidden jewel,” said state Sen, 
"ea F Nuciforo Jr, D-Pittsfield; as he 
ed to the refurbished Burbank Park 
house. “How many cities have some- 
like this?” 
ring the last year, the city’s contrac- 
illi of Lanesboro, recon- 
fed the park’s badly deteriorated 
.nstalled a handicapped-accessi- 
tkefront walkway and fishing Pier, 
‘ilitated the public north beach, and 
'ded the public boat ramp. 
° result is a delightful, Spacious pub- 
tk that should make the city proud, 
loan Rose, from the state Executive 
of Environmental Affairs, 


lty polishes 


said. “You’ve done a Marvelous job.” 


tains,” 
At one Point, Nuciforo tried to inspire 





‘No longer do you need 
an ATV to get into the 
parking lot. No longer 
do,you‘have a parking 
lot mud season,’ Th 


pee A Bs, 


“Congratulations to all of you,” Rose 


“Projects like this create a sense of 


Services Urban Self 
gram, 
Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and 
Law Enforcement, and $60,000 from the 


‘hidden jewel’ 


local officials to re-create a notable politi- 
cal stunt. 


“I remember a couple of years ago, 


into the Charles 


River,” said the nattily attired senator to 
appreciative chuckles, 


see the same thing from the city today,” 
T’ll follow you,” City Council President 


“T’m expecting to 


show me the Way.” 

Robert S, Mellace, the city’s director of 
community Services, said the celebration 
culminated a two-year process that 
included 18 months of public 
and required help 

elegation in Boston 
The $1,015,000 
Plished with the help of $500,000 from the 


hearings 
from the legislative 


Project was accom- 
Department of Conservation 
Help grants pro- 


$220,000 from the State 


PARK, continued on A5 


Park from Al 


U'S. Community Development 
Block Grant program. 

The city also invested $115,000 
in. a weed control project that 
involved the application of an her- 
bicide called Sonar. With nary a 
weed in sight on the 617-acre 
lake’s surface, the application 
appears to be working as planned, 
city officials said. 

“The park not only looks better, 
it: functions better,” said Mellace. 
“No longer do you need an ATV to 
get into the parking lot. No longer 
do you have a parking lot mud 
season. It’s much. more friendly 
and accessible for the disabled. 
Attendance is up and I don’t think 
that’s just because of the hot 
weather. 
~' “It reinforces my belief that 
parks can either be an asset or a 
liability. For a number of years, I 
think, this park has had the stig- 
ma of being a liability. Now it’s the 
jewel of the city’s park system.” 
‘’ There were plenty of thanks to 
86' around, including warm praise 
for the state legislative delega- 


tion, which helped deliver the 
state funding. 

The recent renovations consti- 
tute Phase I of the park master 
plan drafted by the city Park 
Commission during the tenure of 
former chairman Clifford Nilan. 
He was replaced earlier this year 
by Anthony Massimiano. 

“It’s difficult to get people to 
put their time in like this,” said 
Hickey, who was appearing in 
place of Mayor Gerald S. Doyle Jr. 
“This took a lot of time. I don’t 
think the public fully under- 
stands that.” 

Hickey also thanked a long list 
of people, but singled out Ward 7 
Councilor Joseph O. Guzzo. 

“I don’t think that the City 
Council part would have hap- 
pened without you pushing as 
hard as you did,” Hickey said to 
Guzzo. “There was never once a 
meeting where you didn’t remind 
us about this project.” 

Guzzo reminded everyone that 
the recently completed work rep- 
resented only the first of three 
phases and urged the legislative 
delegation to protect the Self Help 
Grant program. 


é 








Ben Garver 


Robert S. Mellace 


“There is a lot more work to do 
and we can’t do it without your 
help,” he said. 

He recently filed a petition ask- 
ing that the city dedicate $100,000 
a year from the anticipated $1 mil- 
lion ‘annual payment in lieu of 
taxes from General Electric under 
the PCB settlement for the parks 
department. 

But afterward, he acknowl- 


edged that he was gratified to see 
that long hours of work had paid 
off. 

Phase II of the park’s develop- 
ment calls for walking trails, cross 
country ski trails and bathroom 
facilities near the south parking 
lot. Phase III would include the 
restoration of the South Beach, 
which still gets heavy use, and 
possibly the creation of camp 
sites. 

“We want to diversify,” he said. 
“We'd also like to encoutage win- 
ter activities more than we have.” 

Burbank Park will now join the 
long list of natural attractions that 
are helping to make tourism the 
county’s No. 1 industry, said 
William Wilson, president of the 
Berkshire Visitors Bureau. 

“Our research shows that the 
reason the Berkshires is such a 
fast-growing tourist destination is 
the combination of world class 
culture and incredible scenery,” 
he said. “And this is some of the 
most incredible scenery in the 
county. 

“This place is why visitors come 
here and spend $250 million a 


year.” > 6/9 9 





“When you rake it up, it’s tufted 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Workers apply the first dose of the herbicide Sonar on Onota Lake earlier this Wey, ; 





On the surface, Sonar worked 
to eradicate Onota Lake weeds 


By Theo Stein 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Even though the surface 
Of Onota Lake reflects the Taconic Skyline 
range unmarred by mats of Eurasian milfoil 
this summer, city officials are waiting before 


they declare victory in this particular battle 
against noxious underwater weeds. 


. ‘The 617-acre lake, often referred to as the 


jewel in the city’s parks system, had been 
increasingly choked with invasive vegeta- 
tion like Eurasian milfoil and curly 
pondweed over the past 15 years. 

Robert Race, president of the Lake Onota 
Preservation Association, said the treatment 
of the lake with the herbicide Sonar has 
worked slower than expected, but appears to 
be “totally effective.” 

. “What I mean is the visible demise of the 


- milfoil seems to have 


taken place in the 
north end, but has not yet fully taken place 
in the south end,” he said, “However, the 
lake has been totally free of surface weeds all 
summer, so it’s been totally usable for boat- 
ing, canoeing, swimming, everything. 

“Ina nutshell, yes, I think it’s working for 
this year. The big test will be next year — 
what comes back, and after that, what do we 
do about it.” - 

While the reduction of milfoil has delight- 
ed boaters, swimmers and local residents, 
Robert S. Mellace, city director of communi- 
ty services, isn’t ready to celebrate yet. 

In June, the city opted for the $110,000 
Sonar treatment as part of a long-term, 
three-phase effort to improve water quality 
in thg raise q" ond: It was the largest 


87) >- 
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Onota froma: 


whole-lake treatment using the 
herbicide in the Northeast. 
“Mellace said that comments 
‘from lake users have all been pos- 
itive. 

. “They all say, ‘Geez, the lake is 
«so much better,” he said. “But 
awe’re looking at it more from a 
contractual standpoint. When 
they hit that 90 percent mark, 
‘that’s when we'll be totally satis- 
fied.” 

.. The contract specifies that 
Aquatic Control Technologies 
must demonstrate a 90 percent 
reduction in the amount of mil- 
foil, which only last year infested 
30 percent to 40 percent of the 
lake’s area. 
iss Mellace added that officials 
‘om the company and Sonar’s 






ake and said the herbicide was 
acting as expected. 

<“Milfoil is a very tolerant 
species,” he said. “Even as it’s 


right at the top,” Mellace said. ile 
looks like a long strand of 
spaghetti with no leaves on it, - 
“They said that even if milfoil 
continues to stand through the 
fall, they believe it will not revive 
by spring.” 
Vegetation survey 


Later this summer, the Lake 
Onota Preservation Association 
will conduct a vegetation survey | 
along transects and compare that 
with survey data collected before 
the treatment to see if Aquatic 
Control Technologies has met the 
90 percent mark. 

“Tt should be interesting,” said 
Race. : 

Tronically, the biggest problem 
now is the lowered lake level 
brought on by the drought. 
Earlier this spring, the 
Conservation Commission denied 

-an application by the city’s con- 
tractor, Aquatic Control 
Technologies of Sutton, to draw 


Third herbicide ‘ 


set for Onota 





the lake down 18 inches. 

But even without the draw- 
down, the lake level is a foot 
below normal. 


seying, it keeps sending out little 


bah a 
applicati ec ea ae ole Se 
Lake tomorrow i A rake Was used to fish the 


‘dying strands of milfoil from the 








Slake to monitor its gress dur- “So it’s been a different kind of j 
3 in j ion. blem in places,” he said. Ss 
By Theo Stein director of community services, ging the inspection § / nh: } cl problem in p 

Berkshire Eagle Staff Said technicians from the city’s The city parks was 


PITTSFIELD — Technicians 
‘rom a Sutton-based lake manage- 


ment company will be returning 


i0 Onota Lake tomorrow to 


contractor, Aquatic Control 
Technologies, were on the lake 
yesterday performing a weed 
inventory to assess the impact. 


director is asking 
people to stay 


‘dminister a third dose ofthe her. “They Te expecting things to away. 
dicide Sonar as part of a Program Start showing more effects of the HPS 
to control Eurasian milfoil at the treatment over the next couple ee 


617-acre waterbody, 

Meanwhile, lake watchers say 
that the chemical treatment 
appears to be working. While the 
surface of nearby Pontoosuc Lake 

_is pocked by large mats of weeds, 
Onota Lake is not. 

“Last year at this time, you 
could have walked on the water in 
the North Cove and in Parts of the 
South Basin,” Said Ward 7 
Councilor J oseph O, Guzzo, whose 
ward includes the lake, } 

__ “By now the weeds would have 
stown to the surface of the water 
and they’d be laying over on top. 
There’s a big difference. It’s defi- 
nitely working.” sh es 
Robert S. Mellace, the city’s 


weeks,” he said. “Some of the 
weed fragments looked a little on 
the healthy side to me at least. 
But the people who live on the 
lake and use the lake say that the 
weeds have not grown as profuse- 
ly as they may have in past years 
by this date.” 

Guzzo said he hopped in a boat 
over the weekend and did see the 
predicted effects. : 

“The Eurasian milfoil is begin-. 
ning to lay over and curly pond 
weed is beginning to turn milky 
white,” he said, “So things are 
beginning to happen.” Mee 

The scheduled third Sonar 
application tomorrow is part of 
the original application plan, 


Mellace said. The initial June 1 
application was followed up by a 
second, low-dose treatment three 
weeks ago. 

While there are no restrictions 
on swimming, boating or fishing 


associated with the use of Sonar, © 
the city parks director is asking 
‘people to ‘Stay away from the ~ 


Aquatie Control Technologies’ 


boats while they are applying the & 


chemical. 


The only restriction related to 
the herbicide treatment concerns 


_the use of the water for irrigation 


of lawns and gardens, which 
remains in effect until Aug. 1. 





nex, season, 
opi 4» 
arry, who presefite 


the first option. “The 
,” said Robert Mellace, director of 





Onota 8 0 percent clear 


Lake’s surface 

largely free _ 

of milfoil weeds 
By DR. Bahlman 
etl Riek ut 


PITTSFIELD — Although they 


. Stopped short of declaring unilat- a 


eral victory over Eurasian milfoil 
weeds in Onota Lake, members of 
a lake advocacy group are pleased 
with the results of applications of 
the herbicide Sonar. 

A representative of Aquatic _ 
Control Technologies of Sutton, 
the contractor hired to attack the 
weeds in the 617-acre lake, told 
members of the Lake Onota 
Preservation Association at their 
annual meeting last week that 
the chemical appears to have 
been at least 80 percent effective. 

For the first time in years, 
members of the association said, 
the lake’s surface has been free of 
weeds, allowing full use of Onota 
for boating, swimming and canoe- 
ing over the summer. Only last 
year, the weed infested 30 percent 


' of 40: percent of the lake’s total 


area. 
Three applications 


Sonar, which Aquatic ‘Control’ 
Technologies representative Mark 
Bellaud said is “somewhat selec- 
tive” for Eurasian milfoil when 
used at low doses, was applied to 
the lake three times: on June 1, 
June 17 and July 7. Aquatic Con-. 
trol Technologies estimates that 
over 50 days this summer, concen- 
trations of Sonar in the lake hov- 
ered around five parts per billion, 
much lower’than the maximum 
levels of between 30 and 40 ppb 
suggested by the manufacturer, 

Eurasian milfoil weeds in the 
lake’s north basin have been vir- 

‘tually eradicated; said Robert 
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Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 





1, 


Race, president of the associa-. Lingering weeds, most of them below the surface, can be seen in this view of a shal- 
tion. Indeed, said Race, “you’ve low area of Onota Lake from a helicopter. The weeds appear larger and closer to the 
ONOTA, continued oa Be surface than they actually are because a telephGto%lens was used. 
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Onota from Bl 


aie 


_. got to look real hard to find large 


“stands of milfoil” anywhere in 
ee Onota Lake. | 
~ In the south basin, however, 


“bands” of weeds are still visible 


ee 


near the shoreline. Bellaud said 
that the manufacturer of Sonar 
“is at a loss” to explain why the 


_={Plants did not fall to the systemic 


__ Rerbicide, which works by forcing 
aquatic plants to expel their 
chlorophyll. Bellaud and Race 


‘ySaid that it’s possible that the 


_» remaining weeds will die over the 


«<winter, Ela, areas he BI ; 

“y.-Early-developing weéds like 
- Eurasian milfoil and curly pond- 
weed are particularly susceptible 
“to Sonar. Bellaud said that while 
_ the herbicide has undoubtedly 
affected native aquatic vegetation 
like water lilies, its effects are 
_ minimized because of the rela- 
tively low doses of Sonar and the 
tendency of native weeds to 
develop later in the season, less- 
ening their exposure to the chem- 
ical. 

_ Association members agreed 
that while this year’s reduction of 
weed infestation is impressive, 
the ‘development of strategies to 


-‘ combat Eurasian milfoil in the 


‘future is essential. The weed is 


rT 


enormously tolerant and tena- 


—_ 


Jas} i hw Even as it is dying, it 


sprouts green shoots. 


Although another application of 
Sonar is “on the table” for next 
summer, there is no current plan 
to apply it in an effort to kill the 
remaining weeds, Bellaud said 
last week. That’s because Sonar 


disperses too widely in water to ~ 


make it an effective “spot treat- 
ment.” 

However, Sonar may be used if 
permits to employ another herbi- 
cide — 2-4-D — cannot be ob- 
tained, said Bellaud. He said that 
2-4-D is granular and heavier than 
Sonar and that it kills the weeds’ 
root system. Its “half life” in 
water is one to two weeks. It binds 
to sediment and remains for 30 to 
60 days before becoming inert, 
Bellaud said. 

Other options, which Bellaud 
characterized as “limited,” in- 
clude a late spring-early summer 
drawdown of the lake’s level far- 
ther than the current allowed 


. maximum of 18 inches, a return to 


mechanical harvesting of the 
weeds, and — over the long term 
— the release of weevils that 
devour Eurasian milfoil weeds. 
Mechanical harvesting may 


worsen the problem, Bellaud said,. 


because the weed reproduces 
from fragments released during 
harvesting. 

In June, the city opted for the 
$110,000 Sonar treatment as part 
of a long-term, three-phase effort 
to improve water quality in the 
raised great pond. It was the 
largest whole-lake treatment in 
the Northeast. 

Last week, Robert S. Mellace, 
the city’s director of community 
services, said that the contract 


with Aquatic Control Technolo- 


gies specifies a 90 percent reduc- 
tion in the amount of milfoil. The 
company has been paid based on 
an 80 percent reduction, said 
Mellace. 

Additional funds will be re- 


leased “depending on the amount ; 


of control” the company demon- 
strates, he said. ; 


Nevertheless, said Race, “we're — 


pretty darn satisfied with the 
results that we got.” 





Division of Fisheries and Wildli 


fe biologists believe ies and Wildlife said the recent hot 
that bacterial growth, not the herbicide Sonar, 1s b/ ) of 7 Gs, continued on A5 


responsible for killing fish in Onota Lake. 


| ish from Al 


weather had likely caused a burst 
of bacterial growth that was 
responsible for the kill. a 

- Sutton-based Aquatic Control 
Technologies applied the Sonar 
as part of a long-term city plan to 
control Eurasian milfoil and other 
nuisance weeds in the 617-acre 
jake. 

.. During the permitting process, 
the DFW had expressed concerns 
about whether the whole-lake 
treatment would deplete oxygen 
levels in the lake, killing fish. 
Since the Sonar application on 
June 1, biologists have been get- 
ting up before dawn to verify that 
the levels of dissolved oxygen 
were sufficient to support aquatic 
life. 

Mellace said he wasn’t sur- 
prised to hear that the Sonar 
application was being blamed. 

He added that he was at 
Pontoosuc Lake yesterday to look 
at that water body’s milfoil prob- 
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Heat blamed 


for fish kill 
at Onota Lake 


By Theo Stein 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


ITELD — Fisheries biologists believe 
eae a of hot weather, and not a recent 
chemical treatment, is what’s killing fish at 

e. 
aS Mellace, the city’s director of com- 

- munity services, said parks workers were bol 
along the lake yesterday picking up dead fis 
that had washed up along the shore of Onota 
Lake at Burbank Park. 


Mellace estimated that the crews picked up . 


between 75 and 100 fish, but a regular Onota 
fisherman put the number at more than 500. 


Strong odor cee 
Yesterday afternoon, the Burbank Par. 
beach was relatively clean, though the air still 
held a strong odor of dead fish. Several yards 
away, some 40 sunfish, trout and bullheads 
were washed up and rotting in the wrack along 
the shore. i ees 

The fisherman, who aske 1 to remain - 
mous, said he’d been fishing Onota for 30 
years. He suspected a June 1 application of the 
weed-killing chemical Sonar was responsible 
for the kill. “ 

But a spokesman for the Division of 
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_ This is November? 


Dimise of Pittsfield and his 
Pane at Onota Lake yesterday. The temperature 


daughter Molly, 4, ride though Burbank 


lem. “There were dead fish in the 
climbed to 60. 


weeds there, too,” he said. 

- He also said he spoke with 
‘Aquatic Control Technologies 
President Gerald Smith about the 

‘He told me that if you were to 






“Rave a fish kill from Sonar, you’d 


‘be knee-deep L i dea "7 
“Mellace said. / 
oF Oo}; 7 





The city this spring completeda nearly $1 million renovation of Burbank Park. The refurbishment : 
included improvements to beaches, walkways, parking lots and boat ramps — with tentative . 
plans for more enhancements. : : 
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_ PITTSFIELD — Registration for the Pittsfield Junior Football - 
League will take place on Monday and Tuesday, Aug. 2-3 between the 
hours of 5:30 and 8 p.m. at the Common Warming House on First 


Street. 


‘ _The league is for ages eight through 13. All former players must reg- 
ister at this time. Players must obtain a medical-waiver from a family 


unior football registration Aug. 23) 


physician in order to play in the junior league. 


» Each player will be assessed a $15 registration equipment fee upon 
registration. Players must be accompanied by a parent or guardian 


during registration and new players must have a birth certificate. 
For more information call 499-9343. ais : 


/Pitisfield Junior Football tryouts set ‘ 


PITTSFIELD — Tryouts for 


Monday, Aug. 9, at 6 p.m. at the Commo 
New candidates must attend 
ed ona team. All new candidates 
tration will be taken before the tr 
The football season will run fr 


\\ mation contact Pittsfield Parks 


Lou & Christine Bologna a 


By Anthony Fyden 

Itis one of the first signs that fall is 
near in Pittsfield. The First Street 
Common teeynas with youngsters, 
clad in brightly-coloredjerseys, pads 
and helmets. 

The Junior Football League sea- 
son has begun. pie 

The Bologna family has been part 
of this local tradition for decades. 
Lou Bologna began coaching 32 years 
ago and Lou’s daughter, Christine, 
has been a coach for nearly 16 years. 
But to Christine it feels like even 
longer — after all, even before she 
began officially coaching, she would 
be onthe field with her father, “hang-. 


ing on to his pantleg and trying tobe - 
a part of everything.” 

“T never was a ‘sideline’ type,” 
Christine adds. “I like to be in- 
volved.” 

The Bologna’s spend late summer 
and fall afternoons working with the 
young gridsters. They share a belief 
that the football program makes a 
difference in the lives of kids. 

Christine Bologna is head coach of 
the “B” squad. It is a challenging 
role, but one which the coach rel- 
ishes. “I love teaching the kids,” she 
says. “They come here not knowing 
anything about football. [love work- 
ing with them and molding them 
into football players.” : 

Like any coach, Bologna first must 
earn the respect of her players. This 
usually does not take long, she re- 
ports. “Most of [the players] know’ 
I’ve been around for a long time,” 
she said. “They see that I know what - 
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Pittsfield Junior Football will be held on 


nm. 


youts on Monday. 


at least half of the tryouts to be select- 
will be placed on a team. Late regis- 


om Aug. 28 to Oct. 24. For mor¢ infor- 


and Recreation at 499-9343. Ny / aq 


« 29th at the Common. 
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Family of coaches 
re father-dau ghter Junior Fo 


problem with any kid at all.” 
Bologna energetically puts the 
young players through their paces 
and when she snaps out an order, 
they respond quickly. Her role is 
part teacher — most of the children 
have no football experience at all — 
and part motivational leader. 
Bologna finds that she has to prove 
herself to the parents as well; some a 


little skeptical of a female coach. “The 


parents kind of test you,” she said. 
“But I really don’t mind that. They 
want the best for their kids; the best 


coach their kids can get—and there’s 


nothing wrong with that. I'm glad 
that they're interested.” 

One of the biggest thrills of par- 
ticipating, Christine says, is watch- 
ing the kids mature during the few 
months of football season— and not 
just in terms of football skills. 

“Tt’s not just a football thing,” she 
said. “Some of these kids have really 


hard lives and they come out here 


and it really helps them. It really 
gives them self-esteem. You get to 
mold them into someone who is a 
leader.” 

And although the players and 
coaches sweat to improve football 
skills, the goal isn’t all about win- 
ning. “It’s about teaching them the 
basics and having fun,” Christine 
Bologna says. “Mostly, it’s about 
having fun.” 

In his years as a coach, Lou Bolo- 
gna has watched many of his junior 
football charges go on to play high 
school and college sports. The pro- 
gram, hebelieves, can play a positive 
role. “You seethem going from these 
little kids who.can hardly pull ona 
helmet to being young men,” hesaid. 


Coaching Junior Football is a tradition for Christine and Lou Bologna 


— they have nearly 50 years of coaching experience between them. - 


Along with other coaches the father-daughter duo spends evenings 
teaching hundreds of Junior Leaguers the basics of football. 


Bologna believes that football is 
an ideal sport for young kids. Suc- 
cess relies on the players working 
together, being in great shape and 
staying focused on their roles. “It’s 
such an involved sport,” he said. “It 
takes a lot of dedication — and not 
just from the players — the parents 
get involved whether they like it or 
Hors! 

It is clear from watching the after- 
noon practices that many parents 


enjoy seeing their kids participate. 
The sidelines are typically dotted 
with groups of parentsin lawnchairs, 
intently watching the practices from 
the calisthenics to the scrimmages 
and drills that follow. 

This year, nearly 200 youngsters, 
ranging from eight to fourteen years 
old are participating in Junior Foot- 
ball. The players are. divided into 
two divisions; the “A” squad con- 
sists of the 12-14 years old while the 


Pittsfield junior football ticket dave 


The Pittsfield Junior Football League will hold its annual season 
a ticket sale on Saturday, August 21st at 10 am. from the Common 
so . Warming House on First Street. 

Be All league players and coaches will participate in the door-to-door 
~ campaign. Players will be indentified by their football jerseys. 

; Drivers are needed and all parents wishing to volunteer their help 
» should report to the Common on First Street by 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
League play opens on Saturday, August 28th at 10 a.m. for the B 
Division at the Common while the A Division opens on Q) ay, August 


LUBY 


otball heroes 


younger kids make up the“B” squad. 

Although Christine Bologna spent 
a lot of time on the field as a young- 
ster, she never played the game. Her 
‘two brothers, however, participated 
for years. Christine, who works as a 
warranty administrator for Pete’s 
Chrysler, played softball through- 
out her school and college days. She 
earned a degree in psychology — 
which she says comes in handy in 
her coaching duties. 

Lou Bologna, who works for 
Sampco, remembers playing Junior 
Football himself years ago. “I was 
out therein those blue uniforms,” he 
said. “I played right through high 
school.” 

Although sponsored by the city’s 
parks department, the Junior Foot- 
ball league is sustained by private 
donations. The registration fee for 
each child is just $10 — which in- 
cludes all equipment needed to play. 


The only additional cost to parentsis - 


the cost of a physical exam. 

Organizers take particular pride 
in keeping the cost low — making 
the program available to all local 
families. League boosters hold bake 
sales, car washes and other events to 
raise enough money. 

Christine Bologna believes that the 
program particularly benefits kids 
who come from poor or troubled 
families. 

“They take out a lot of aggression 
on the field,” she said. “I’d rather 
they getit outherethanonthestreet.” 

Despite the growing number of- 
sports options, the Junior League 
remains strong, Lou Bologna ob- 


serves. “They come pouring down # 


here every fall,” he said. 


Nic talking about. I’ve never had af 


$ 


The Berkshire Eagle, Friday, October 1, 1999 —C 


oy j The Berkshire Eagle, Friday, October 8, 1999 —\ 
// The Berkshire Eagle, Wednesday, September DD AO) e- 7 % 


Bud 


eae rR ere cs CY W 


Lin? 


Brooks, Phillips have big. 


‘games in junior grid play 


___ PITTSFIELD — Big ground games were turned in by Jacob. . 


Brooks and Corey Phillips in Pittsfield Junior Football league 
action this past weekend. 

Brooks scored on a 30-yard run in the first quarter and added 
a 15-yard running score in the third quarter to lead Scenic 
~ Screen to a 12-0 win over Pittsfield Police Union Browns in a B 
_ Division game. ; 
“Qn the defensive side of the ball, Joe Harrington and Bill 

Benoit were standouts for Pittsfield Police while Micah Stam- 

- provsky and Dave Heming were tough on defense for Scenic 

“ Screen. — . 

~ Tn an A Division game, Phillips led the Berkshire Gas Browns 
- to a 22-0 decision over Greylock Federal Credit Union. Phillips 
scored on runs of 32 yards and two yards and added a two-point 

- conversion. : 

Jim LaPlante added a 15-yard run for the winners. Jonathan 

Stambovsky and Brandon Price were outstanding defensive 


players for Greylock while Justin McGuirt and Tim Nelligan hit ; 


“hhard for the Berkshire Gas defensive 11. 
_ Elsewhere, the Ttalian-Arnerican Rams held off the Johnson 
Ford Giants, 6-0, in an B Division contest. Dustin Babbs went 38 
yards with the pigskin to account for the lone score of the game. 
The defense ruled for both teams with Bob Sykes and Joshua 
Straceneer getting it done for the Giants and Brett Stimpson and 
Jonathan Howes rocking hard for the IAC Rams. : 
Tn the other A Division game played, the Tahiti Takeout Giants 


Long runs highlight play 


e e e e e 

in city junior grid league . 
PITTSFIELD — A pair of spectacular runs highlighted pla; ye 

this past weekend in the Pittsfield Junior Football League. ¢ 

Michael Kimok broke off a 90-yard scoring run to help lead the 
Italian-American Club Rams to a 14-8 decision over the Scenic 
Screen Lions. Timothy Wager had an eight-yard scoring run for; 
the winners while Michael Vickery added a two-point conversion.¢ 

Joshua Pavey went 100 yards for a score for the Lions with’ 
Jeremy Dion adding the two-point conversion. 

Lance King and Brandin Deangelis were defensive standouts» 
for the Rams while Ricky Sabellico and Chris Penaherrera, 
offered smothering defensive efforts for the Lions. ws 

In other action, the Pittsfield Police Union IBP0 #447 Browns” 
blanked the Johnson Ford Giants 16-0. 

Joseph Harrington went 43 yards for a score and Zachary * 
Crosier 45 yards for a touchdown for the Browns. Crosier added: 
a pair of two-point conversions. / 

Paul Procopio and Jacob Rand were defensive stars for the 
Browns. Dan Pravia and Robert Sykes played well defensively. . 
for the Giants. ; : 

In a tight game, the Greylock Federal Credit Union Lions held. 
off Samel’s Youth Association Rams 8-6. Jonathan Stambovsky’s 
22-yard touchdown run and a two-point conversion by Dan: 
Evangelisto were the difference in the game. David Solis and 
Jonathon Brooks were the top defensive players for the winners.” 

» The Rams scored on a pretty 41-yard pass and catch from quar- ° 
terback Bryan Conant to J.R. Scales. Bryan Conant and Terrance 
Moore gave the Rams solid defensive play. 


ap 


Running backs shine 
in city youth grid play 


PITTSFIELD — The NFL is currently without some of its 
top running backs due to injuries and retirement. 

The Pittsfield Junior Football League, however, is boasting 
plenty of quality running backs this autumn. In play last 
weekend, Corey Phillips, Connor Ferris and Jacob Brooks 
used their cleats to tear up the turf, helping their respective 
teams to victories. 

Phillips scored on runs of 47 and eight yards to lead the 
Berkshire Gas Browns to a 14-6 win over Samel’s Youth 
Association Rams. Doug Starbird added a two-point conver- 
sion run for the winners. 

Bryan Conant ran eight yards for the lone score for Samel’s. 

Defensively, Clarence Gunn and Tm Nelligan were defen- 
sive standouts for Berkshire Gas. Samel’s, meanwhile, had 
strong defensive efforts from Andrew Mandell and Tony 
Welker. 


Ferris leads Giants 


Ferris helped the Tahiti Takeout Giants to a 20-14 victory _ 
against the Greylock Federal Credit Union Lions. The talent- 
ed back accounted for all the points with runs of 15, five and 
two. He also added a two-point conversion rush. 

Greylock spread the wealth, receiving scoring runs from 
Shane Conrow (41 yards), Jonathan Stambovsky (26 yards) 
and Dan Evangelistio (two-point conversion). Stambovsky 
added a two-point rush. 


outscored Samel’ 


Adam O’Brien lugged the leather in for 


‘added the two-point conversion for the 
defensive efforts from Nichol 


3 Youth Association Rams 8-0. 


as Persson and Daniel Nolan. 
Bryan Conant and Tony Welker hit ae SPQ for the 


Rams. G 


six and Conner Ferris 
Giants, who had big 


Michael Connors added a one-yard scorin : 
Browns. Doug Starbird offered a two-point conversion. James. 
LaPlante and Matt Powers were 


ners. 
For the Giants, Nicholas Persson an 


defensively. 


Also, the Berkshire Gas Browns took out the Tahiti Takeout 


i -0. Phillips scored on an eight-yard run and. 
Ee ea a oring plunge to carry the» sive standouts for Greylock. 
J 


tough on defense for the win 


d Derek Furrow played well) 


Matt Chappell and Nicholas Persson were tough defensive- 
ly for Tahiti while David Solis and Fabian Gillis were defen- 


Brooks led the Scenic Screen Lions past the Johnson Ford 
Giants 28-0. Brooks had scoring jaunts of 60 and 45 yards and 
added a 10-yard score. Tanner Price also scored on a 10-yard 
run while Jeremy Dion and Chris Penaherrera added two- 
Wi point conversions. 
fr Christopher Wilson and Jeremy Dion led the Lions’ defense 
in their shutout effort. Kevin Nieratka and Kyle Latart were 
strong defensively for Johnson Ford. 

In a defensive battle, the Pittsfield Police Union Browns 
and the Italian American Club rams engaged in a 6-6 dead- 
lock. 

Paul Procopio went 25 yards for the Browns’ score while 
Dustin Babbs scooted 70 yards for the Rams. 

Thomas Prendergast and William Benoit were outstanding 
defensively for the Browns while Jonathan Howes and 
Timothy Wager led the defensive charge for the Rams. 


Junior football games 
feature tough defense 


PITTSFIELD — Defense ruled in three of the four games 
played last weekend in the Pittsfield Junior Football League. Big 
plays, however, highlighted action in the other game. 

The Italian-American Club Rams defeated the Scenic Screen 
Lions, 26-6. Big plays for the winners were turned in by Dustin 
Babbs, who raced 52 yards for a touchdown and added a two- 
point conversion. The Rams also had big plays from James 
Avallon, who had a 59-yard run and Jonathan Howes, who had 
scoring runs of 25 and two yards. 

Jacob Brooks put the Lions on the board with a run of 35 yards. 

The Rams were led defensively py Eric Parisi and Brett 
Stimpson while Micah Stambovsky and Jacob Brooks excelled 
defensively for the Lions. 

Elsewhere, the Pittsfield Police Union Browns put the brakes 
on the Johnson Ford Giants, 6-0. Jacob Rand scored the lone 
touchdown in the game with a four-yard plunge. 

Paul Procopio and Zachary Croshier were top defensive players 
for the Browns while Mark Wnek and Joey Stracener were tough 
on defense for the Giants. E 

The Tahiti Takeout Giants doubled the Berkshire Gas Browns, 
12-6. Matt Weller scored from one-yard out for one Giants’ score 
with Weller connecting through the air to Derick Belford on a 22-. 
yard play for the second score. 

Corey Phillips five-yard run accounted for the Browns’ touch- 
‘down. 

On defense, Dan Letourneau and Justin McGuirt led the 
Browns while Dan Nolan and Weller were keys to the Giants on 
defense. 

The Greylock Federal Credit Union Lions used a four-yard 
touchdown score from Jonathan Stambovsky to defeat the 
Samel’s Youth Association Rams, 6-0. David Solis and Jerome 
Egerton played well defensively for the Lions while J .R.Scales 
and Terrance Moore were tough defensively for the Browns. 
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Gridiron Dreams 


Junior Football League players have 


begun Preparing for the 1999 season. 


All players must properly stretch before 
Practicing. — 


wy h ace ie 8 4 : 
The brief Junior Football League season opens with 
games September 11 & 12 at the First Street Com- 


mon. The league switches to Wahconah Park later in 
the fall. 


——S— 


Winning is fun, but Junior Football coaches em- 
phasize the importance of technique and safety. 
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é . so) be ; ASS Cane “We couldn't do it without the volun 
The four-team Junior Football League — with “A” and “B” Squads on each team — includes a recreation director John Marchesi. 
sprinkling of girls, though most are expected to bo 


teers,” says longtime city 
w out when full contact practices commence. been here for years.” 


‘Most of the guys have 











